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Application Form

Grant information and confirmation
Si prefiere leer esta información en español, por favor haga clic aquí. Se puede responder a la solicitud en español. 
Un miembro del personal de la Oficina de Artes y Cultura traducirá sus respuestas para que sean revisadas.

PURPOSE: The Arts Education Project Grant provides opportunities for children in the City of Boulder to have 
unique experiences with practicing artists, access to tools and techniques, or improved instruction in the creative 
professions. The goal of the grant is to increase the exposure of students to unique and memorable experiences 
that may shape their future in cultural participation and creative careers.

In 2021, it is also important to the Boulder Arts Commission that the Cultural Grants Program is responsive to 
current pressures of the COVID-19 pandemic. There are no questions directly related to the pandemic on the 
application. However, the Commission asks the community to apply with projects, emphasizing collaborations, that 
directly address those most impacted by the pandemic. The goal is an equitable distribution of resources 
throughout the community in a way that supports economic and social recovery.

Total Funds: $30,000

Awards: Approximately 10 awards at $3,000 each

Details: The award amount of $3,000 is a maximum funding guideline. Smaller requests will be accepted.

Cycle: Annual 

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT APPLICATION: Monday, April 12 at 11:59 p.m.

TIMELINE

 Monday, April 12 at 11:59 p.m. – Deadline for applications

 April 12 to April 19 – Review by staff for eligibility and revision by applicants if necessary

 April 19 to May 3 – Preliminary review and score by panel (15 days)

 May 3 to 7 – Score processing by staff

 May 7 – Preliminary scores and comments sent to applicants via email

 May 7 to 17 – Applicants prepare and send written responses to the panel’s questions. The written 
response should be emailed to Lauren Click at clickl@boulderlibrary.org by Monday, April 19, 2021 at 
11:59pm.

 May 17 to 21 – Response processing by staff

 May 24 – Responses sent to panel

 May 24 to June 7 – Final review and score by panel (14 days)

 June 7 to 11 – Processing of final scores

 June 11 – Final scores sent to applicants via email

 June 16, 2021 – Arts Commission meeting. Discussion and final decisions on grants

https://boulderarts.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Complete-application-Arts-Ed-Grant-2020-Esp.pdf
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

 General eligibility. Meets all general eligibility requirements.

 Open to educators, administrators, and presenters. Classroom teachers and school administrators in 
public schools, private schools, home school associations, and non-traditional classroom settings, as well 
as artists / individuals / organizations collaborating with schools on programming are eligible.

 Service area and programming. Projects must have a demonstrated benefit to school children in the City 
of Boulder.

 Timing. Projects must take place after the grant deadline and end before the end of the 2022 spring 
semester.

REVIEW PROCESS

 Deliberation. Applications are reviewed by the Boulder Arts Commission grants panel. Final funding 
decisions are made at public Boulder Arts Commission meetings. See schedule.

 Evaluation of applications. Funding in previous years does not imply continued support. Each application 
is reviewed anew in the context of current policies and applications. Applicants that have received 
repeated funding should be aware that the Boulder Arts Commission looks for indication of growth and a 
fresh approach to their work.

 Evaluation criteria

o Benefit to students (Maximum 8 points)

o Complementing curriculum (Maximum 8 points)

o Proposed outcomes and evaluation strategy (Maximum 8 points)

o Community Priorities (Maximum 8 points)

o Cultural equity (Maximum 8 points)

o Boulder focus (Maximum 4 points)

o Encouragement points (Maximum 4 points)

 The complete scoring system and rubric for the Arts Education Project Grant can be found here.

APPEALS PROCESS

Written appeals process. The deadline for a written appeal is 14 days after funding decisions has been made by the 
Boulder Arts Commission. The appeals process can be found on our website.

GRANT AWARDS

 Notifications and dispersal of funds. Staff notifies all applicants if their Application has been successful 
and begins the process of securing supporting information and issuing payment for successful 
applicants. Grantees must contact the grant coordinator to arrange for payment. Checks are sent by mail 
or electronically to bank accounts designated by the applicant.

 Communications. All official communications and notifications will be made to the named individual 
applicant or person designated as the organization contact. It is this person's responsibility to 
communicate Boulder Arts Commission requirements of the grant award to collaborators or other 

https://boulderarts.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2021-Grants-and-Meetings-Schedule.pdf
https://boulderarts.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2021-Scoring-System.pdf
https://boulderarts.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Appeals-Process.pdf?x64198
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participants. This includes, but is not limited to, requirements for compliance with grant agreements, 
identifying Boulder Arts Commission sponsorship on publicity materials, and reporting.

 Implementation. Grantees shall implement programs / projects as outlined in the grant application. Any 
change to the project, venue, Grantee address, schedule, or staff / team members must be reported to 
culturegrants@boulderlibrary.org.

 Award amount. The Boulder Arts Commission reserves the right to adjust the amount of a grant award 
offered to an Applicant.

 PERA impacts. Retirees affiliated with the Colorado Public Employees Retirement Association (PERA) will 
be impacted by a withholding requirement enacted by the Colorado State Legislature if awarded an arts 
grant. Details are available on the PERA website. See "Disclosure of Compensation."

 Vendor forms. Grantees must submit a City of Boulder vendor form and current IRS W-9 form in order to 
receive the grant award. The W-9 must be in the same name as the Grantee named on the grant 
application.  Individual Grantees must also submit an Immigration Status Affidavit and Determination of 
Independent Contractor / Employee Status for Payment document. Colorado law requires proof of legal 
residency prior to payment.   Applicants will receive the appropriate forms from payments@colorado.gov. 
Failure to supply a proper W-9 may invalidate the grant award.

 IRS taxation. Grant awards are non-transferable, taxable and are reported to the federal government.

 Agreement. When a grant award is made by the Boulder Arts Commission, the successful Applicant will be 
contacted by staff to sign a Gant Letter of Agreement. In that agreement, the Grantee will indicate the 
completion date of the project and the date a grant report will be submitted.

 Issuance of funding checks. Once the agreement is signed, staff of the Office of Arts and Culture will 
submit it to City Finance along with the invoice. Funds/checks are delivered within the next three weeks. 
Grants are initially funded at 80 percent of the grant amount awarded. The remaining 20 percent of the 
grant awarded is paid out upon receipt and Boulder Arts Commission approval of the grant report. Failure 
to submit a final grant report will result in ineligibility to apply for future grants.

 Acknowledgment of Boulder Arts Commission funding. All publicity for Boulder Arts Commission-funded 
projects must include the following credit line: This project is funded (or funded in part) by a grant from 
the Boulder Arts Commission, an agency of the Boulder City Council. In lieu of the credit line, the Boulder 
Arts Commission Logo may be used. The Grantee must sign a release form and submit photographs 
and/or videos of the project that the Office and Arts and Culture may use on its website, social media, 
printed materials or for any other publicity purpose.

 Thanking City Council. It is suggested that all grant recipients write the Boulder City Council members to 
thank them for supporting the Boulder Arts Commission and the Office of Arts and Culture. Please let 
them know how this grant will be used, and the difference it will make to your organization. Please also 
invite them to attend your events and programs. Visit the City Council website page to find out more 
about contacting City Council members.

REQUIRED REPORTING

 Timeframe for reporting. The grant report is due one month after the project is completed.

 Method. Submit the report through the online system access through the boulderarts.org website. Log in 
with the same user name and password utilized to submit the application. After logging in, go to the 

mailto:culturegrants@boulderlibrary.org
https://www.copera.org/retirees/working-after-retirement
mailto:payments@colorado.gov
http://boulderarts.org/bac/downloadable-logos/
http://boulderarts.org/bac/downloadable-logos/
https://bouldercolorado.gov/city-council
file://boulder.local/share/Library/Office%20of%20Arts%20+%20Culture/03%20Grants%20&%20Cultural%20Org%20Program/Cultural%20Grants/2018%20Grants/Grant%20program%20documents/boulderarts.org
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‘Dashboard’, then you’ll see a ‘Follow Up’ section for the grant. On the far right is the ‘Edit’ button. That 
will take you to complete the final report.

 Extension requests for reporting. If circumstances delay the Grantee’s ability to complete the project 
and/or the report, the Grantee must notify the Boulder Arts Commission before the original report 
deadline by submitting an email addressed to the Boulder Arts Commission at 
culturegrants@boulderlibrary.org with the following information:

o an update on the project status,

o a request to change the project completion date, and

o new report due date.

 Responsibility. The Grantee is responsible for submitting a report by the due date. The Boulder Arts 
Commission recommends reviewing the online report form well in advance. There is no grace period for 
the report.

 Consequence of Delinquent Report. Unless an extension request is approved by the Boulder Arts 
Commission in advance of the due date, all individuals or organizations / businesses attached as 
collaborators on the project will no longer be eligible to apply for Boulder Arts Commission grants until 
the delinquent report has been received.

Certification* 
I certify that I have read the above information and that this project meets the Boulder Arts Commission’s 
eligibility requirements and, if a funding award is made, will continue to comply with the Boulder Arts 
Commission’s requirements and meet with guidelines for high artistic quality, community impact, inclusiveness, 
funding acknowledgment and reporting.

I certify

Applicant information
Discipline* 
Select your discipline. If multi-discipline, please check all that apply.

Literary arts

Tax status* 
Cultural organizations/businesses are eligible. Nonprofit status is not required for this category.

Individual

For individuals: organizational affiliation 
Even if an organizational affiliation is stated, awards will be made to the individual whose account is associated 
with this application. If no organization affiliated, please state 'none'.

None

mailto:culturegrants@boulderlibrary.org
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Project information
Project title* 

Boulder Books for Change

Amount requested* 
The maximum award amount offered is $3,000.

$3,000.00

Project summary* 
A brief overview of your project. Include how it will connect with or complement the class curriculum, how many 
students the project will reach, if the project will benefit underrepresented populations, and the benefits that you 
expect for the students.

The Boulder Books for Change program will bring Todd Mitchell, an award-winning Colorado author, to 
two Title 1 Boulder elementary schools to run interactive sessions on reading, writing, and creativity with 
over 500 students. In addition, all 4th & 5th graders in the program (270 students) will receive a copy of one 
of Todd's books and participate in writing sessions with the author.

 
What sets this program apart is its long-lasting impact. In 2017, thanks to a BAC grant, the Books for 

Change program reached 450 Boulder elementary students. Teachers stated: 
"This program was amazing! The kids gained confidence and enthusiasm in a new, unique way. I can't say 

enough good things about this whole experience!" —Audrey Wintory
"Putting a new, fun book in the hands of each 5th grader was really powerful. It helped them to see 

themselves as readers, with their own growing home library." —Loran Latte
"We’d love to do it again. Having authors present is a great way for students to make connections to 

books." —Alex Bacall

In the wake of the pandemic, many students have been bumped off their literacy journeys. Books for 
Change will help students, especially low-income students, reignite their passion for reading, writing, and 
creativity.

Project calendar* 
Projects must take place after the grant deadline and end before the end of the 2022 spring semester.

If this project is funded, we'll work with teacher-librarians at the two schools in August 2021 to schedule 
visits for the Spring 2022 semester. The appropriate number of books will be shipped to schools in October 
2021 (to give teachers and book groups time to explore curriculum connections and related materials). In-
person author visits (or virtual visits if needed) and writing sessions will take place during the spring 
semester of 2022. All visits will be completed by the end of May 2022.
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Project location* 
Where do your projects take place?

The author visits, presentations, and workshops will take place at two BVSD schools in the City of 
Boulder: Whittier IB Elementary School and Columbine Elementary School (signed venue letters attached).

Project completion date* 
This is the last day of any public event related to the project. Projects must take place after the grant deadline and 
end before the end of the 2022 spring semester.

05/20/2022

Date grant report is due* 
One month after the project completion date.

06/17/2022

Panel evaluation
Benefit to students* 
In what ways will this project directly benefit the students and their growth as cultural participants or in the 
creative industries? What new skills or experiences will be offered?

Students will attend several related sessions. The general inspirational reading, writing, and creativity 
session is appropriate for grades 1st-5th. 4th and 5th graders will participate in smaller writing sessions 
focused on poetry, prose, and how authors work to create books. Book groups will participate in discussion 
and Q&A sessions with the author. 

Though this program, students will grow as cultural participants by:
—Developing their understanding of how books are created.
—Forging personal connections to books.
—Discussing a book that illustrates how literature engages critical current issues like deforestation, the 

climate crisis, and inequality. 

Students will have an opportunity to expand their knowledge and connection to creative industries by:
—Meeting a professional author with dyslexia and seeing how books can be written by someone who 

struggles with writing.
—Learning how the things we struggle with can become the things we get best at.
—Experiencing the transformative power of creativity.

New skills/experiences offered:
—Students will gain practical techniques for improving their own connections with creativity. 
—For many students meeting the author of a book they own can be a new and transformative experience.
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Complementing curriculum and offerings* 
How does this project enhance, or fill a gap in, the generally available curriculum and offerings?For more 
information about Curriculum in Colorado visit this website.

Books for Change compliments several Reading, Writing, and Communicating goals. The inspirational 
literacy sessions and book groups compliment the Reading for All Purposes content area by helping students 
create personal connections to books. All sessions complement Oral Expression and Listening, and the writing 
sessions address curriculum goals and gaps in the Writing and Composition area.

To assist teachers in maximizing curriculum connections, 4th & 5th grade teachers will be provided 
copies of one of the author's books for all students, along with discussion questions and materials to critically 
explore the book. Teachers will also be given creative writing packets (with activities and techniques 
gathered from 25 years of professionally running creative writing sessions in schools) so that interested 
teachers can continue using poetry and creative writing activities long after the author visits. 

Some of the curriculum gaps this project addresses include:
—Encouraging student development of creative writing abilities.
—Fostering explorations of crucial elements of craft including voice, plot, character, figurative language, 

concrete imagery, dialogue, setting, and sensory detail.
—Enhancing student desire to read and write.

Proposed outcomes and evaluation strategy* 
Describe your evaluation strategy for this project and how you will collect data. How will the benefits to the 
students be measured?

Proposed outcomes of this program include:
—Increased engagement in reading and writing.
—Increased understanding of how books are written.
—Increased understanding of how to develop stories using character, setting, and plot techniques.
—Development of voice, concrete language, figurative language, sensory descriptions, and the use of 

poetic devices such as alliteration, stanzas, and sonic elements.
—Increased understanding of how books connect to students' lives and critical issues such as 

deforestation and the need to protect ecosystems.
—Increased understanding of how reading and writing can make a positive difference in our world.
 
We'll evaluate these proposed outcomes and the effectiveness of the program by:
—Sending surveys to participating teachers and students requesting feedback on the program and ways it 

can be improved.

In addition, student learning can be assessed by:
—Having students take AR tests or other reading comprehension tests on the author's books.
—Having students discuss books using the provided discussion questions and materials.
—Having students write follow-up letters to the author commenting on what they gained from the visit or 

the book (such letters will also be used to measure program benefits).

Community Priorities

The City of Boulder’s Community Cultural Plan is a visioning and strategic document that describes how the people 
of Boulder will align efforts, with the support of the municipal government, to achieve our collective vision: 
Together, we will craft Boulder’s social, physical, and cultural environment to include creativity as an essential 
ingredient for the wellbeing, prosperity, and joy of everyone in the community. The Community Priorities are six 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/coloradostandards
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/coloradostandards
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points that summarize the community’s most common responses in answer to the question, “What is your vision 
for Boulder’s culture and creative economy?”.  Reference: Cultural Plan and Community Priorities.

Community Priorities* 
In what way will this project contribute to one or several of the Community Priorities described in the Community 
Cultural Plan?  Does the project contribute to one priority thoroughly?  Or, does it address many?  What specific 
benefits to the community are planned? How will success be measured?

Examples of ways to demonstrate impact on the Community Priorities may include descriptions of how your 
project or organization:

 Supports artists and creative professionals by providing professional development programming.

 Contributes to Boulder’s creative identity and creates a vibrant cultural destination through high artistic 
merit and excellence in the practice of a medium or discipline.

 Engages the community in civic dialogue about the arts through interactive outreach in the 
neighborhoods.

 Adds creativity in the public realm by engaging underserved populations in art making for their 
community.

The Boulder Books for Change program contributes directly to the following Community Priorities:

—It "Adds Creativity in the Public Realm" by increasing the use of creative writing activities, creative 
education, and creative engagement in public schools.

—It "Supports Artists and Creative Professionals" by inspiring students to write and become artists. As 
teachers who participated in the program put it, "Students were really motivated to keep writing after the 
visit," and students "become more interested in writing, becoming authors themselves." (For more program 
reviews see attached materials).

—It "Enhances the Civic Dialog About the Arts" by getting students to think about the importance of 
reading, writing, and literature to them personally, and to solving societal problems.

The program also addresses community priorities like equity and climate change (see attached materials 
on the book 4th & 5th graders will receive for more on this). And the program addresses the vital community 
goal of enhancing joy by helping students develop their appreciation for reading & writing. The writing games 
that are part of the program enable students to explore writing as an intrinsically enjoyable activity that 
enhances creativity.

Cultural equity* 
Among the goals of the Boulder Arts Commission is to encourage the equitable, fair, and just distribution of funds 
in support of the community. This includes providing support to applicants whose organizational leadership or 
audience represent groups who are typically underrepresented, i.e. culturally diverse groups, organizations 
focused on age diversity, etc.)  Describe how your project does or does not fulfill one or several of these 
categories. Describe how your project will address affordability, availability, accessibility, accommodation, and 
acceptability to diverse groups. For reference, please review the Boulder Arts Commission and Americans for the 
Arts Statements on Cultural Equity.

References:
Boulder Arts Commission Statement on Cultural Equity
Americans for the Arts Statement on Cultural Equity

https://boulderarts.org/about-us/community-cultural-plan/
https://boulderarts.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Statement-on-Cultural-Equity.pdf?x64198
http://www.americansforthearts.org/about-americans-for-the-arts/statement-on-cultural-equity
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Books for Change focuses on providing books and life-changing literacy experiences to underserved, 
economically disadvantaged students at Title 1 schools. Todd Mitchell explains, "After performing over 100 
professional author visits across the country, I noticed that the schools that could benefit most from author 
visits often can't afford to bring authors in, and the students who could benefit most from getting a book often 
can't afford one. I want to change this by providing author visits and books for free to schools with large 
populations of economically disadvantaged students. Giving every 4th & 5th grader a book means that no one 
feels left out, and every student is able to develop personal connections to reading, writing, and creativity."

100% of grant funds will go to purchasing books for students. Funding is combined with donated services 
to make the program free to schools and students. The author has experience delivering accessible programs 
to a wide-range of learning needs while integrating diverse groups. Diversity and equity are also core 
elements of the book students will receive as the book features a biracial main character and illustrates how 
groups can work together to develop a more just, sustainable society.

Additional Questions
Boulder focus* 
Are you a Boulder organization/individual serving Boulder or are you an organization/individual outside of Boulder 
and to what degree do you focus on Boulder programming?

The Boulder Books for Change program is focused solely on making a positive difference for young 
readers, writers, and creators in Boulder. Both schools that we're seeking to provide this program for are in 
the Boulder Valley School District, and in the City of Boulder. This year and next year, Books for Change is 
only taking place in Boulder.

 
Although the author who will be performing the author visits currently lives in Fort Collins, he has many 

ties to the Boulder community. He's previously performed several author visits to Boulder Valley School 
District schools including Aspen Creek K-8 School, Summit Charter Middle School, Superior Elementary 
School, Birch Elementary School, Alicia Sanchez IB World School, Whittier Elementary School, and Columbine 
Elementary School. The author's books are well known in Boulder and he's been involved in several 
community literacy events in Boulder, including events with the Boulder Book Store, and being a featured 
author at the Boulder Children's Book Festival.

Encouragement points* 
Among the goals of the Boulder Arts Commission is to encourage the equitable, fair, and just distribution of funds 
in support of the community.  This includes providing support to applicants who have not yet received a grant in 
this cycle. Confirm if your organization has received more than $1,000 in funding from the Boulder Arts 
Commission in the current cycle, including if you’ll be receiving General Operating Support funding.

No
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Attachments
ATTACHMENTS

The following attachments are required. Please title your attachments according to the headings listed below.

Budget summary* 
Provide a brief budget summary for this project including all revenue (monetary and in-kind contributions, 
including this grant) and expenses. Please title the attachment "Budget summary". Permitted file types: xl, xlsx, 
pdf.

BUDGET SUMMARY for Boulder Books for Change 2021-2022.pdf

Partner/Collaborator List* 
Provide a list of each individual / organization that has a significant coordinating role in this project. Please title the 
attachment, "Collaborator list". Include their name, contact information, and role. Permitted file types: doc, docx, 
pdf.

COLLABORATOR LIST for Boulder Books for Change.docx

Venue confirmation letter* 
Attach confirmation from the hosting venue that the project is approved and scheduled. Please title the 
attachment "Venue confirmation letter". Permitted file types: doc, docx, pdf

VENUE LETTERS for BBC Whittier and Columbine Elementary, 2021.pdf

Letters of support 
Attach any letters of support that will be useful in understanding community involvement and enthusiasm for the 
project. This is optional. Please title the file, "Letters of support". Permitted file types: doc, docx, pdf

LETTERS OF SUPPORT for Boulder Books for Change, 2021-2022.pdf

Other support materials 
Attach any documents that will help the jury fully understand the project, including videos and other materials that 
may help the commission evaluate artistic quality. This is optional. Please title the file, "Support materials". 
Permitted file types: doc, docx, xl, xlsx, pdf

SUPPORT MATERIALS FOR BOULDER BOOKS FOR CHANGE GRANT APPLICATION.pdf
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Submission and signature
Application on the website (optional) 
I certify that, if funding is awarded, my application may be presented on the boulderarts.org website. The Office of 
Arts and Culture staff will send a copy of the document to the applicant listed for approval in advance of posting on 
the website.

Yes

Certification* 
I certify that all information contained in this application and attachments is true and accurate. All funded activities 
must provide equal access and equal opportunity in employment and services and may not discriminate on the 
basis of disability, color, creed or religion.

I certify

Full name* 
Todd Mitchell

Submission date* 
04/03/2021

TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION

All required fields must be filled in with the appropriate information and/or attachments. Click on the "Submit 
Application" button and an email notification that your application has been received will be sent. If you do not 
receive a confirmation email, please notify staff immediately. Note that once the application is submitted, it 
cannot be revised or added to. Please make certain that you have included all information and attachments prior 
to submitting.
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File Attachment Summary
Applicant File Uploads
•   BUDGET SUMMARY for Boulder Books for Change 2021-2022.pdf
•   COLLABORATOR LIST for Boulder Books for Change.docx
•   VENUE LETTERS for BBC Whittier and Columbine Elementary, 2021.pdf
•   LETTERS OF SUPPORT for Boulder Books for Change, 2021-2022.pdf
•   SUPPORT MATERIALS FOR BOULDER BOOKS FOR CHANGE GRANT APPLICATION.pdf
 



BOULDER BOOKS FOR CHANGE BUDGET FOR 2021-2022 PROGRAMS 
 

Requested Boulder Arts Commission Arts Education Projects Grant Funding: _$3000.00 
 
 
 
Boulder Books for Change expenses for visits to two Title 1 Boulder Elementary Schools 
 
Author visit fee for two author visits, including multiple interactive literacy sessions, creative 
writing workshops, book signing, and author Q&A: _donated by presenter ($700.00 value) 
 
Travel to schools: _paid by presenter ($104 value figured at 2021 mileage rate) 
 
Venue costs: _donated by schools (see venue letters, $700.00 value) 
 
Session materials and supplies:_donated by presenter ($56.00 value) 
 
270* books to give to 4th and 5th graders at participating schools, purchased at a discount from 
the publisher and shipped to the schools (estimated cost of $13.65 per book, including shipping 
and taxes): _270 x $13.65 = $3685.50 
 
*270 is the current estimated number of incoming 4th and 5th graders for the 2021-2022 
school year for the two participating schools.  
 
Total fiscal value of the program (including donated values): _$5245.50 
 
Total cost of the program (not including donated services and venue costs): _$3845.50 
 
Amount to be paid by presenter, presenter fundraising, and private donors:_$845.50 
 
Grant funding needed to make this program happen: _$3000.00 
 
 
Note from the presenter: If more books are needed to give to students at participating schools 
(since I don't want any students in the participating grades to get left out), I'll pay for those 
books myself. I'm not seeking to make income on this endeavor. Instead, I'm trying to find a 
significant way to give back to my community, to encourage reading, writing, and creativity, 
and to help students in my community recover in the wake of the pandemic when many 
students are feeling isolated and bumped off their literacy journeys. 



BOULDER BOOKS FOR CHANGE COLLABORATOR LIST AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Program Director and Author Presenter:
Todd Mitchell
Associate Professor of English
Director of the CSU Beginning Creative Writing Teaching Program 

Columbine Elementary School program contact:
Jeanette Scotti
Teacher Librarian

Whittier IB Elementary School program contact:
Loran Lattes
Teacher Librarian



BOULDER ARTS COMMISSION ARTS EDUCATION GRANT APPLICATION VENUE LETTER

February 25th, 2021

Whittier Elementary School
2008 Pine Street
Boulder, CO 80302
720-561-2433

To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is to confirm that Todd Mitchell has been in contact with Whittier Elementary 
School, and if his Boulder Books for Change grant is funded, he will perform an author visit 
during the spring 2022 semester at Whittier Elementary School.

Whittier Elementary School will be the venue for Mr. Mitchell's author visit performance, 
presentations, workshops, and book signing. Although the use of this venue is being donated at 
no cost to Mr. Mitchell, the value of this use is estimated at $350.  

Sincerely,

______________________________(signed)

____Loran Lattes________________(printed name)

Title:__________________________

Teacher Librarian





Letters	of	Support	for	Boulder	Books	for	Change	2021	Grant	Application	
	

Comments	from	Teachers	and	Librarians	Who	Participated	in	the	Program	in	2017:	
	
"Putting	a	new,	fun	book	in	the	hands	of	each	5th	grader	was	really	powerful.	It	helped	them	to	see	
themselves	as	readers,	with	their	own	growing	home	library.	The	writing	programs	were	a	great	
extension	to	the	opening	presentation.	Todd	did	a	fantastic	job	of	walking	the	students	through	the	
idea/writing	process.	The	poetry	workshop,	in	particular,	was	accessible	to	all	the	students	(ELD,	
SPED,	etc)."	—Loran	Latte	(Teacher	Librarian)	
	
"The	kids	in	our	class	loved	the	poetry	writing.	They	started	writing	some	creative	poems	on	their	own	
time	and	sharing	them	with	their	classmates.	They	loved	the	book.	It	really	connected	to	some	of	our	
students	environmentally	responsible	natures	and	helped	them	see	the	impacts	that	actions	can	have.	
I	think	it	was	a	great	visit	and	we’d	love	to	do	it	again.	Having	authors	present	is	a	great	way	to	
students	to	make	a	connection	to	books.	They	become	more	interested	in	writing,	becoming	authors	
themselves."	—Alex	Bacall	(Teacher)	
	
"3	things	I	witnessed	in	the	last	week:	1)	In	a	4th	grade	group	kids	made	a	connection	about	a	kid	in	a	
poem	who	came	from	two	cultures	and	Kiri.	They	got	excited	and	said	the	kid	was	like	Kiri.	2)	In	the	
same	group	the	teacher	asked	them	what	you	said	about	writing	and	many	kids	were	able	to	say,	"You	
don't	have	to	be	a	good	writer,	you	have	to	be	a	good	reviser."	She	wants	to	type	your	quote	and	hang	
it	up.	3)	In	another	4th	grade	class,	where	students	are	reading	picture	books	about	people	who	are	
using	their	voice	to	make	change,	the	teacher	made	a	connection	to	Kiri	and	students	were	able	to	
share	how	she	used	her	voice.	And	even	though	she	was	young,	she	was	able	to	make	a	difference...	
We'd	love	to	do	this	program	again."	—Jeanette	Scotti	(Teacher	Librarian)	
	
"Todd	inspired	kids	who	struggle	in	reading	and	writing	to	feel	confident	since	he	shared	that	he	
struggled	in	literacy	growing	up.	I	have	one	student	who	has	never	been	a	big	reader,	but	he	was	so	
motivated	to	read	Todd's	book	so	he	could	go	to	the	pizza	party.	Afterwards,	he	said	he	had	never	read	
a	book	in	a	week,	but	he	did.	Ever	since,	he	has	been	really	excited	to	read	and	has	been	more	
determined	to	read	more	since	then.	The	process	that	Todd	walked	the	students	through	for	
developing	a	story	was	really	quality	and	it	helped	students	create	more	interesting	characters	and	
stories.	Students	were	really	motivated	to	keep	writing	after	the	visit."	—Sarah	Lumbard	(Teacher)	
	
"It	was	great	to	have	a	copy	for	each	5th	grader	so	that	we	could	read	and	discuss	the	beginning	of	the	
book	as	a	group.	These	discussions	sparked	an	interest	in	the	story	and	motivated	students	to	continue	
reading	prior	to	the	visit.	Following	the	writing	session	for	5th	grade,	many	students	seemed	eager	to	
continue	writing.	Some	asked	if	they	could	do	creative	writing	in	place	of	their	reading	homework	and	
have	been	working	on	a	story	every	chance	they	get."	—Leah	Carmalt	(Teacher)	
	
"This	program	was	amazing!!	The	kids	were	inspired	to	just	write.	They	learned	that	even	the	simplest	
of	activities	could	result	in	powerful	poetry.	They	had	FUN	writing	and	hearing	each	other's	writing.	
They	were	also	incredibly	inspired	to	hear	someone	who	struggled	with	reading	and	writing	in	the	
past	become	a	successful	author.	I	think	the	kids	gained	confidence	and	enthusiasm	in	a	new,	unique	
way.	Todd	is	incredibly	good	with	kids	and	exceptionally	engaging.	The	kids	hung	on	his	every	word	
and	all	kids	had	fun	with	their	writing.	Many	kids	wanted	to	keep	working	on	the	poetry	after	he	left.	
The	teachers	were	really	impressed	that	he	is	dyslexic	and	found	that	to	be	SO	inspiring	for	our	kiddos	
who	may	be	struggling	with	that.	His	lessons	on	perseverance	were	as	good	as	the	writing.	He	also	



provided	us	a	packet	of	awesome	ideas	for	teaching	poetry,	which	I	look	really	forward	to	using.	They	
also	were	hooked	by	his	book.	I	read	the	first	two	chapters	and	had	a	hard	time	stopping.	It	is	so	well	
written!	Many	kids	were	racing	to	get	it	read	and	said	it	was	one	of	their	favorite	books	when	they	
finished.	I	can't	say	enough	good	things	about	this	whole	experience!"	—Audrey	Wintory	(Teacher)	
	
	

Images	of	the	Boulder	Books	for	Change	program	from	2017	participating	schools	
	

	



	



	





	

	



	

	
	

Thank	you	to	the	Boulder	Arts	Commission	for	their	generous	support	in	2017.		
This	program	wouldn't	be	possible	without	your	support.		

Please	help	us	bring	Boulder	Books	for	Change	back	for	a	new	group	of	students!	
	



Comments	from	teachers,	librarians,	and	principals	on	Todd	Mitchell's	author	visits:	
	
“I	highly	recommend	Todd	Mitchell	as	a	speaker	for	your	school.	After	each	writing	session,	the	
students	could	be	heard	in	their	classrooms	excitedly	sharing	their	work.	The	passion	in	those	rooms	
was	palpable.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	Mr.	Mitchell	also	took	the	time	to	teach	the	teachers.	As	we	wrote	
together,	we	were	inspired	and	more	importantly,	we	were	reminded	of	why	we	chose	to	teach:	we	
want	our	students	to	feel	that	passion	that	is	the	essence	of	writing	for	oneself.	Even	one	week	after	
his	visit,	teachers	are	still	feeling	that	inspiration	and	are	so	grateful	that	he	came	to	our	school.	Highly,	
highly	recommend.”	—Melissa	Snyder,	Digital	Literacy	Co-Teacher	
	
“The	presentations	for	students	were	excellent.	The	powerpoint	during	the	assembly	was	
inspirational…	The	writer’s	workshop	sessions	were	hands-on	and	filled	with	invaluable	tips	for	good	
fiction	writing.	Overall,	the	whole	thing	tied	in	perfectly	with	our	school	goals	to	improve	writing	
scores	for	students.”		—	Sarah	Oswick,	Principal	
	
“The	presentations	were	awesome	-teachers	and	students	were	talking	about	them	the	following	week	
and	students	are	still	writing	in	their	journals.	.	.	Todd	taught	the	lessons	in	small	chunks	with	
examples,	gave	students	time	to	practice	writing,	and	then	gave	valuable	feedback	to	students	who	
shared	their	writing.	Students	were	very	enthusiastic	about	sharing	their	writing	with	him.	Several	
students	have	come	into	the	library	showing	us	the	writing	they	are	doing	because	they	were	inspired	
by	Todd!”		—	Sharlene	McVey,	Teacher-Librarian	
	
“This	was	an	extremely	valuable	artist-in-residence	experience…	I	would	definitely	recommend	Todd’s	
visit	to	other	teachers.	It	is	one	thing	for	a	teacher	to	deliver	the	writing	curriculum,	but	it’s	wonderful	
to	have	an	author	–	in	their	eyes,	a	cool,	famous	person	–	come	in	and	provide	the	same	message.	Todd	
is	dynamic,	engaging,	and	worked	at	a	level	perfectly	appropriate	for	our	4th-6th	grade	population.	
After	his	visit,	students	got	a	20	minute	recess.	About	half	of	them	took	their	notebooks	and	pencils	out	
to	keep	writing	their	setting,	characters,	and	disasters	in	progress.	That	speaks	for	itself.”	—	Diane	
Odbert,	Teacher	
	
“Todd	ably	handled	both	the	large	group	and	individual	classes.	He	captured	the	students’	attention	
leading	them	through	highly	productive	writing	sessions.	Todd	broke	down	the	steps	involved	in	
writing	poetry	and	fiction,	making	that	blank	white	page	less	intimidating.	With	his	lead,	students	
easily	created	group	and	individual	works.	Todd	tailored	his	sessions,	relating	well	with	participants	
from	3rd	grade	to	Faculty.	He	kept	a	close	eye	on	the	time	and	masterfully	paced	the	presentations.	
The	10	page	teacher	handout,	“Teaching	Poetry	(Games)	to	Grades	K-6″,	gave	many	valuable	general	
approaches,	tips,	sample	poems,	and	over	twenty	poetry	games	to	help	generate	group	and	individual	
writing.	Todd	made	the	students	see	writing	as	worthwhile	and	FUN!	…School	is	still	buzzing	with	
excitement	about	writing.”		—	Anne	Britt,	Director	of	Libraries	
	
“We	could	not	have	asked	for	a	stronger	beginning	to	our	narrative	writing	unit…	In	addition	to	their	
writing,	students	have	been	spreading	‘thumbs-up’	comments	on	the	book	around	our	school.”		—	Joy	
Frasure,	Language	Arts	Teacher	
	
“[The	students]	learned	a	lot,	and	now	look	at	writing	differently	and	in	a	more	positive	light.	I	think	
that	many	of	them	did	not	realize	how	much	reading	and	writing	affect	their	lives.	Many	of	them	also	
expressed	interest	in	creative	writing	and	continuing	the	stories	[Todd]	had	them	start…	The	lessons	
helped	students	to	make	real	world	connections	and	I	was	very	impressed	by	the	positive	effect	



[Todd]	had	on	our	students.”	—	Valarie	Shrum,	Language	Arts	Teacher	
	
	
Comments	from	students	(4th	and	5th	grade):	
	
“Thank	you	for	showing	us	how	to	write	stories.	You	inspired	me	to	write	a	lot.	When	you	weren’t	here	
I	hated	to	write,	but	now	I	love	to	write	a	lot.”	—	Nate,	4th	grade	
	
“I	really	enjoyed	the	session	you	had	with	our	class.	I	learned	so	much	about	making	a	great	story.	I	am	
trying	to	finish	the	story	I	started.	With	all	of	your	great	tips	it	will	be	a	good	story	by	me.	It	was	fun	to	
think	of	all	the	different	stories	you	can	make	up	if	you	just	have	imagination.”	—	Fallyn,	4th	grade	
	
“Thank	you	so	much	for	coming	to	our	school.	I	was	waiting	for	this	opportunity	for	a	long	time.	I	love	
to	read	and	write,	and	I	loved	your	tips…”	—	Austin,	4th	grade	
	
“Thank	you	for	teaching	me	how	to	write	an	interesting	story.	I	hope	to	either	be	a	teacher	or	an	
author	when	I’m	older.	Writing	is	awesome!	I	like	how	you	make	comparisons.”	—	Brandon,	5th	grade	
	
“I	really	enjoyed	it	when	you	came	to	our	school.	You	are	a	great	speaker…	My	favorite	part	was	when	
we	got	to	write	stories	of	our	own.	I	feel	like	I’m	almost	a	real	writer!	Also,	I	liked	the	story	you	gave	us	
as	an	example.	That’s	how	I	want	to	write.	You	really	inspired	me…”	—	Amelia,	5th	grade	
	
“You	gave	me	a	whole	new	perspective	on	writing.	Your	talk	about	the	magic	of	writing	was	
awesome…	And	The	Traitor	King	is	my	favorite	book	of	all	time.	I	finished	it	in	3	days.	It’s	a	real	page	
turner.	I	want	to	be	an	author	when	I	grow	up	and	your	book	is	probably	the	best	writing	I	have	ever	
read.”	—	Tommy,	5th	grade	
	
“You	have	inspired	me	to	write	my	own	book.	I	have	already	started	it	at	my	computer.	I	think	if	we	all	
stopped	reading,	the	world	would	just	be	nonsense	and	boring…” —	Ashley,	5th	grade	
	
“It	was	fun	to	have	you	come	to	our	school.	Your	book	is	the	best	book	I’ve	ever	read…	I	learned	a	lot	
about	writing	and	I	sort	of	want	to	become	an	author	when	I	grow	up.” —	Christian,	5th	grade	
	
“When	I	saw	you	at	the	assembly	I	thought	that	you	had	very	good	tips	and	I	think	that	they	will	help	
me	a	lot…	I	had	a	great	time	meeting	you	and	I	learned	a	lot.	Also	your	website	is	awesomely	cool	and	
when	I	read	some	of	the	tips	you	put	on	there	I	jumped	for	joy.” —	Alea,	5th	grade	
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About the Author Presenter: 
Todd Mitchell is the award-winning author of several books and comics for young readers and adults 
including The Last Panther (Penguin Random House), The Traitor King (Scholastic Press), The Secret to 
Lying (Candlewick Press), Backwards (Candlewick Press) and A Flight of Angels (DC). He has two new 
books coming out with Owl Hollow Press in fall 2021—one for writers, artists, and creators titled 
Breakthrough: How to Overcome Doubt, Fear, and Resistance so that You Can Be Your Ultimate 
Creative Self, and a middle grade novel that's been optioned for film/TV development titled The 
Namer of Spirits. Todd's books have twice won the Colorado Book Award, and his most recent middle 
grade novel The Last Panther won several national awards including the Green Prize for Sustainable 
Literature and the Green Earth Honor Book Award. In addition to his books, he’s published short 
stories, essays, and poems in national and international journals. Currently, he serves as Director of 
the Beginning Creative Writing Teaching Program at Colorado State University. He lives in Fort Collins, 
Colorado with his wife, dog, and two daughters. You can visit him (and learn about his squirrel 
obsession) at www.ToddMitchellBooks.com.  
 
About the book that 4th & 5th graders will receive as part of the program:  
The Namer of Spirits, forthcoming from Owl Hollow Press, October 5th, 2021 
In the frontier village of Last Hope, people dismiss twelve-year-old Ash Narro as a foolish child who 
claims to hear the true names of things. But when enraged forest spirits attack, Ash shows that the 
names she hears have power. After taming a destructive forest spirit, Ash teams up with Fen, a wild 
forest boy, and embarks on an unusual journey to save her village. In this steampunk eco-fantasy, the 
perils of deforestation and the power of friendship are explored through a fantastical adventure 
involving giant mistcats, tempestuous forest spirits, a supernatural puppy, and a girl with a special gift 
for shaping what things become. 
 
More about the book and why I wrote it: 
Although The Namer of Spirits takes place in a fictional forest frontier, the book was inspired by real 
events as reported on in an investigative series done by NPR. The series documented how poverty is 
being used by corrupt government officials in Brazil to drive illegal rainforest destruction. In those 
reports, Lulu Garcia-Navarro said, “The poor are the tip of the spear that pushes civilization forward 
into the wilderness.” That quote, and the complex reality it conveys, planted the seed that blossomed 
into this innovative exploration of some of the most important environmental and social challenges 
we face. 
 
Note: Since The Namer of Spirits is being published in the fall, it hasn't yet been reviewed. However, I 
honestly think that it's the best book for young readers (ages 9-12) I've written. My previous middle 
grade novel won the Colorado Book Award, several national awards, and was positively reviewed and 
recommended by national journals including School Library Journal, Booklist, and the Bank Street 
Children's Book Commission, where it was listed as one of their "Best Books of the Year." Although 
The Namer of Spirits isn't out yet, it has been optioned for film/TV development by Good Neighbors 
Media, with Jennifer Phang scheduled to direct. Here's a Deadline article on that deal: 
https://deadline.com/2019/03/jennifer-phang-the-naming-girl-ya-novel-directing-cloak-dagger-the-
boys-1202579597/ 
 
*Sneak peak of the cover art (by Asur Misoa) for The Namer of Spirits included on the next page. 



 
Note: This art and title work is not yet complete. Please keep this cover confidential. 

 

Some of the author's other published novels:

 




