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Application Form

Grant information and confirmation
Si prefiere leer esta información en español, por favor haga clic aquí. Se puede responder a la solicitud en español. 
Un miembro del personal de la Oficina de Artes y Cultura traducirá sus respuestas para que sean revisadas por el 
panel. 

DESCRIPTION: Community Project Grants encourage innovation and exploration in order to achieve progress on 
the Community Priorities from Boulder’s Community Cultural Plan.

PURPOSE:  The Community Cultural Plan identifies a set of “Community Priorities” derived directly from the hopes 
and aspirations of Boulder’s residents:

 Support the resiliency and sustainability of cultural organizations to enhance their ability to benefit the 
community.

 Create a supportive environment for artists and creative professionals, while fostering innovative thinking 
and leadership among them.

 Prioritize the civic dialogue about the ability of culture to positively contribute to the economy, social 
offerings, the environment, and the authentic expression of diversity.

 Develop Boulder’s creative identity in becoming an innovative world leader in cultural matters and 
projects that identity to the region and the world.

 Focus on the expression of culture and creativity in the public realm through public art, the urban 
landscape, culture in the neighborhoods, and serendipitous encounters with the arts.

 Amplify the vibrancy of Boulder’s cultural destinations: the lively mix of museums, performance venues, 
events, districts, studios, maker spaces, and other facilities that make Boulder an enticing place to visit, 
live, play, and work. Fill in the gaps and address issues of access and affordability.

These complex issues are the most important initiatives we can work on as a cultural community in the coming 
years. The purpose of the Community Projects Grant is to encourage innovation and exploration in order to 
achieve progress on these Community Priorities.

Total funds: $80,000

Awards: Organizations $60,000 @ maximum $10,000 each // Individuals $20,000 @ maximum $5,000 each

Details: The award amount of $10,000 for organizations or $5,000 for individuals is the maximum grant offered. 
Smaller requests will be accepted.

Cycle: Annually.

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT APPLICATIONS – INDIVIDUALS: Friday, January 18 at 11:59 p.m.
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT APPLICATIONS – ORGANIZATIONS: Monday, February 11 at 11:59 p.m.

Community Project Grants – Individuals

https://boulderarts.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Complete-application-Community-Project-Grant-Esp.pdf
https://boulderarts.org/about-us/community-cultural-plan/
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 Friday, January 18 at 11:59 p.m. – Deadline for applications

 Jan. 18 to January 23 – Review by staff for eligibility. Revision by applicants if necessary

 Jan. 23 to Feb. 8 – Preliminary review and score by panel (17 days)

 Feb. 8 to Feb. 13 – Score processing by staff

 Feb. 13 – Preliminary scores posted online

 Feb. 13 to Feb. 20 - Applicants prepare 3-minute optional presentation for the Arts Commission meeting

 Feb. 20 – Arts Commission meeting. Presentations by applicants; panel rescore; discussion and final 
decisions on grants

Community Project Grants – Organizations

 Monday, February 11 at 11:59 p.m. - Deadline for applications

 Feb. 11 to Feb. 15 - Review by staff for eligibility and revision by applicants if necessary

 Feb. 15 to March 8 - Preliminary review and score by panel (22 days)

 March 8 to March 13 - Score processing by staff

 March 13 - Preliminary scores posted online

 March 13 to March 20 - Applicants prepare 3-minute optional presentation for the Arts Commission 
meeting

 March 20 - Arts Commission meeting. Presentations by applicants; panel rescore; discussion and final 
decisions on grants

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

 General eligibility. Meets all general eligibility requirements.

 Open to all. Anyone may apply once the General Eligibility Guidelines are met, including individuals, 
artists, non-profit organizations, organizations with pending non-profit status, fiscally sponsored 
organizations and for-profit organizations with a community focus. Organizations not headquartered in 
Boulder may be considered (refer to Panel Evaluation question entitled Boulder Focus).

 Service area and programming.  Projects must have a significant component of public programming that 
takes place within the city limits of Boulder. This programming must meet the criteria described in the 
Chapter 14-1-2 of the City of Boulder Revised Code.

 Projects must take place after the grant funding decision and be completed by June 30, 2020.

REVIEW PROCESS

 Deliberation. Grant proposals are reviewed by the Boulder Arts Commission grants panel, which is 
composed of the five Boulder Arts Commissioners and four members of the arts community. Final 
granting decisions are made at Boulder Arts Commission meetings. See schedule.

 Evaluation criteria.

o Community priorities (Maximum 8 points)

o Cultural offerings (Maximum 8 points)

o Full access (Maximum 8 points)

o Proposed outcomes and evaluation strategy (Maximum 8 points)

o Boulder focus (Maximum 4 points)

http://boulderarts.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/General-Eligibility-Requirements-only.pdf
https://www.municode.com/library/co/boulder/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT14AR
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o Encouragement points (Maximum 4 points)

o Cultural equity (Maximum 4 points)

 The complete scoring system and rubric for the Community Project Grant can be found here.

GRANT AWARDS

 Notifications and dispersal of funds. Staff notifies all applicants if their proposals have been accepted or 
declined. If accepted, grantees must contact the grant coordinator to arrange for payment. Checks are 
sent by mail or electronically to bank accounts designated by the recipients.

 Communications. All official communications and notifications will be made to the named individual 
applicant or person designated as the organization contact. It is this person's responsibility to 
communicate Boulder Arts Commission requirements of the grant award to any collaborators or other 
participants. This includes, but is not limited to, such things as compliance with grant agreements, 
identifying Boulder Arts Commission sponsorship on publicity materials, and reporting issues.

 Implementation. Grantees shall implement programs / projects as outlined in the grant application. Any 
changes to the project, venue, grantee address, schedule, or staff / team members must be reported to 
culturegrants@boulderlibrary.org.

 Award amount. The Boulder Arts Commission reserves the right to adjust the amount of a grant award 
offered to an applicant. There are no restrictions as to the minimum amount that may be requested.

 PERA impacts. Retirees affiliated with the Colorado Public Employees Retirement Association (PERA) will 
be impacted by a withholding requirement enacted by the Colorado State Legislature, if awarded a City of 
Boulder arts grant. Details are available on the PERA website. See "Disclosure of Compensation."

 IRS taxation. Grant awards are non-transferable. Grant awards are taxable and are reported to the federal 
government. Upon award, a current IRS form W-9 must be submitted for the City of Boulder Finance 
Department records for each grant recipient, whether the recipient is an individual or an 
organization/business. The W-9 must be in the same name as the grant recipient named on the grant 
application. Failure to supply the corresponding W-9 number will invalidate the grant award.

 Agreement. When a funding award is made by the Boulder Arts Commission, the recipient will be 
contacted by staff to sign a grant project agreement with the City of Boulder. In the agreement, the 
recipient will indicate the completion date of the project and the date a grant report will be submitted to 
the Boulder Arts Commission. Reports are required one month after the project is completed, unless the 
agreement states otherwise. The report must be completed through the online system found at 
boulderarts.org.

 Vendor forms. All grantees must submit a City of Boulder vendor form and current IRS W-9 form so that 
they may be added to the City’s vendor list. Individuals must also submit an Immigration Status Affidavit 
and Determination of Independent Contractor / Employee Status for Payment document. The State of 
Colorado law requires proof of legal residency at the time of payment. The W-9 must be in the same 
name as the grant recipient named on the grant application. The Grants Coordinator will send the 
appropriate forms to grant recipients.

 Issuance of funding checks. Once the agreement is signed, staff of the Office of Arts and Culture will 
submit it to City Finance along with the invoice. Funds are delivered within the next 3 weeks. Grants are 
initially funded at 80 percent of the grant amount awarded. The remaining 20 percent of the grant 
awarded is paid out upon receipt and Boulder Arts Commission approval of the grant report which is 

https://boulderarts.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/2019-Scoring-System.pdf
mailto:culturegrants@boulderlibrary.org
https://www.copera.org/retirees/working-after-retirement
http://boulderarts.org/
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required one month after the project is completed. Failure to submit a final grant report will result in 
ineligibility to apply for future grants.

 Acknowledgment of Boulder Arts Commission funding. All publicity for Boulder Arts Commission-funded 
projects must include the following credit line: This project is funded (or funded in part) by a grant from 
the Boulder Arts Commission, an agency of the Boulder City Council. In lieu of the credit line, the Boulder 
Arts Commission Logo may be used. The grantee will also be asked to sign a release form and to submit 
photographs and/or videos of the project that the Office and Arts and Culture will be able to use on their 
website, social media, printed materials or any other publicity.

 Release form. The grantee will be asked to sign a release form and to submit photographs and / or videos 
of the project that the Office and Arts and Culture will be able to use on their website, social media, 
printed materials or any other publicity.

 Thanking City Council. It is suggested that all grant recipients write the Boulder City Council members to 
thank them for supporting the Boulder Arts Commission and the Office of Arts and Culture. Please let 
them know how this grant will be used, and the difference it will make to your organization. Please also 
invite them to attend your events and programs. Visit the City Council website page to find out more 
about contacting City Council members.

REQUIRED REPORTING

 Timeframe for reporting. The grant report is due one month after the project is completed.

 Method. Submit the report through the online system access through the boulderarts.org website. Log in 
with the same user name and password utilized to submit the application for funds. After logging in, go to 
the ‘Dashboard’, then you’ll see a ‘Follow Up’ section for the grant. On the far right is the ‘Edit’ button. 
That will take you to complete the final report.

 Extension requests for reporting. If circumstances delay the grant recipient’s ability to complete the 
project and/or the report, the recipient must notify the Commission before the original report deadline. 
The recipient must submit an email addressed to the Boulder Arts Commission at 
culturegrants@boulderlibrary.org that includes each of the following items:

o an update on the project status,

o a request to change the project completion date,

o a new report due date.

 Responsibility. The grant recipient is responsible for submitting a report by the due date. The Commission 
recommends reviewing the online report form well in advance. There is no grace period for the report.

 Consequence of Delinquent Report. Unless an extension request is approved by the Boulder Arts 
Commission in advance of the due date, any individuals or organizations / businesses attached as 
collaborators on the project will no longer be eligible to apply for Boulder Arts Commission grant funds 
until the report has been received.

Certification* 
I certify that I have read the above information and that this project meets the Boulder Arts Commission’s 
eligibility requirements and, if a funding award is made, will continue to comply with the Boulder Arts 
Commission’s requirements and meet with guidelines for high artistic quality, community impact, inclusiveness, 
funding acknowledgment and reporting.

http://boulderarts.org/bac/downloadable-logos/
http://boulderarts.org/bac/downloadable-logos/
https://bouldercolorado.gov/city-council
file://boulder.local/share/Library/Office%20of%20Arts%20+%20Culture/03%20Grants%20&%20Cultural%20Org%20Program/Cultural%20Grants/2018%20Grants/Grant%20program%20documents/boulderarts.org
mailto:culturegrants@boulderlibrary.org
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I certify

Applicant information
Discipline* 
Select your discipline. If multi-discipline, please check all that apply.

Theater

Tax status* 
Cultural organizations/businesses are eligible. Nonprofit status is not required for this category.

For profit

Date established* 
Add the date your organization was established. If not applicable write N/A.

05/01/2013

Mission statement* 
If not applicable write N/A.

Public Works Theatre Company creates new and exuberant theatre for families to engage our wonder, 
delight, and curiosity. Our education programs nurture creativity, self-awareness, and ensemble play.

Based in Boulder, Colorado, we offer professional theatrical productions and educational programs in 
local venues and on tour.

Annual budget 
If applying as an organization. 

$21,000.00

Geographic area served* 
If not applicable write N/A.

Largely Boulder and along the Front Range
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For individuals: organizational affiliation 
Even if an organizational affiliation is stated, awards will be made to the individual whose account is associated 
with this application. If no organization affiliated, please state 'none'.

Public Works Theatre Company

Number of full time employees* 
If not applicable write 0.

0

Number of part time employees* 
If not applicable write 0.

1

Number of volunteers* 
If not applicable write 0.

3

Project information
Project title* 

The Luster of Lost Things

Amount requested* 
The maximum award amount offered is $10,000 for organizations or $5,000 for individuals. Smaller requests will 
be accepted.

$5,000.00

Project summary* 
Provide a brief overview of the project.

Public Works Theatre Company respectfully requests $5,000 toward The Luster of Lost Things, a new 
work of puppetry and physical theatre for family audiences based on the book by Sophie Chen Keller. Silenced 
by a communication disorder, Walter Lavender Jr.'s life is lonely, despite a magical life nestled in his mother's 
enchanted dessert shop. When the book at the root of the shop's magic vanishes, Walter embarks on a 
journey to find it, encountering an unforgettable cast of lost souls. The Luster of Lost Things is a musing on 
our capacity for kindness and our ability to heal. It asks the question of why we become lost and how we are 
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found. The Luster of Lost Things will be an innovative mix of physical theatre with different styles of 
puppetry including Czech Black, tabletop, and shadow. The local blues band Hotfoot will create the original 
score. The Luster of Lost Things will be performed at the Wesley Chapel March 7-8, 2020 at 11am and 2pm.

Project calendar* 
Projects must take place after the grant deadline and be completed by June 30, 2020.

*4/2/19-12/4/19: Writing and rehearsal process. It is organized in month-long blocks toggling between 
writing, building, and rehearsing. Rehearsals will take place in a home studio in Lafayette and Woodsongs 
music shop in Boulder, 2-3 times per week for 3 hours each rehearsal. 

*12/5-6/19: Tech at Mary Miller Theatre 
*December 7-8, 2019: Workshop showings at 11am 
*1/6/20-2/28/20: Rehearsal and refinement
*3/2-6/20: Tech 
* 3/7-8/20: Performances at 11am and 2pm
*4/6/20: Final report due

Project location* 
Where do your projects take place?

The Luster of Lost Things will take place at the Wesley Chapel in Boulder.

Collaboration* 
Describe your and/or your organization's most significant interactions with other organizations and efforts. If this is 
a solo project with no partners beyond the applicant, respond with "None."

We are collaborating with Hotfoot, a local blues/rock band, on the original sound design. 
We will have workshop performances at the Mary Miller Theater December  7-8, 2019, coordinating with 

Lafayette Theater Company on the technical elements of the show. 
INCITE productions out of Denver will research, design, and build the tourable set. 
Woodsongs music store is our main rehearsal venue. 

Project completion date* 
This is the last day of any public event related to the project. Project must be completed by June 30, 2020.

03/08/2020

Date grant report is due* 
One month after the project completion date.

04/06/2020
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Panel evaluation
Community Priorities. The City of Boulder’s Community Cultural Plan is a visioning and strategic document that 
describes how the people of Boulder will align efforts, with the support of the municipal government, to achieve 
our collective vision: Together, we will craft Boulder’s social, physical, and cultural environment to include 
creativity as an essential ingredient for the wellbeing, prosperity, and joy of everyone in the community. The 
Community Priorities are six points that summarize the community’s most common responses in answer to the 
question, “What is your vision for Boulder’s culture and creative economy?” Reference: Cultural Plan and 
Community Priorities.

Community Priorities* 
Examples of ways to demonstrate impact on the Community Priorities may include descriptions of how your 
project or organization:

 Supports artists and creative professionals by providing professional development programming.

 Contributes to Boulder’s creative identity and creates a vibrant cultural destination through high artistic 
merit and excellence in the practice of a medium or discipline.

 Engages the community in civic dialogue about the arts through interactive outreach in the 
neighborhoods.

 Adds creativity in the public realm by engaging underserved populations in art making for their 
community.

In what way will this project contribute to one or several of the Community Priorities described in the Community 
Cultural Plan? Does the project contribute to one priority thoroughly?

The Luster of Lost Things contributes to Boulder's creative identity by offering an original work of 
puppetry using forms not often seen in Boulder County. For example, Czech Black is a style in which objects 
may appear, disappear, or move as if by magic. We’ll use this technique for one setting in our play, the dessert 
shop, in which pastry mice skitter and croissants yawn and stretch languidly. Our work is created for family 
audiences because I believe children deserve high quality, professional theatre tailor-made for them. It's 
important to cultivate our youth as the next generation of theatre-goers and for children to see a wide variety 
of theatre. We keep costs low for accessibility, and we also tour to Title 1 schools to assure underserved 
populations have the opportunity to see live professional theatre. Evidence of our reputation for excellence 
lies in our numbers. Last year we doubled our audience reach, from 1,000 in 2017 to just over 2,000 in 2018. 
We also added nine new venues to our touring roster, five of them in Boulder.

Cultural offerings* 
In what way does your project fill a gap in the variety of cultural offerings in Boulder? What is exciting or new 
about your project?

The Luster of Lost Things is an original work, bringing to life a hero's journey with an exceptional and 
diverse cast of characters. The play's main character is a boy with a communication disorder, highlighting his 
dis/ability as a unique and subtle way of understanding the world. The ways in which we incorporate 
different forms of puppetry is innovative, and I am looking forward to working with Czech Black and 
introducing that to our audiences. The original score and musical accompaniment of Hotfoot will set a cool, 
bluesy, urban tone for the story, set in New York City. 

Boulder does not yet have a vibrant puppetry scene. Our shows offer theatre that is fresh for the 
community, and our past new works with puppetry have been warmly received.

https://boulderarts.org/about-us/community-cultural-plan/
https://boulderarts.org/about-us/community-cultural-plan/
https://boulderarts.org/about-us/community-cultural-plan/
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Cultural equity* 
Among the goals of the Boulder Arts Commission is to encourage the equitable, fair, and just distribution of funds 
in support of the community. This includes providing support to applicants whose organizational leadership or 
audience represent groups who are typically underrepresented, i.e. culturally diverse groups, organizations 
focused on age diversity, etc.)  Describe how your project does or does not fulfill one or several of these 
categories. Describe how your project will address affordability, availability, accessibility, accommodation, and 
acceptability to diverse groups. For reference, please review the Boulder Arts Commission and Americans for the 
Arts Statements on Cultural Equity.

References:
Boulder Arts Commission Statement on Cultural Equity
Americans for the Arts Statement on Cultural Equity

*The Luster of Lost Things has as its main character a boy who has a communication disorder. The story 
is set in NYC, and the characters are diverse, with central themes of dis/ability, homelessness, and 
gentrification. There is socioeconomic and ethnic diversity in the play, which will be reflected in casting 
puppeteers/actors.

*We actively seek out Title 1 schools for in-school performances so that underserved children have access 
to live theatre. 

*We work mostly with women, which is unusual in the field of theatre. 
*The age range of our audiences is increasingly diverse, from ages 2-90. 
*We will introduce a sensory friendly show in this run to accommodate and welcome people with sensory 

processing disorders and other sensory issues.

Proposed outcomes and evaluation strategy* 
Describe your evaluation strategy for this project and how you will collect data. Please also include your goals for 
this project and how the benefit to the community will be measured.

The success of this project will be measured by achieving the following goals: 
* An audience of 225 for the premiere weekend 
* Positive feedback from our audiences
* A promotional video for future bookings 
* Submission to three national puppetry festivals for 2021

This is how we will evaluate our success and benefit to the community: 
* Through audience size, monitored through our ticket sales
* We do a talk-back after the show to answer questions, share our process, and get audience feedback.
* I will have a brief survey for audience feedback and to collect quotes.  
* I will create a video of the show for future bookings, and invite key personnel from other venues to the 

premiere. 
* Acceptance into a national puppetry festival 2021
* We always do a SWOT analysis for our own benefit, to continually improve upon our work.

https://boulderarts.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Statement-on-Cultural-Equity.pdf?x64198
http://www.americansforthearts.org/about-americans-for-the-arts/statement-on-cultural-equity
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Additional Questions
Boulder focus*
Are you a Boulder organization/individual serving Boulder or are you an organization/individual outside of Boulder 
and to what degree do you focus on Boulder programming?

We are a Boulder-based organization. Founded in 2013, all of our shows have been produced in Boulder 
at The Dairy (Best of Fringe 2014, 2015), Chautauqua, Boulder Public Library (Jaipur Literary Festival, 
Canyon Theater, NoBo), Wesley Chapel, and Mackintosh Academy. We successfully expanded the reach of the 
Boulder Fringe Festival to include family audiences with shows in 2014-2015. Our 2017 show, Flight of 
Fancy, was seen by over 1,000 people including Boulder venues at Chautauqua and the Jaipur Literary 
Festival. Last year we expanded in Boulder with shows at Boulder Community School of Integrated Studies 
and University Hill and a premiere of Xperiment! at Chautauqua. Our after school program is based at 
University Hill Elementary School.

Encouragement points*
Among the goals of the Boulder Arts Commission is to encourage the equitable, fair, and just distribution of funds 
in support of the community.  This includes providing support to applicants who have not yet received a grant in 
this cycle. Confirm if your organization has been funded in the current cycle.

No

Attachments
ATTACHMENTS

The following attachments are required. Please title your attachments according to the headings listed below.

Budget summary*
Provide a brief budget summary for this project including all revenue (monetary and in-kind contributions, 
including this grant) and expenses. Please title the attachment "Budget summary". Permitted file types: xl, xlsx, 
pdf.

Budget Summary.pdf

Partner/Collaborator List
Provide a list of each individual / organization that has a significant coordinating role in this project. Please title the 
attachment, "Collaborator list". Include their name, contact information, and role. Permitted file types: doc, docx, 
pdf.

Collaborator List.pdf
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Venue confirmation letter* 
Attach confirmation from the hosting venue that the project is approved and scheduled. Please title the 
attachment "Venue confirmation letter". Permitted file types: doc, docx, pdf

Venue Confirmation Letter.pdf

Letters of support 
Attach any letters of support that will be useful in understanding community involvement and enthusiasm for the 
project. This is optional. Please title the file, "Letters of support". Permitted file types: doc, docx, pdf

Letter of Support.pdf

Other support materials 
Attach any documents that will help the jury fully understand the project, including videos and other materials that 
may help the commission evaluate artistic quality. This is optional. Please title the file, "Support materials". 
Permitted file types: doc, docx, xl, xlsx, pdf

Support Materials.pdf

Submission and signature
Application on the website (optional) 
I certify that, if funding is awarded, my application may be presented on the boulderarts.org website. The Office of 
Arts and Culture staff will send a copy of the document to the applicant listed for approval in advance of posting on 
the website.

Yes

Certification* 
I certify that all information contained in this application and attachments is true and accurate. All funded activities 
must provide equal access and equal opportunity in employment and services and may not discriminate on the 
basis of disability, color, creed or religion.

I certify

Full name* 
Sondra Blanchard

Submission date* 
01/18/2019
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TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION

All required fields must be filled in with the appropriate information and/or attachments. Click on the "Submit 
Application" button and an email notification that your application has been received will be sent. If you do not 
receive a confirmation email, please notify staff immediately. Note that once the application is submitted, it 
cannot be revised or added to. Please make certain that you have included all information and attachments prior 
to submitting.



Sondra Blanchard Public Works Theatre Company

Printed On: 22 November 2019 2019 Community Project Grant - Individual Applicants 14

File Attachment Summary
Applicant File Uploads
• Budget Summary.pdf
• Collaborator List.pdf
• Venue Confirmation Letter.pdf
• Letter of Support.pdf
• Support Materials.pdf



The Luster of Lost Things Budget 
 

EXPENSES 
Item Description Amount 
Project materials Costumes ($250), set, puppets 

($1500) 
$1750 

Venue Mary Miller = 0, Wesley 
Chapel = $1200 

$1200 

Fees and services Videography ($500), Graphic 
designer ($200), light/sound 
op ($340) 

$1040 

Personnel Puppet designer/builder 
($3000), performer stipends 
($4500), director stipend 
($1700), set/lights/costume 
($2200), Hotfoot ($1200) 

$12600 

Other expenses Publicity & insurance $600 
TOTALS   $17,190 

 
 
 
INCOME 

Source Amount 
Lafayette Cultural Arts Commission--secured $1000 
Personal funding--secured $3463 
Henson Foundation family grant--pending $4000 
Crowd-funding campaign--pending $3727 
Boulder Arts + Culture $5000 
TOTALS  $17,190 

 
 
 
IN-KIND EXPENSES 

Item Value 
40 Volunteer hours $800 
200 hours rehearsal space @ $10/hour $2000 
TOTAL $2800 

 
 

 



 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 January 16, 2019 

To whom it may concern, 

 

This letter confirms Public Works Theatre Company will perform The Luster of Lost Things at the 

Wesley Chapel on March 7-8, 2020 with performances at 11am and 2pm. Tech will occur the week 

of March 1, 2020 for a total of 16 hours, times TBD. The total cost, including tech orientation and 

damage deposit, is $1200.00. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Bradford 
Rebecca Bradford 
Office Administrator 
Wesley Foundation at CU 
1290 Folsom Street 
Boulder, CO 80302 
Office 303.443.3934  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wesley Fellowship 
The Wesley Foundation at the University of Colorado 
a Reconciling Campus Ministry of the United Methodist Church      

Wesley Center 

1290 Folsom Street | Boulder, CO 80302-6810 
Phone: 303.443.3934 | e-mail:  admin@weslyf.org  

www.wesleyf.org 



 

 

Erin Williams 
861 Cypress Dr Boulder, Colorado 80303 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
 
I am writing in support of Public Works Theatre Co. in Lafayette, Colorado to share how much my family has 
enjoyed and benefited from their programs. I have two children, ages 9 and 6, whom both have attended 
various shows and camps Public Works has developed and organized for the past four years since we first found 
them. I know firsthand how these programs have improved children's lives through a greater understanding of 
art, storytelling, and the magic of laughter. 
 
Our first experience with Public Works productions was the show Wanda and the Wave. A very sweet and funny 
story which had the entire audience laughing and crying.  We loved the story and how the performance included 
the children’s comments and reactions.  It was imaginative and heartfelt. 

We recognized the talent of Sondra Blanchard immediately and signed up our eldest, five at the time, for Clown 
Camp where my child was allowed to be silly but also learn appropriate ways to express that silliness; the how 
and when it’s suitable to entertain others with physical comedy.  Using her body to do prat falls was more fun to 
her than her regimented gymnastics class.  She would focus for twenty minutes at a time balancing a feather on 
her finger or nose.  We witnessed a lot of developmental skills being practiced in a very fun way for the kids in 
the camp. We liked Clown Camp so much that we have gone every year it’s been offered since and my youngest 
has also joined in on the love of this class.  

Nosy Neighbors came next, which is my personal favorite.  We’ve seen it three or four times, first with Pia and 
Worthington, and then with Pia and Pashminka.   A story of friendship, adaptability, and love. It’s amazing what 
Public Works can do with just cardboard as set props!  We loved the show so much the first time, we brought 
friends every time thereafter and still quote many lines as well as the slow-motion mailbox scene (to the 
Chariots of Fire musical score playing in the background, which was hysterical).  
 
Edwina The Great and Her Amazing Traveling Flea Circus had both my children convinced there were actual fleas 
in the room.  It was an enjoyable performance for all ages; excitement, joy, sadness, and resiliency.  Somehow 
all those emotions were there in only 45 minutes and you left laughing and proud of what those fleas could 
accomplish.  The set props were amazingly intricate and well thought out.   There were even miniature programs 
and magnified lenses for the audience to use that added to the ambiance of the show.    

Public Works Theatre Co. impressed me so much with past performances that I was happy to help contribute to 
the crowd funding for Flight of Fancy.  Flight of Fancy is different than Public Works other performances, it’s 
more about character development and imagination than physical comedy.  I love the breadth of talent and 
diversity of the Public Works offerings.  My children love the show but just as important to them is the time 
after the show to see the puppets and masks and understand the art and design aspects of putting on a show 
like this. 

The Public Works Theatre Co. puts a great deal of thought, time, imagination, and creativity into everything they 
do and not only my family, but the entire community benefits from it.   Every show has been different from the 
previous one, and each one touching, well done, interactive, and AMAZING.  They represent an extremely 
important contribution to understanding of the arts for children and adults and provide emotional release and 
safe place to explore the beauty of silliness. 

Your financial support for Public Works Theatre Co. is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Erin Williams 



Public Works Theatre Company Work Samples 
 

 
 

 
Pia in Xperiment! Photo by Shawn Cupolo 

     Armistead and Louise on thin ice. Photo by Shawn Cupolo 
 

Website: http://www.publicworkstheatre.com (Available AND new Website soon!) 
 
Xperiment! video clip: https://youtu.be/pPnItOp94Vc 
 
Oh Gnome You Don’t video clip: https://youtu.be/MQ0MBiZMGtg 
 
Flight of Fancy video clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca3AgrW_Gfc 

 
Wanda & the Wave promotional video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-°©‐ 
JzbglWcz3A 

 

Flight of Fancy article in Westword: http://www.westword.com/arts/sondra-
blanchard-of-public-works-theatre-company-talks-about-flight-of-fancy-8985276 
 
Edwina the Great and Her Amazing Traveling Flea Circus article in Westword: 
http://www.westword.com/event/edwina-the-great-and-her-traveling-flea-circus-
7494651 
 
Nosy Neighbors article in the Daily Camera: 
http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment/ci_27921799/public-works-theatre-
company-premieres-nosy-neighbors-mary-miller-lafayette 
 
Wanda & the Wave article in the Daily Camera: 
http://www.dailycamera.com/entertainment/ci_26509368/2014-boulder-
international-fringe-festival-offers-typical-wacky-lineup 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.publicworkstheatre.com/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca3AgrW_Gfc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca3AgrW_Gfc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca3AgrW_Gfc
http://www.westword.com/arts/sondra-blanchard-of-public-works-theatre-company-talks-about-flight-of-fancy-8985276
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Evocative Puppet Images for the Aesthetic of The Luster of Lost Things 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

These puppets were created by 
Richard Lacroix and to my delight they 
were on display in shop windows in 
Montreal during the Festival de 
Casteliers, a puppetry festival. These 
puppets are evocative of some of the 
characters in The Luster of Lost 
Things. Set in New York, the puppet 
cast will reflect the diversity of NYC. 
Since puppetry is such a visual form, I 
want to give you insight as to a 
possible aesthetic. 




