Boulder Arts Commission Retreat Agenda
October 16, 2019
PLEASE NOTE: The Retreat will be in session from 1:00 – 7:00 pm
Location: Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, 1750 13th Street
1.

CALL TO ORDER
Approval of Agenda

2.

REVIEW OF MINUTES

3.

PUBLIC COMMENT

4.

CULTURAL PLAN DISCUSSION 20 minutes

5.

MATTERS FROM STAFF 10 minutes
A. Questions about the Manager’s Memo – Matt
B. Update on the 2020 budget – David
C. ACTION: Approve Arts Commissioner Application for 2020

6.

PUBLIC ART PROGRAM 60 minutes
A. DISCUSSION: 2019 – 2020 Public Art Implementation Plan

7.

GRANT PROGRAM 90 minutes
A. ACTION: Grant Reports
• Community Project Grant 2018, Motus Theater, UndocuAmerica Performance & Radio
Project, $10,000
B. ACTION: 2020 Grant Cycle Blueprint

8.

2020 WORK PLAN 30 minutes

9.

MATTERS FROM COMMISSIONERS 30 minutes
A. DISCUSSION: Position of the Arts Commission regarding Dance Organizations – Mark
B. DISCUSSION: Annual Priorities Letter to City Council – Mark

10.

Q&A WITH CITY MANAGER JANE BRAUTIGAM 30 minutes

11.

Welcome and Tour of BMoCA, Dinner 45 minutes

12. GRANTS PANEL INTERVIEWS 45 minutes
13. ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF BOULDER
BOULDER, COLORADO
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS MEETING
MINUTES
Name of Board/ Commission: Boulder Arts Commission
Date of Meeting: September 18, 2019 at the Main Boulder Public Library, 1001 Arapahoe Ave.
Contact information preparing summary: Celia Seaton, 303-441-3206
Commission members present: Mark Villarreal, Erica Joos, Bruce Borowsky (note: Joos arrived at 6:10 PM)
Commission members absent: Kathleen McCormick, Devin Hughes
Panel members present: Sarah Braverman, Katharine Reece, Leah Brenner Clack
Panel members absent: Belgin Yucelen
Library staff present:
Matt Chasansky, Office of Arts & Culture Manager
Lauren Click, Coordinator, Grants
Mary Haan, Coordinator, Programs for Artists
Mandy Vink, Coordinator, Public Art
David Farnan, Director
Celia Seaton, Administrative Specialist
City staff present:
None
Members of the public present: Marla Schulz (The Spark), Stephanie Swartz, Madalene, and Heather (Phoenix Asylum),
Dianela Acosta (Boulder Opera Company), and Elaine Schnabel (Boulder Chorale)
Type of Meeting: Regular
Agenda Item 1: Call to order and approval of agenda
[0:00:08 Audio min.]
The meeting was called to order. Villarreal: due to commission attendance, the meeting began with discussion item C under
Item 5 was moved ahead of other items that require a vote. There was nodding approval for this adjustment.
Agenda Item 2: Review of Minutes
[0:22:05 Audio min.]
Item 2A, Approval/Review of August 2019 Meeting Minutes
Villarreal asked the commission for changes or addendums regarding these minutes. Seaton noted that changes sent in by
McCormick and Borowsky have been incorporated. Villarreal requested inclusion of his assurance that Cindy Brandle’s
appeal won’t factor into future grant decisions as well as Borowsky’s observation of the appeal process. Joos moved to
approve the August minutes as amended, Borowsky seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.
Agenda Item 3: Public comment
[0.01.09 Audio min.]
Madalene spoke, representing Phoenix Asylum (a unique industrial/gallery makerspace in east Boulder existing for over a
decade). She created space for “messy projects” spanning variety of media – e.g., glass, concrete, fabric. Phoenix Asylum
is fully self-supported by rent model. Generally, there are 15-25 artists at a time renting space on stints from 3 months
onwards. The organization serves many artists’ needs, particularly those of low income. Currently in a building facing
redevelopment, so “top of mind” issue concerns future relocation amidst the dearth of available rental space in Boulder.
Villarreal welcomed the group to keep apprised of community news by continuing to attend Arts Commission meetings.
Agenda Item 4: Public Art Program
[0.23.55 Audio min.]
A. ACTION: Relocation of Dragonfly Giraffe by John King to the Growing Gardens site on Jefferson Street and
multi-use trail behind North Boulder Rec Center, 3170 Broadway – Vink noted next steps as finalizing
conservation and contract, obtaining permits and contractors, and installation.
Joos moved to approve that this process was properly conducted and recommended the relocation of John King’s
Dragonfly Giraffe to Growing Gardens advance to the City Manager for final approval. Borowsky seconded, and
the motion was approved unanimously.
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In response to Borowsky’s query, Vink explained that a press release will announce the relocation once a more
accurate timeline is established. Villarreal, noting a project to add an east-facing door for the Municipal Building,
wondered whether there will be a public art component. Vink noted that as soon as the final budget is approved, it
will indeed qualify for public art.
Agenda Item 5: Grant Program
[0.29.19 Audio min.]
A. ACTION: Special Facilities Grant Capital Project Approval - The Spark. At the August meeting, commission
approved the Special Facilities Grant for Spark’s application, which includes a capital improvement project. As
staff neglected to request the additional approval for capital projects that is required by City Code (Section 14-1
“Arts Grant Program” B.R.C. 2017).
Joos moved that The Spark - Performing and Creative Arts’ capital construction project “The Spark Bathroom
Construction” be approved for the Special Facilities Grant of $20,000. Borowsky seconded; the motion was
approved unanimously.
B. ACTION: Unspent Grant Funds – Field Trip Fund Supplementary Transfer –Joos moved that $539 from the
sponsorship fund be moved to the cultural field trips fund. Borowsky seconded, all were in favor, and the motion
passed unanimously.
C. DISCUSSION: 2020 Grant Cycle Blueprint
• Staff Presentation on Proposed Changes and Discussion with Panelists, and Commission Discussion –
program progressing well; commission awarded 114 grants including 30 general operating support
awards in 2019. Every year, commission reviews the program for improvement. Staff consulted with
applicants (those awarded grants as well as those who were unsuccessful) over the past few months.
This input, along with commission/panel feedback and staff observation, informed potential adjustments
to the grants program to reduce the possibility of the following issues:
o Unexpected biases in the scoring process due to viewing other’s rankings, similar issues in
rescoring process
o Competitive culture between organizations
o Inequitable distribution of Professional Development Scholarships
o Unvetted project proposals that include an Arts in Public Places component, leading to
unfeasible completion.
Click indicated 2020 Cultural Grants Funding Structure options (see packet).
Villarreal advocated to City Council for an increase of commissioners from the current 5 to 7 (due to
learning curve and retaining knowledge and increasing perspectives). Borowsky: “[generally,] bigger
[groups he has served with] were less effective,” than smaller. Villarreal read comments from Yucelin,
advising against continuing the 3-minute presentation model (see handouts). Clack agreed that the 3minute presentation portion was unfavorably received – high pressure and less effective than the written
response process, although she does value the face-to-face contact. Reece doesn’t favor public
rescoring. Reece noted her willingness to serve as a panelist again.
Grant Program Structure – based on 2019 levels staff suggested that commission 1)reconsider quantity
for CU Boulder scholarships (either one full scholarship or 3 at $2,000 each), 2)reconsider quantity for
Community Projects for Individuals, and 3)reinstate an admin line for commission ticket fund and
contingency (~$1,000). Joos would rather the funds for the ticket fund go to Professional Development
or some other grant funding. Villarreal would like to “dial down” to where the money would be most
beneficial. Time factors in more than finances for commissioners trying to get to events. Suggestion of
debriefing upcoming events at the meeting to assist commissioners with committing to attendance.
Staff recommends continuing to engage with the Human Relations Committee (HRC) to partner on their
grant programs. Joos suggested an advisory meeting with HRC to gain perspective of funding need.
Farnan noted the public dismay resulting from the shift of funding away from Indigenous People’s Day.
Staff requested the $250,000 funding (this year’s Special Facilities Grant) as ongoing in 2020.
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Regarding process improvements, staff recommended blind scoring in both rounds and making the
second round written. Borowsky: as someone who has applied for grants, the current process is not
working, “especially relative to rescoring and public answering of questions.” Farnan explained that the
rescoring process was intended as a measure of transparency. Reece favors retaining this step but
shifting it be a written process – also prefers blind rescoring. Borowsky voiced his appreciation of the
face-to-face contact meeting the applicants. He suggested an initial proposal encompassing first broad
strokes, with subsequent request for more detailed applications (perhaps 3-min presentations). He
suggested incorporating non-public meetings. Borowsky doesn’t favor the concept of rescoring. Joos
favors written process; she suggested seeking other opportunities for contact with the artistic community
in a non-competitive environment. Reece noted that rescoring allows for a learning curve on both sides
of the table. Villarreal favors rescoring because it provides opportunity for explanation.
Villarreal gathered valuable input during his ongoing discussions with Boulder International Film
Festival, Boulder Philharmonic, Jaipur Literature, Local Theater, Boulder Opera, and Open Studios.
“Scores of 5 are not a good score” – and as no commissioner comments are required, it can be difficult
for applicants to figure out how to raise it. Commission must consider explaining themselves at a lower
threshold. Three-minute presentation characterized as a “cage-match to the death” – all wish this
discontinued. Onerous application process especially for amounts under $10,000. Regarding character
count, Villarreal suggested emphasizing that applicants need not reach character maximum to respond.
Better communication needed to clarify that receiving monies for rental assistance, professional
development, cultural field trips, office relocation funds etc., will not weigh against other grant
decisions. Villarreal relayed an inequity felt by organizations who do not incorporate ticket sales: no
way to increase organization’s budget and potentially move into another tier of funding. Villarreal
responds that there are fewer of these larger grants, “the grass is not always greener.” Stressed that
criticism from the arts community shapes the future efficacy of the Arts Commission – he doesn’t want
anybody to be “intimidated” away from useful input.
Discussion of improved training for commission/panel, rescoring cap (to reign in enormous shifts - “in
three minutes score can change 25%”), report shortening, and sending comments to applicants
individually (versus one shared document).
Villarreal: dance got short end of the stick this year for grants. He referenced Le Salon des Refusés of
1863 ("exhibition of rejects” - works excluded by the jury of the official Paris Salon by such masters as
Manet, Whistler, and Cezanne). Villarreal suggested equity grants to make up for the neglected
disciplines from this year (despite qualifying for funding, not enough monies to distribute to all). Would
like to explore potential inequity, whether or not something can be done. Borowsky noted his similar
observation. Farnan clarified that commission’s charge does not require an equal distribution across
media- he noted the mix of discipline represented by the commission members.
Staff suggested limiting Professional Development applications to one per person annually and adding a
checkbox to applications regarding public art. Staff recommend continuing with administrative approvals
for Professional Development Grants in 2020; commission appeared favorable.
Regarding GOS Liaisons, staff presented options (e.g., liaison positions only for commissioners with no
required reports, commission/staff host open hours around town, ticket fund reinstated with liaisons
trying to attend an event annually for each, or keeping as is). Villarreal “not big on reporting,” would
like to additionally serve as liaison with local theater organizations.
Reece: volunteer opportunities that have a large time commitment require economic privilege.
Suggested providing a stipend panelist position. Farnan: legalities must be researched.
Click noted next steps as reviewing language with CAO, panel applications and interviews on October
16th, and Grant Information Sessions planned for November 14th and December 11th.
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•

Public Hearing – Schnabel went through the process last time; she felt the onus heavy on the applicants
to answer exactly what was asked in the way it was asked during the presentation portion, and “then the
scoring went crazy… after these oral arguments.” In favor of blind scoring and the written process.
Schulz wondered about the bias of charisma factoring into requirement of meeting with people from the
organizations. Acosta noted small company size and the difficulty sending an ambassador to attend a
meeting and discuss, “seems like a bit much to expect for the smaller grants.” Schulz relayed her
confusion as an applicant around what portion of the $250,000 Special Facilities Grant to apply. Schulz
wondered where to direct feedback. Click welcomed input or noted that it can be sent to commission.
Villarreal clarified that if sent to commission, email becomes public record; not so if sent to staff.

D. DISCUSSION:
• Application and Process for Selecting the 2020 Grants Panel Members – Staff will post the approved
application online. Commission requested that staff be sure to publicize this application widely to ensure
a diverse applicant pool.
Agenda Item 6: Matters from Commissioners
[1.47.32 Audio min.]
Villarreal still awaiting resolution around Todd Reed’s check to Boulder Metalsmithing – Click will reach out.
Villarreal desires receiving more details about the current/projected Public Art projects and Vink’s workload.
[1.55.40 Audio min.]

Agenda Item 7: Matters from Staff
A. Questions About the Manager’s Memo

B. 2020 Budget – Farnan announced first reading with opportunity for public comment on October 1st. Much can
shift between the first and second reading.
C. Boulder Arts Week – Click presented on Boulder’s only large-scale, inclusive celebration of arts/cultural offerings
(see handouts). 2019: over 300 events with over 16,000 attendees. “Business champions” made successful crosspromotional partnerships. Next year’s Boulder Arts Week set for March 27 - April 4, 2020. Continued featured
and inclusive events, banners on Pearl (climate change theme); new/improved for 2020: custom cocktails and
coffee stencils, partnership with Art Sticks, more visuals, and highlighting artists.
D. October Retreat Details – October meeting is set at the Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art (BMoCA) on
October 16th from 1-7 PM – Three Leaf Catering – special performative gift procured by Click. More details
forthcoming with agenda to be discussed with commission well in advance.
Agenda Item 8: Adjournment
[2.06.20 Audio min.]
There being no further business to come before the commission at this time, the meeting was adjourned.
Date, time, and location of next meeting:
The next Boulder Arts Commission meeting will be replaced by the annual retreat, held from 1-7 PM at the
Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, on Wednesday, October 16, 2019.

APPROVED BY:

ATTESTED:

_________________________________________
Board Chair

________________________________________
Board Secretary

_________________________________________
Date

________________________________________
Date
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TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

1.

2.

Members of the Boulder Arts Commission
Matt Chasansky, City of Boulder Office of Arts + Culture
October 11, 2019
Manager’s Update for the Boulder Arts Commission Meeting
and Retreat on October 16, 2019

Notes on the October Agenda
>

Please note the meeting will be off site: at the Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, 1750 13TH Street. The meeting will
begin at 1:00 pm and run for approximately 6 hours.

>

4, Cultural Plan Discussion – Staff will be facilitating a discussion about the Community Cultural Plan, and specifically what
the members feel is their role and the principles that are a priority for their work. The goal is to build an alignment of
perspectives that will help the Arts Commission to conduct thoughtful discussions and make effective decisions. It may be
helpful to review the Community Cultural Plan executive summary in preparation for considering these questions:
1.

The Community Cultural Plan is a strategic plan for changing the way our municipal government acts. It is not
about outcomes. Given that approach, and what commissioners know about the community, what does the
Commission anticipate for the arts community through the year 2024? How does the Commission support that
trajectory?

2.

The Community Cultural Plan began implementation on January 1, 2016. What has changed since then? Does the
Arts Commission need to consider new circumstances?

3.

What is the personality of the Arts Commission? How does that support, or perhaps distract, from the success of
the Community Cultural Plan?

>

6A, 2019 – 2020 Public Art Implementation Plan – This plan is essentially a biennial work plan to guide for staff in initiating
and coordinating public art projects. In other communities, it is known as a “public art master plan.” During the meeting,
staff will provide a summary presentation about the update to the implementation plan along with a series of questions to
advise the next steps in community inquiry. The approval of the implementation plan is expected to be on the agenda of
the January 2020 Arts Commission meeting.

>

7B, 2020 Grant Cycle Blueprint – In Attachment Two, please find a preview of this agenda item’s staff presentation. Then, in
Attachment Three, please find draft documents for the 2020 cycle including: budget, guidelines, a sample application,
scoring system, and the schedule. For expediency, staff is providing only the application for the arts education grant
category. Approved changes will be implemented across all other categories. During the meeting, the Arts Commission will
be asked to provide some final advice before approving the final budget, scoring system, and schedule. By doing so, staff
will have the approval needed to implement the program and publicize the first applications.

>

9, Annual Priorities Letter to City Council – To help with this discussion, please find the 2018 letter to City Council in
Attachment Four.

>

12, Grants Panel Nominee Interviews – In Attachment Five, please find the application forms for nominees to the Cultural
Grants Program panel. During the meeting, each commissioner will be asking one question for all nominees to answer in
turn. Please be prepared with your question.

Commission Correspondence
In Attachment Six, please find copies of email correspondence received by the Boulder Arts Commission during the period
between the publication of the September 2019 and October 2019 packets.
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3.

Staff Updates
Members of the Arts Commission and staff will be attending the Grantmakers in the Arts annual conference on Oct 13 – 16.
Staff continues to support the city team and the committee at the Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art to explore expansion
options.
Staff continues to work with the Library and Arts Department and the Executive Budget Team on the proposed 2020 Budget.
Council will hold the second public hearing on the budget on October 15. Staff will provide an update during the Commission
meeting.
Public engagement is ongoing for alternatives of the Alpine Balsam area plan. More information can be found at the project
website.
Work continues on the East Boulder Subcommunity Plan. More information can be found at the project website.
Staff continues to work with the Climate Commitment Office on a response to the climate crisis. More information will be
provided during the October meeting.
The Office of Arts and Culture is collaborating with the Boulder County Arts Alliance to host the next quarterly meeting of the
Colorado Arts Funders group at eTown on October 30, 2019. The focus of discussion will be the role of culture in the climate
crisis.

>

Public Art Program
Please join us to welcome Sara St.Clair, who started as an intern with the Public Art Program at the beginning of September.
Sarah will be helping with outreach and the website. Also, please spread the word that staff continues to seek interns for
2020 to support with collection records.
Staff will be co-presenting at Colorado Creative Industries Creative Placemaking Summit on October 24, highlighting
Jasmine Baetz Los Seis and CU’s ENVD Program Community Living Room University Hill project.
Staff is in review of city-wide capital projects for applicability to the percent for art rule and inclusion in 2020 Public Art
Implementation Plan. The budget and proposed projects will be reviewed by the Arts Commission at upcoming meetings as
review and approval of the 2020 Public Art Implementation Plan.
Congratulations to the University of Colorado ENVD 3300 Praxis team, and their professor Marcel de Lange, whose design
for Oculus / Community Living Room received the recipients of the People’s Choice Award for the 2019 Month of
Modern: http://www.monthofmodern.com/community-livingroom/.
The public art program is supporting a mural at the Dairy Arts Center which is a component of Street Wise: a city-wide
mural festival. Artist LMNOPI selected and approved by standing selection panel with her mural honoring Sarah Ortegon. A
mural dedication will be held Saturday, Oct. 12 in conjunction with Indigenous Peoples Day. More information:
https://www.streetwiseboulder.com and https://thedairy.org/2019/10/07/celebrating-indigenous-peoples-day/
Public Art Commissioning Updates:
- Diagonal Highway (Christian Muller/Totems): Installation.
- Civic Area 11th St. Spine Signature Artwork (Adam Kuby): Final Design. Floodplains permit anticipated to be
submitted once FEMA LOMR is received; staff continues to review potential budget adjustments, supplemental
funds, and value engineering to mitigate the costs of project timeline delays. www.adamkuby.com
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-

-

-

-

University Hill (ENVD 3300 Praxis): Final Design. Permit resubmittal is underway and project installation timeline
will be determined once permitting feedback is received; anticipated install 2020 spring semester or 2020
Maymester.
North Broadway (Sharon Dowell): Preliminary Design/On Hold. Dowell is building a project timeline based on
concurrent construction projects: Broadway construction tracking for completion Spring 2021, library construction
tracking for completion late 2021.
Arapahoe Underpass (Michelle Sparks): Final Design – Project is officially in final design while working to find
electrical subcontractor. Anticipated install is Q3 2020. http://michellemsparks.com
Urban Design - 30th and Colorado Underpass (Rosie Fivian and Ransom Beegles): Final Design and bid. Project
team reviewing budgets. http://www.architectista.com/ http://www.rdesignstudios.com/
Urban Design - Foothills Underpass (Carolyn Braaksma): Fabrication complete. The parent project team is
reviewing opportunities for formliner placement https://www.braaksmadesign.com/
NoBo Library (Daily Tous Les Jours): Contracting. www.dailytouslesjours.com;
Main Library Restroom Renovations (Monica McElwain and Chris Huang): Fabrication is complete with restroom
schedule anticipated completion/mural installation late October 2019.
https://mcervonem.myportfolio.com/projects http://www.yellowlotusdesigns.com
Scott Carpenter Park: Pre-selection.
Fire Station 3: Pre-selection
CAGID Garage Art Public Art Program: On Hold

Community-Initiated Projects Updates:
- Strength from Within by Melanie Yazzie, Mark Addison Donation: Temporary installation complete; permanent
install: permit application review underway, soliciting subcontractor for foundation, schedule determined once
these two items are complete
- Tim Eggert Memorial Donation: Pre-approval Process/On Hold. Working to understand permitting requirements
for proposed artwork.
- Nobel Circle Donation: Pre-approval Process. Fundraising, project development, and working to understand
permitting requirements for proposed artwork
- Rotary Club Donation: Pre-approval Process. Working to understand permitting requirements for proposed
artwork and project timeline; community feedback during 100-year event of 9/21
- Gordon Gamm Donation: Pre-approval Process – members from the standing selection panel and Park and
Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) met with Mr. Gamm to review the works he’s interested in donating. This team
of parks and arts commissioners will be providing recommendations to the full standing selection panel and the
Arts Commission in the coming month.
Maintenance and Conservation:
- The public art collection will be featured on the www.boulderarts.org website this fall
- Beehive (city-wide asset management system for maintenance coordination): On hold/capacity
- 2019 Condition Report is complete; review of conditions and anticipated costs to conduct maintenance and
conservation for 2019-2020
- RFP’s for conservation and maintenance will be distributed in Q4 2019 based on budget availability
- Relocation and condition report of 2D collection: On hold as budget needed to be reallocated to other projects;
hope to revisit in Q4
- Dragonfly Giraffe (John King): conservation, permitting, and subcontractor solicitation underway
- Untitled and unattributed sculpture park sculpture: Successfully reinstalled with new foundation/footers
- Collection Open Source: On hold/capacity
Staff continues to support Urban Design of Broadway reconstruction.
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In Attachment Seven, please find a current five-year program budget for public art commissioning. A handful of
projects are anticipated to have a funding gap. Staff are working to identify possible budget supplements while also
exploring re-designs or other efficiencies within the project budgets.
>

Grants and Programs for Organizations
Planning is underway for the next Cultural Organizations Summit
Thursday, November 7
5 to 6:30pm
Location: The Spark Performing & Creative Arts, 4847 Pearl St Suite B4
The subject of this quarterly summit will be 2020 funding opportunities. Representatives from Scientific and Cultural
Facilities District, the Boulder County Arts Alliance, the Community Foundation, the Boulder Convention and Visitors
Bureau, the City of Boulder Human Relations Commission, and the Boulder Arts Commission will provide information about
their upcoming grants. Please help us spread the word to the staff and board members of Boulder nonprofits.
The following Professional Development reports were approved prior to the meeting:
- Camila Montoya, SATE Conference (Story + Architecture + Technology = Experience), Seattle, WA, $1,000
- Alex Milewski, Floor Flow Level 2 Teacher Training, Boulder, CO, $500
Merlyn Holmes had received a professional development grant for $1,000 to attend the Applied Improvisation Network
2019 World Conference: Communicating Beyond Borders and Barriers in Stony Brook, NY. Unfortunately, Ms. Holmes
became very ill and was not able to attend. Of the $800 payment she received, $316.61 were not refundable. Therefore,
staff has approved the refunding of $483.39 to the grants budget.
All reports and applications which have been approved by staff are available for commissioners’ review.
In Attachment Eight, please find a current grants program budget.

>

Programs for Artists
Staff was invited to speak at a seminar class in the CU Department of Theatre/Dance with other community resources and
individuals to share advice and experiences with students about life after graduation.
Please mark your calendars for the annual Dance Showcase:
Saturday, Nov 2
11 am to 5 pm
And, Sunday, Nov 3
1 -5 pm
The Canyon Theater at the Boulder Main Library, 9th Street and Canyon
Please join us if you can, anytime! For more information, please visit the Office of Arts and Culture website.
Planning is underway for future Artist Forum gatherings.
Staff continues to collect information, update the Dance Bridge webpage and to email monthly e-newsletters.

>

Creative Neighborhoods
The 2019 Mural Artist Roster is complete and available for residents and businesses.
Staff continues preparation to open the second round of the Creative Neighborhoods Mural Program. The application for
residents is anticipated to open during Boulder Arts Week next March.
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The NoBo Art District has selected artist Jason Graves for the neighborhood murals at 4949 Broadway. This was a project
sponsored by the Office of Arts and Culture administered by the Art District.
Staff is supporting the Transportation Department for a mural project in the San Juan del Centro neighborhood
Casey Middle School will install a “paint the pavement” project on 13th Street intersections at North and Portland. As a
“temporary exhibition” the Arts Commission has delegated approval to the public art technical review committee and
standing selection panel. That review and approval is complete. Expected completion will be on or after October 20.

>

Programs for Youth Leadership
The Office of Arts and Culture is supporting Open Studios for their high school program; a project initiated by a local youth
leader. For more information, please visit the Open Studios website.

>

Civic Dialog and Boulder Arts Week
Planning for the 2020 Boulder Arts Week continues.
Work continues on the division newsletter and social media.

>

Creative Economy and the NoBo Art District
Staff is in discussion for two potential applicants to the Office Relocation Sponsorship. Once letters of interest are received,
the sponsorship subcommittee will work with staff to review and approve the sponsorship.
The campaign committee working on a business improvement district in the NoBo Art district has reconvened in
anticipation of putting the proposal on the ballot in November 2020.
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Attachment One
Draft Art Comissioner Application 2020

ARTS COMMISSION
Annual Application 202019
Date:
Staff Liaison: Matt Chasansky (303) 441-4113
The Arts Commission consists of five members appointed by City Council, each to a five-year
term. The Commission promotes and encourages programs in the performing, visual and
literary arts.
Meetings are held the third Wednesday of the month at 6:00 PM in the Main Boulder Public
Library.
The City of Boulder believes that a diverse work force adds quality and perspective to the
services we provide to the public. Therefore, it is the ongoing policy and practice of the City
of Boulder to strive for equal opportunity in employment for all employees and applicants. No
person shall be discriminated against in any term, condition or privilege of employment
because of race, national origin, religion, disability, pregnancy, age, military status, marital
status, genetic characteristics or information, gender, gender identity, gender variance or
sexual orientation.
The Boulder City Charter requires representation of both genders on City Boards and
Commissions.
Name:
Home Address:

Home Phone:
Mobile Phone:
Work Phone:
Email:
Occupation:
Place of Employment / Retired:
Do you reside within Boulder City limits?:
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Attachment One
Draft Art Comissioner Application 2020

When did you become a resident of Boulder?:
1. What qualifications, skill sets and relevant experiences do you have for this position
(such as education, training, service on governing or decision-making boards, etc.) that
would contribute to you being an effective board member and community
representative?
2. Have you had any experience(s) with this Board or the services it oversees?
3. Describe a situation where you were involved with a group and had to work through a
disagreement or conflict among the members.
4. List all potential conflicts of interest you might have with respect to the work of this
board.
5. What art discipline(s) do you represent? How would you fairly consider the needs of
the entire arts and/or cultural community?
6. What are your ideas to (a) support the visual and performing artists in our community
(b) encourage artistic/cultural innovation and (c) increase awareness of, participation in
and
access to the arts/culture?
7. How should the city promote multicultural expression and participation in the arts and
culture?
8. Funding for public art comes from multiple sources including the Community, Culture
and Safety Tax and a required 1% of certain municipal construction projects. All those
funds generate about $300,000 to $600,000 per year. What would be your priorities for
spending the public art funds?
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Attachment Two
Draft Presentation for the Grants Agenda Item
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Attachment Three
Draft Documents for the 2020 Cycle of the Cultural Grants Program Cycle
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Attachment Four
2018 Letter to City Council
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Attachment Five
Applications to the 2020 Cultural Grants Program Panel
On the following pages please find applications received by staff for the positions on the 2020 Cultural Grants Panel.
Some personal information and letters of support have been removed for the purposes of this publication. Please
contact the Office of Arts and Culture if you would like to review full documents.
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Attachment Six
Commission Correspondence

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Click, Lauren
Chasansky, Matthew
Seaton, Celia
Fw: Invitation to Right Relationship Boulder"s Indigenous Peoples Day, November 13
Tuesday, September 17, 2019 5:56:50 PM
IP Day 2019 General Flyer.pdf

Group email - lmc
---------Lauren Click
Cultural Grants Program
Office of Arts + Culture
720-564-2355
clickl@boulderlibrary.org
www.boulderarts.org
Library & Arts Department
1001 Arapahoe Avenue | Boulder, CO | 80302
www.bouldercolorado.gov
From: Jerilyn DeCoteau <decoteau_jerilyn@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2019 4:05 PM
To: Click, Lauren <ClickL@boulderlibrary.org>; fonthead1@gmail.com <fonthead1@gmail.com>;
devin@devinpatrickhughes.com <devin@devinpatrickhughes.com>; ekrjoos@gmail.com
<ekrjoos@gmail.com>; flynvartranch@comcast.net <flynvartranch@comcast.net>;
bruce@boulderdigitalarts.com <bruce@boulderdigitalarts.com>
Cc: paula palmer <paularpalmer@gmail.com>; Jake Matlak <jake@philanthropiece.org>
Subject: Invitation to Right Relationship Boulder's Indigenous Peoples Day, November 13
Dear Lauren Click, Chairman Mark Villarreal and Commissioners Bruce Borowsky, Kathleen
McCormick, Devin Hughes and Erica Joos,
Right Relationship Boulder is planning an all-day event on Sunday, October 13, to celebrate
Indigenous Peoples Day. We hope you and others at the Boulder Arts Commission will join us. Please
pass this invitation on!
This event will celebrate all the Indigenous people for whom the Boulder Valley is home – whether
they live here now or were displaced and dispossessed of their land long ago. For the second year,
we have invited Southern and Northern Arapaho people from Wyoming and Oklahoma to join us for
this event.
Please see the attached flyer for the day’s schedule. All events are at Boulder High School.
We are very pleased that Dr. Doreen Martinez, professor of Native American Studies and Sociology
at Colorado State University, will offer a seminar called “Indigeneity v1.0: Teachings for Allyship”
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from 9:30 to 11 am. To register for this important seminar, please go to: tiny.cc/IPDALLY
There are limited tickets available for lunch, which will be catered by Tocabe restaurant, 11:4512:45. The $30 ticket purchases your lunch, and also enables us to give a free lunch to one of our
Arapaho guests. Please order your tickets soon, by contacting Fran at fboler@indra.com
In the afternoon, our Arapaho guests from Wyoming and Oklahoma and Indigenous people from the
Boulder area will offer a series of cultural programs. There will be lots to choose from for people of
all ages and interests. Please see the attached flyer for more details.
And another way to be inspired to come: watch this 6-minute video of our 2018 Indigenous Peoples
Day event!
If you have questions, please contact Ann at RRBIPDay@gmail.com, and visit Right Relationship
Boulder on Facebook. Or contact me!
We look forward to seeing you on October 13!
We extend this invitation with much appreciation for the generous support we have received from
the Boulder Arts Commission for our Indigenous Peoples Day events and for the many ways you
contribute to the Boulder-area community. Come to see your commitment at work. You are making
a difference.
Jerilyn DeCoteau
Paula Palmer
Jake Matlak
Right Relationship Boulder
303 551 3771 Jerilyn’s mobile
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Chasansky, Matthew
Cindy Brandle; Click, Lauren; Mark Villarreal; Erica Joos; bruce@boulderdigitalarts.com; fonthead1@gmail.com; devin@devinpatrickhughes.com
Seaton, Celia
RE: Your invitation to the Boulder Contemporary Dance Festival
Tuesday, September 17, 2019 10:56:43 AM
image007.png

Cindy—
Thanks so much for sending along this invitation.
I think I have given you this message before. But, just in case… an FYI that emails sent to three or more commissioners are
included in the public record, per the transparency rules of the Arts Commission. We will put a copy of this email in the next
meeting packet.
All the best!
–Matt

Matt Chasansky
Manager,
Office of Arts and Culture

303-441-4113
chasanskym@boulderlibrary.org
he/him/his
boulderarts.org
Library & Arts Department
1001 Arapahoe Avenue | Boulder, CO 80302
bouldercolorado.gov

From: Cindy Brandle <cindybrandle@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 14, 2019 1:46 PM
To: Click, Lauren <ClickL@boulderlibrary.org>; Chasansky, Matthew <ChasanskyM@boulderlibrary.org>; Mark Villarreal
<flynvartranch@comcast.net>; Erica Joos <ekrjoos@gmail.com>; bruce@boulderdigitalarts.com; fonthead1@gmail.com;
devin@devinpatrickhughes.com
Subject: Your invitation to the Boulder Contemporary Dance Festival
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Hi everyone,
As promised here is my invite to see our one-night-only festival on Saturday,
October 19.
If you could email cindybrandle@yahoo.com a few days before the show (or as
soon as now) I'll put your name on the comp list.
We have a fantastic lineup of Colorado dance artists/companies and I'd be
thrilled to see you in the audience!
You can read more about the event by visiting About CBDC to see who you'll
see on stage!
Warmly,
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~ Cindy

About CBDC

Cindy Brandle
Artistic Director
Cindy Brandle Dance Company
www.cindybrandledance.com
(312)217-1230
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Click, Lauren
"Mark Villarreal"; Kathleen McCormick (fonthead1@gmail.com); Devin Patrick Hughes; ekrjoos@gmail.com; Bruce
Borowsky
Chasansky, Matthew; Seaton, Celia
Meeting follow up - with questions
Tuesday, September 24, 2019 1:19:54 PM
DRAFT MEETING NOTES 9.18.2019.docx
Grants pres 9.18.19 FINAL.pdf

Hello Boulder Arts Commission,
Thank you for joining our meeting last week.
A few points of follow up and questions for you – thanks for your help in advance!
Are you able to attend one or both of the below grant info sessions? The applicants really
appreciate your feedback and insights, and it is a great way to meet the community.
The 2020 Grants Panel application is now live. Please send it out to your friends and
colleagues that may be interested. I’ll send it to the panel and promote broadly, too. The
deadline is Tuesday, October 8.
Please also take a moment to share the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Event grant application
– our grant partnership with the HRC. Friday, October 11.
2020 Grant Info Sessions for Applicants
Thursday, November 14 at 4 pm at the Canyon Meeting Room in the Boulder Public Library,
1001 Arapahoe Ave.
Wednesday, December 11 at 11:30 am at The Nomad Playhouse, 1410 Quince Ave
The City of Boulder’s Office of Arts and Culture is hosting introductory sessions on how to apply for
2020 grants. The sessions will include conversations with an Arts Commissioner and panel member
to answer questions about their decision-making process. Please RSVP to clickl@boulderlibrary.org.
Initial, draft notes from the grants portion of the meeting are attached; also attached is a
PowerPoint from the meeting if you’d like to follow along. These are draft only and are not official
meeting minutes. Celia will send meeting minutes for edits.
Thanks again, Lauren
Lauren Click
she/her/hers
Cultural Grants Program
Office of Arts + Culture
720-564-2355
clickl@boulderlibrary.org
www.boulderarts.org
Library & Arts Department
1001 Arapahoe Avenue | Boulder, CO | 80302
www.bouldercolorado.gov
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September 18, 2019
Lauren Click
Grants Administrator for Boulder Arts Commission
City of Boulder
RE: Illness preventing attendance of professional development conference and refund of BAC Scholarship
Thank you, Lauren, for your kind phone conversation last month when I was so sick. As you requested, here are
the details around the illness that prevented me from attending the Applied Improvisation conference in NYC that I
had so looked forward to and that the Boulder Arts Commission had so kindly provided a scholarship for.
What seemed like a common cold virus developed into a full case of bronchitis that then went into my ears causing
a Eustachian Tube Disorder and an ear infection. I was the sickest I have ever been for a good month and am still
recovering from the Eustachian Tube Disorder which I fear may result in a permanent minor hearing loss, as I am
well into the predicted 90-day recovery period and still do not have 100% of my hearing back. There are some
surgical options to consider at my next doctor’s visit Sept. 26th.
Eustachian Tube Disorder presents in a similar fashion to when your ears are blocked by going up or down in
elevation to, say, our beautiful mountains, or by taking airline flights, but is much more extreme and can not be
easily remedied by “popping” them. The lining of my eustachian tubes became inflamed and seriously impacted
my hearing, sometimes to the point of not being able to hear my turn signal when I was driving. The week prior to
the conference when I was still considering going, I tried going up to the foothills around Boulder, and both times
my ears became further blocked and my hearing worsened for a couple days. Lesson learned, and I knew I could
not safely take the flight and really wasn’t well enough to attend the conference.
I was able to receive a refund for a majority of the expenses, but not all. See attached receipts.
Costs
Refund
Net Loss
$765.00 Conference Registration
$715
$252.00 Housing
$252
$266.61 Flight
$ 0 – non-refundable booking
=======
========
==========
$1,283.61
$967
$316.61
Per our discussion I will refund to the BAC $483.39:
$800.00 BAC Scholarship received (80% of total granted)
$316.61 Net loss
=======
$483.39 Refund to BAC
Please tell me who the check should be addressed to, and I will deliver it straight away. Many thanks to you and
the whole Boulder Arts Commission. These scholarships are a wonderful gift to us artists. I hope to make much
better use of one in the future!
Merlyn
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Refunded Items:
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Non-refundable item:
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Click, Lauren
Mark Villarreal; Kathleen McCormick (fonthead1@gmail.com); Devin Hughes; Erica Joos; Bruce Borowsky
Chasansky, Matthew; Seaton, Celia
Documents to review for Commission meeting 10/16/19
Wednesday, October 9, 2019 10:53:29 AM
Motus Theater 2018 Comm Project report.pdf
2020 panel applications.pdf

Hello Commissioners,
There are several documents for you to review for the grant program before the meeting on
Wednesday, October 16, 2019.
ACTION: Grant Reports
2018 Community Project Report, Motus Theater, UndocuAmerica Performance & Radio
Project, $10,000
ACTION: 2020 Grants Panel Applications
The new applicants are:
Cynthia Sliker
Jasmine Baetz
Nathaniel Rothenberg
Returning applicants:
Belgin Yucelen
Katherine Reece
Attached are the panel's applications, their resumes and letters of recommendations (apologies that
they are all separate!). The panel applicants will be present at the meeting for a short interview with
you. Please bring one question to ask them as part of the interview. Following the interview and
discussion you’ll make a decision on the panelists.
I have attached the documents here, or, you may go to the online portal, then to your Shared
Documents folder, then to the appropriate folder. You’ll discuss and make final decisions on these
items at the meeting.
Feel free to contact me at any time if you have any questions. Thank you for your hard work and all
that you do for the arts in Boulder!
Cheers, Lauren
---------Lauren Click
Cultural Grants Program
Office of Arts + Culture
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720-564-2355
clickl@boulderlibrary.org
www.boulderarts.org
Library & Arts Department
1001 Arapahoe Avenue | Boulder, CO | 80302
www.bouldercolorado.gov
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Click, Lauren
Mark Villarreal; Kathleen McCormick (fonthead1@gmail.com); Devin Hughes; Erica Joos; Bruce Borowsky
Chasansky, Matthew; Seaton, Celia
Re: Documents to review for Commission meeting 10/16/19
Wednesday, October 9, 2019 12:10:21 PM
Motus Theater 2018 Comm Project report.pdf
Sarah Braverman resume.pdf
Sarah Braverman panel application.pdf
2020 panel applications.pdf

Hello Commission,
We have one other last minute applicant for the 2020 panel - our 2019 panelist Sarah Braverman.
Please find attached all of the documents including her application.
Thank you for understanding! Lauren
Cheers, Lauren
---------Lauren Click
Cultural Grants Program
Office of Arts + Culture
720-564-2355
clickl@boulderlibrary.org
www.boulderarts.org
Library & Arts Department
1001 Arapahoe Avenue | Boulder, CO | 80302
www.bouldercolorado.gov
--Hello Commissioners,
There are several documents for you to review for the grant program before the meeting on
Wednesday, October 16, 2019.
ACTION: Grant Reports
2018 Community Project Report, Motus Theater, UndocuAmerica Performance & Radio
Project, $10,000
ACTION: 2020 Grants Panel Applications
The new applicants are:
Cynthia Sliker
Jasmine Baetz
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Nathaniel Rothenberg
Returning applicants:
Belgin Yucelen
Katherine Reece
Sarah Braverman
Attached are the panel's applications, their resumes and letters of recommendations (apologies that
they are all separate!). The panel applicants will be present at the meeting for a short interview with
you. Please bring one question to ask them as part of the interview. Following the interview and
discussion you’ll make a decision on the panelists.
I have attached the documents here, or, you may go to the online portal, then to your Shared
Documents folder, then to the appropriate folder. You’ll discuss and make final decisions on these
items at the meeting.
Feel free to contact me at any time if you have any questions. Thank you for your hard work and all
that you do for the arts in Boulder!
Cheers, Lauren
---------Lauren Click
Cultural Grants Program
Office of Arts + Culture
720-564-2355
clickl@boulderlibrary.org
www.boulderarts.org
Library & Arts Department
1001 Arapahoe Avenue | Boulder, CO | 80302
www.bouldercolorado.gov
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Current Public Art Program 5 Year Budget as of October 11, 2019
FUNDING
SOURCE

PROJECT/ARTIST

TOTAL
APPROPRIATED

AMOUNT PAID
TO DATE

Gen. Fund

Civic Area Temp. / Tashakori

$10,000

$10,000

---

$1000

Gen. Fund

Civic Area Temp. / Parson

$7,000

$7,000

---

$600

Gen. Fund

Civic Area Permanent / Kuby*

$45,000

$45,000

---

$28,750

Gen. Fund

NoBo Mural / Jason Graves

$9,500

$9,500

---

$9,500

Gen. Fund

Street Wise Mural / LMNOP

$2,500

$2,500

---

$2,500

Gen. Fund

Melanie Yazzie Donation

$17,772

$15,647

$2,125

$11,186

CCS v1

Civic Area Permanent / Kuby*

$325,000

$55,750

$269,250

$286,000

CCS v1

North Broadway / Dowell

$165,000

$8,250

$156,750

$50,000

CCS v1

Univ. Hill / CU ENVD

$95,000

$28,500

$66,500

$95,000

CCS v1

Diagonal Gateway / Muller*

$81,500

$81,500

$81,500

$40,750

CCS v2

NoBo Library / pre-selection*

~$260,000

$9,000

~$251,000

$91,000

CCS v2

Creative Neighborhoods / various*

~$ 25,000

---

~$ 25,000

---

CCS v2

Scott Carpenter Pool / pre-selection

~$100,000

---

~$100,000

---

CCS v2

Fire Station #3 / pre-selection

~$ 75,000

---

~$75,000

---

% for Art

Arapahoe Underpass / Sparks

$42,000

$6,300

$35,700

$35,700

% for Art

Foothills Underpass / Braaksma

$35,000

$26,250

$8,750

$35,000

$33,750

$23,406.36

$10,343.64

$33,750

$6,800

$6,800

---

$6,800
$20,000

% for Art
% for Art

30 & Colo Underpass / Fivian &
Beegles
BPL Main Restroom Renovations /
Huang and McElwain
th

BALANCE
REMAINING

% for Art

BCH Deconstruction Projects

$60,000

$24,000

$36,000

% for Art

CAGID / on hold

$50,000

$25,000

$25,000

$1,445,822

$343,653.36

$1,102,168.64

TOTAL

*Multiple funding sources.
CCS: Community Culture and Safety Tax.
Additional maintenance projects are not represented.
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---

$751,536

Attachment Eight
Current Cultural Grants Program Budget as of October 11, 2019
GRANT
CATEGORY

ASSIGNED
BUDGET

UPDATED
BUDGET

GRANTS
AWARDED

BALANCE

GOS: Extra Large Orgs

$200,000.00

$200,000.00

$200,000.00

$0

GOS: Large Orgs

$120,000.00

$120,000.00

$120,000.00

$0

GOS: Mid Orgs

$90,000.00

$90,000.00

$90,000.00

$0

GOS: Small Orgs

$88,000.00

$88,000.00

$88,000.00

$0

GOS remaining funds

$4,000.00

$0

$0

$0

Community Projects: Indv.

$20,000.00

$20,000.00

$20,000.00

$0

Community Projects: Orgs.

$60,000.00

$56,000.00

$56,000.00

$0

Arts Education

$30,000.00

$35,000.00

$35,000.00

$0

Rental Assistance

$18,000.00

$18,000.00

$18,006.50

$(6.50)

Professional Dev. Scholarships

$17,000.00

$20,000.00

$19,895.00

$105.00

Certificate Scholarships

$8,000.00

$8,000.00

$2,000.00

$6,000.00

Cultural Field Trips

$10,000.00

$10,000.00

$10,539.00

$(539.00)

Equity Grant

$10,000.00

$10,000.00

$0

$10,000.00

Special Facilities Grant

$250,000.00

$250,000.00

$250,000.00

$0

TOTAL

$925,000.00

$925,000.00

$909,440.50

$15,559.50

There are 11 free rentals still available for the Macky Auditorium.
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