Boulder Arts Commission Meeting Agenda
September 19, 2018
Location: Museum of Boulder, 2205 Broadway
5:00 PM: Presentation and Tour by the Museum of Boulder.
1.

CALL TO ORDER
Approval of Agenda

2.

REVIEW OF MINUTES

3.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Note: members of the public are encouraged to comment on any topic except for the agenda item 6B: 2019 Grants
Cycle Blueprint. The Commission will hold a separate comment period during that portion of the meeting.

4.

MATTERS FROM GUESTS
Preliminary Results of the Artist Census – Mary and Vicky Johns

5.

PUBLIC ART PROGRAM ITEMS
A. DISCUSSION: Public Art Implementation Plan Update

6.

GRANT PROGRAM ITEMS
A. ACTION: Grant Reports
i. Alex Milewski, Flow Movement teacher training in Boulder, CO, $500
ii. Andrew Neely, Intermediate Writing with The Onion online, $465
iii. Bailey Harper, Emanuel Gat Dance Summer Intensive in Rome, Italy, $1,000
iv. David Kansuke Wheeler, World Shakuhachi Festival London 2018 in London, Great Britain, $1,000
v. Leah Woods, Bates Dance Festival in Portland, ME, $1,000
vi. Museum of Boulder, Da Vinci Machines, $10,000
vii. Molly Kathleen Kittle, 2018 Alexander Technique Congress in Chicago, IL, $1,000
viii. Nicholas Caputo, Musicological Study of Bulgarian Folk Music in Breznitsa, Bulgaria, $1,000
B. ACTION: Update and changes to the Equity Grant (Indigenous Peoples Day Enhancement Grant).
C. DISCUSSION: 2019 Grants Cycle Blueprint
i. Staff Presentation and Recommendations
ii. Questions from Commissioners
iii. Public Comment
iv. Commission Discussion

7.

COMMISSION BUSINESS

8.

MATTERS FROM STAFF
A. Questions about the Manager’s Memo – Matt
B. Update on the 2019 Budget – David
C. 2018 Retreat – Matt and Celia

9.

ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF BOULDER
BOULDER, COLORADO
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS MEETING
MINUTES
Name of Board/ Commission: Boulder Arts Commission
Date of Meeting: August 15, 2018 at the Main Boulder Public Library, 1001 Arapahoe Ave.
Contact information preparing summary: Celia Seaton, 303-441-3206
Commission members present: Mark Villarreal, Felicia Furman, Kathleen McCormick, Devin Hughes, Erica Joos
Commission members absent: none
Library staff present:
Matt Chasansky, Office of Arts & Culture Manager
Lauren Click, Coordinator, Grants
Mary Haan, Coordinator, Programs for Artists
Mandy Vink, Public Art Coordinator
David Farnan, Director
Celia Seaton, Administrative Specialist
City staff present:
None
Members of the public present:
Mary Horrocks (Open Studios), Traci McDonald (CU Arts Administration Certificate applicant), Aurélie Roy (Anchor Art
Advising), Sarah Shirazi (KGNU), Tim Russo (KGNU), and D.J. Razee (SCFD/RZ Foundation)
Type of Meeting: Regular
Agenda Item 1: Call to order and approval of agenda
[0:00:00 Audio min.]
The meeting was called to order. Villarreal asked for any addendums to the agenda. Chasansky requested a discussion of
panelists for the 2019 grant cycle as “F” under the Agenda Item 4.
McCormick moved to approve the agenda as amended. Joos seconded, and all were in favor.
Agenda Item 2: Review of Minutes
[0:01:16 Audio min.]
Item 2A, Approval/Review of July 2018 Meeting Minutes
Villarreal asked the commission for changes or addendums regarding these minutes. McCormick corrected the conflict for
the Indigenous Day participant’s lodging as “Parent’s Weekend” (not CU graduation). Villarreal noted that he would like
the draft documents included that presented the three different scenarios of grant program restructuring (no change, flat
annual $30,000, and funding calculated as a percentage). Furman made a motion to accept the July minutes as amended,
Joos seconded, and the motion was approved.
Agenda Item 3: Public comment
[0.03.35 Audio min.]
Horrocks, program director of Open Studios, updated the commission on several recent and upcoming activities. Pop! A
Local Artist's Gallery incorporates work from 37 different artists. Opening night garnered 650 attendees. Villarreal: Pop! is
a good use of the space. McCormick noted that she attended opening night and was impressed by the attendance.
Shirazi, community development director of KGNU, alerted the group to an interactive exhibit at the Museum of Boulder
that showcases community radio and engagement with the public. The exhibit, “Listening Together,” opened August 9 and
will run until September 17.
Roy introduced herself to the group as the founder of Anchor Art Advising in Boulder. She expressed desire to support the
arts both at a local and international level.
Agenda Item 4: Grant Program
[0.12.50 Audio min.]
A. ACTION: Grant Reports
1. Rebecca Remaly Weitz, Theatre Communications Group National Conference in St. Louis, MO, $1,000
2. Kathleen Spencer Johns, The New Solarplate in Santa Fe, NM, $1,000
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3.
4.

Rita Valente-Quinn, Americans for the Arts Annual Convention 2018 in Denver, CO, $500
Ashley Shires, Creative Writing Club at Casey Bilingual School, $3,000
Regarding the small class size for Shires, Furman wondered about opportunity in the future to build support
beforehand for larger success. McCormick, while acknowledging the small number that benefitted, felt
impressed by the report and the students impacted. Furman moved to accept the reports by Weitz, Johns,
Valente-Quinn, and Shires. Villarreal seconded, and all were in favor.

B. ACTION: Grant Report Update: Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, ARTlab, $3,000
Villarreal asked the commission if they felt that the response was satisfactory. The majority did not think their
pertinent question was addressed, despite the lengthy report. Joos noted that the program was beneficial.
Commission asked Click to relay to BMoCA that we want the clearest, most direct report in the future. Villarreal
moved to accept the report update from BMoCA, Hughes seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.
C. ACTION: 2018 University of Colorado at Boulder Graduate Certificate in Arts Administration Scholarship
Decision
Click introduced Traci McDonald, who was the sole applicant for this certificate program. Click presented the
group with a breakdown of the scores showing unanimous approval by the commission. McDonald expressed
excitement about her impending study. Furman asked what kind of nonprofit she is interested in working with.
McDonald replied that she finds great value in working with children and has enjoyed her background in art and
museum work. Hughes asked about her impact at CU Art Museum where she has been employed. She noted that
technological innovation and evaluation has been the main thrust through this past year. She played an
instrumental role in the accessibility initiative, implementing feedback to create a more welcoming environment to
encourage more family attendance. McCormick asked what she would hope to do with the certificate. McDonald
responded that she would like to work on increasing accessibility options for children/families with disabilities.
The certificate program will develop necessary leadership skills to grow this initiative beyond just ADA guidelines.
Villarreal asked McDonald what she saw as “lacking in the arts community.” She replied that she observes a
“disconnect” between City of Boulder’s art world and that of CU. While acknowledging that the university tends
to silo itself, she would like to see more of a relationship between these two entities. McCormick moved to
approve funding for Traci McDonald’s scholarship, Furman seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
D. DISCUSSION: 2019 Grants Blueprint, Concepts and Options – Chasansky critiqued the specific criteria of
“Artistic Excellence” as inhibitive to innovation, possibly conflated with personal taste, and reliant on western
academic standards. He suggested removal of this item in favor of something else (e.g., University of
Pennsylvania’s “flourishing index”) and asked the commission whether they are interested in pursuing alternatives.
Joos: KGNU’s “Aesthetic Perspectives Grant Framework” incorporates components of the cultural plan. She
dislikes the exclusivity that seems inherent in “Artistic Excellence.” For Villarreal, it functions as a “moat between
[the commission] and the lowest common denominator;” this boundary is necessary to prevent inappropriate
allocation of funds (“just because something is popular doesn’t mean it’s any good.”) McCormick expressed
hesitance to give up this measure, but she would be open to seeing side-by-side comparisons of alternatives. The
commission asked staff to come back with recommendations for alternative/augmented criteria in September.
E. UPDATE: Human Relations Commission Indigenous Peoples Day reporting process
Click relayed that the Indigenous Peoples Day/Equity Grant recipient verbal presentations will occur at the Human
Relations Commission meeting on December 17 at 6PM in Council Chambers. Attendance by the commission is
optional.
The group discussed anti-bias training occurring either September 11 or 13 – the group concurred that the 11th
worked best. Click will check with the facilitator to see if this timing is feasible.
F.

2019 panel applications were discussed and Click requested feedback from commissioners. During the grant
process, five commissioners are joined by four panel members who participate in comments, advisement, and
scoring (commission still tasked with final decision). Furman favored someone who is familiar with grant writing
themselves. Click will send out the draft application to the commission and the form will get posted next week.
Click asked whether one-year panel veterans should be invited back; the commission agreed to solicit assistance
again from Michael Conti and Bridget Law.
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The group took a short break at this time.
Agenda Item 5: Public Art Program
[1.01.59 Audio min.]
A. DISCUSSION: 2019 Public Art Implementation Plan -Vink presented alongside a slide-deck that showcased past,
present, and upcoming temporary and permanent installations of public art (with a future focus on project
management, maintenance/conservation, and feasibility).
• 2017-2018 accomplishments included 25 installations
• 23 in-progress installations
• Approximately $425,000 invested in upcoming installations
• Approximately $30,000 annually currently invested in maintaining public art collection (~50% of need)
• Parks & Recreation’s GIS staff working on plotting the locations of public art so that collection is
available online for public engagement (improving archiving/data collection management)
• On the horizon, there is a percent for art foreseeable with the Martin Park Improvements, the West Senior
Center, Valmont Phase 2, Alpine Balsam, Boulder Reservoir, Civic Area East Book End, and the Flatirons
Golf Course. Ad Hoc: art in parking garages and OSMP integrated projects
• Next steps are to finalize the plan and select panel members. Adoption of the 2018-2019 updates to the
Public Art Implementation Plan is planned for September 2018. Vink, welcoming feedback, intends to
get the plan (with changes highlighted) out for commission review two weeks prior to the next meeting.
Vink also charged the commission with providing recommendations for panel members; the more
candidates to pull from, the better the panel pool.
• Chasansky noted that the public art budget will be included in the commission meeting updates regularly
going forward, alongside the grants budget.
Agenda Item 6: Matters from Commissioners
None.

[1.25.16 Audio min.]

Agenda Item 7: Matters from Staff
[1.25.16 Audio min.]
A. DISCUSSION: Questions About the Manager’s Memo – Farnan noted that the city manager’s recommended
budget to council will be made public at the end of August. More discussion can occur at the September meeting.
Also, Chasansky reported that the proposal for the donation of the US cycling monument installed in North
Boulder Park will not be considered a piece of public art; Office of Arts + Culture will have no responsibilities.
Joos raised the upcoming convening of nonprofit leadership known as Cultural Organizations Summit (COS). The
main agenda item will concern the “anchor” organizations who will present and facilitate the conversation; advice
and recommendation sought may affect their proposal. Chasansky and Click will attend and record audio for the
commission, reporting at the September meeting. Joos expressed concern about attendees viewing the potential
restructuring as a “done deal” and Chasansky assured her that staff will emphasize the uncertain status of the
proposal put forth by these “anchor” groups and consequent need for debate. Joos, Hughes, and McCormick asked
about advance emailing to the nonprofit groups so that they arrive well-prepared for discussion about this
conceivable game-change. Furman imagined that a Q&A session during the summit might mean awkward debate.
McCormick noted that representatives need to have a way to provide feedback if they are not able to attend the
summit. Hughes dislikes the term “anchor organizations” as it seems to denote a predefined “class” on a forgone
“march to war.” Chasansky – “pull back” on the language is possible. In September, commission can expect the
“landmark’s” proposal alongside the staff proposal; at the October retreat, the commission will decide. Click
encouraged the commission to invite colleagues to attend the summit to ensure the most holistic conversation.
Joos: due to working on federal grant cycles, nonprofits will need to plan support if the GOS structure changes –
Chasansky clarified that this won’t be discussed at the COS as the budget won’t be yet public.
Regarding the grants budget sheet, McCormick asked about the almost $25,000 remaining; Click noted that these
are just pending the final reports, they have already been allocated. The $2,000 applied toward the HRC means an
overspending for equity and underspending in the administrative fund; Chasansky clarified that the balance sheet
took $2,000 from the “ticket fund.” The admission fund should have a remaining balance in it - not technically a
grant. McCormick suggests footnoting this clarification in the interest of transparency. Chasansky agreed.
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B. DISCUSSION: Boulder Arts Week 2018 – the new year ushered in fresh logo, website, and swag. Crosspromotion with “Business Champions” began. City of Boulder’s Office of Arts + Culture funded entirely. In place
of the strategic planning committee, a small team of city staff, BCAA and Chamber advisors worked as an informal
advisory group. 2018 marketing focused on social media as opposed to print. Partnership with Daily Camera
proved helpful. Bus marketing – not beneficial. Key metrics were reported: increases across the board for
Facebook likes, Twitter/Instagram followers, unique website visitors, visits, and pageviews, and newsletter
recipients. Key components to 2018 success: emphasis on marketing (and cross-promotion with the “Business
Champions,”) engagement with grantees and broad contacts, and use of the City of Boulder communication outlets.
•

Some recommendations presented by staff for 2019:
o Date shift
o Subtitle expansion from “Celebrate Artists” (Hughes suggested “Celebrate the Arts”)
o Business role expansion
o Boulder-based contractors
o Discounts, free passes, a “solid hook”

Agenda Item 8: Adjournment
[2.10.55 Audio min.]
McCormick attended the city’s “Building Bridges” event and reported great conversation about making public discussion
more collaborative and civil. She expressed her key takeaway of appreciation for the non-contentious and respectful
atmosphere of the Arts Commission. She also relayed that the Arts Commission has a glowing reputation among the other
boards and commissions of the city, known for their positive work and leadership on equity initiatives.
There being no further business to come before the commission at this time, the meeting was adjourned.
Date, time, and location of next meeting:
The next Boulder Arts Commission meeting will be at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, September 19, 2018, at the Museum
of Boulder located at 2205 Broadway, Boulder, CO 80302.

APPROVED BY:

ATTESTED:

_________________________________________
Board Chair

________________________________________
Board Secretary

_________________________________________
Date

________________________________________
Date
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TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

1.

Members of the Boulder Arts Commission
Matt Chasansky, City of Boulder Office of Arts + Culture
September 14, 2018
Manager’s Update for the Boulder Arts Commission Meeting
on September 19, 2018

Notes on the September Agenda
>

3, Public Comment – Please note that members of the public are encouraged to comment on any topic except for the
agenda item 6B: 2019 Grants Cycle Blueprint. The Commission will hold a separate comment period during that
portion of the meeting.

>

4, Preliminary Results of the Artist Census – With the completion of the focus group phase of the Artist Census project,
our consultant Vicky Johns will join us to go over some preliminary findings. Staff will also present with a few key
findings from the survey and other data sources. As a reminder, the handout that was delivered to the Commission in
the July meeting is included in Attachment One. Staff will ask commissioners for questions and advice to improve the
final Artist Census documents.

>

5A, Public Art Implementation Plan Update – In Attachment Two, please find the draft of the Public Art Implementation
Plan update. This is the same document that was previously distributed to the Arts Commission.

>

6B, Update and changes to the Equity Grant (Indigenous Peoples Day Enhancement Grant) – On Sept 6 staff received
notice that the Northern Colorado United National Tribal Youth Council is cancelling their event and yielding their grant
back to the Human Relations Commission (HRC). According to the email received from the Tribal Youth Council:
“the materials (buffalo/deer hides, wood, picking of plants for paints) are items that need to be harvested in a
respectful and timely manner according to our traditional and spiritual seasonal cycles as well as the time spent
traveling to harvest and prepare the materials. At this point it's too late especially given the fact that our fiscal
sponsor needs a week to process and the event is Sept 28-30 with the traveling exhibit of the art items being Oct
6-8.”
The HRC will discuss their response and what to do with the funds at their meeting on Sept 17. Staff will provide an
update to the Arts Commission during the meeting. It is expected that action will be required to respond to the HRC’s
decision to approve changes to the distribution of the cultural grants funds.

>

6C, 2019 Grants Cycle Blueprint – In Attachment Three, please find a preview of the presentation so that
commissioners can be prepared for the discussion on the last few decisions to be discussed for the 2019 grants cycle.
This includes the staff recommendations for structure and budget.
Regarding the proposal from several large organizations for a restructuring of the next grant cycle: you will note in the
presentation preview that the staff recommendations do not include an option reflecting their proposal. First, staff
would like to thank the members of that collaboration for the hard work and consultation they conducted. After
several months in consideration of the proposal including during several Arts Commission meetings and during the last
Summit of Cultural Organizations, staff finds their individual arguments cogent. But, as whole it is not the most
efficient and effect way structure the grants. During the meeting, staff will provide details on the reasons for this
decision and the alternatives that staff thinks best meet the goals and principles of the Cultural Plan.

>

2.

8B, Update on the 2019 Budget – For reference, the City Council study session memo for their meeting on September
11, 2019 can be downloaded at this website: [add link]

Draft of the Information Packet (IP) Memo to Council regarding the 2018 Cultural Grants
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As required by Boulder Revised Code Title 14 Chapter 1: “Arts Grants Program”, the decisions of the Arts Commission are
reported to City Council. The first decisions were described in a memo on April 26, 2018. In Attachment Four, please find a new
draft IP memo which reports on the remaining grant decisions for 2018. A note that this is a draft only: further changes are
expected. During the meeting, staff will request and questions or advice from members of the commission.
3.

Feedback on the 2019 Cultural Grants Cycle Blueprint
In addition to public meetings conducted by the Arts Commission and during Summits of cultural leadership held by the Office
of Arts and Culture quarterly, staff has received input on the 2019 grants cycle blueprint in emails. Below is a summary of
feedback received. It is a summary of information only and does not represent all opinions or represent a majority if input
received:
-

-

4.

There was ‘deep opposition’ to the proposal by large organizations by a few respondents. They expressed that it may
reinforce the feeling that the community is not equally supporting organizations of all sizes.
Neither the Dairy or BMoCA competed for the first round of funding 3 years ago and were "Grandfathered" into the
process, thus they have not had to compete for funding nor would in their proposal going forward.
How is the proposal going to enforce collaboration with smaller organizations?
A proposal for noncompetitive funding on all levels. The proposal didn’t offer a strong logic as to why it would be
relevant for only the large organizations.
One respondent wrote that it might be more appropriate to differentiate venues from performing/other arts
organizations as a starting point for revisions to the grant programs. This would be less divisive, and given the critical
lack of venues on Boulder, it seems logical to structure funding available to venues differently.
One respondent wrote that they think it’s wise to consider this direction. About 25 years ago the cities of Boston, MA
and Berkeley, CA implemented similar changes and saw major improvements (and stability) to all arts organizations, big
and small. It’s also akin to the London scenario: when large venues have institutional support (like Nat’l Theater), they
can reach more clients and bolster the smaller organizations with more consistency. In the Diary’s case, while MUCH
smaller, if they had sustainable support it is predicted they would have the resources to offer a more robust marketing
package to their clients. Smaller organizations need to rely on the Dairy’s marketing to fill their theaters or we’re
reinventing the wheel every show.

Commission Correspondence
In Attachment Five, please find copies of email correspondence received by the Boulder Arts Commission during the period
between the publication of the August and September 2018 packets.

5.

Liaison Reports
Below please find reports from liaisons to General Operating Support Grant recipients:
Report by Kathleen McCormick, liaison to the Boulder Philharmonic
On August 10, 2018, I met with Eve Orenstein, director of development for the Boulder Philharmonic. The Phil had just
moved into new office in downtown Boulder at 25th and Arapahoe, after having moved from the Dairy in November 2015
to temporary offices on Poplar Avenue. The Phil was thrilled that the office of Arts and Culture was subsidizing 10 percent
and the landlord was subsidizing another 10 percent of their market-rate rent for the new office.
The Phil had a successful year, reaching 55,000 separate individuals through their season’s performances and outreach
efforts, for which they provide many free tickets. The orchestra’s 70 musicians are selected through “blind” auditions,
which the Phil believes is inherently equitable. They will perform more concerts this year—six traditional concerts and three
pops concerts, or nine total, compared to five concerts this past year. The Phil is focusing on a mix of contemporary and
classical works rather than just masterworks, in part to draw a more diverse audience.
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The Phil’s budget for fiscal year 2018-2019 is $1.5 million, including $87,000 in grants from the Science and Cultural
Facilities District (SCFD), from five counties (Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Douglas, and Jefferson) in which the Phil performs
or from which it draws audience members. The Phil is hiring four new staff this year plus many new musicians.
The Boulder Arts Commission has awarded the Phil $20,000 per year for the past two years, which the organization has
used for operations, such as renting space at Mackey. The Phil is among the arts organizations that is advocating for a
consistent predictable annual BAC funding level apart from the grants process. The Phil is suggesting a percentage of its
budget for this subsidy.
Report by Kathleen McCormick, liaison to Boulder Ensemble Theater Company (BETC)
On August 16, 2018, I met with Heather Beasley, associate director for the theater company. The past year was one of
significant growth in revenues for BETC. The company will be performing in the Dairy Center’s Grace theater, which holds
108 patrons, according to ADA regulations. This next season features five productions that are generally larger than
previous productions and feature more artists. BETC has been working to increase diversity through its casts. The recent
public reading for “Danny” through its playwright residency program featured an African-American cast from around
Colorado.
BETC’s budget is $625,000, which means the group in among the top arts organization anchors in the city. However, BETC is
not among the organizations asking for consistent multi-year BAC funding outside of the grant process. The BAC’s grant of
$20,000 per year for the past two years has allowed “baby steps toward growth,” such as larger productions with more
artists, said Beasley. BETC will likely apply for another BAC general operating fund grant; Beasley suggested two GOS tiers,
perhaps starting at $250,000 and $750,000. The group applied for and received a healthy equity fund grant derived from
the city’s sugar tax, which will be used to support a collaborative public-health theater and exhibit program at CU’s Fiske
Auditorium.
Report by Kathleen McCormick, liaison to the Colorado Music Festival/Center for Musical Arts (CMF/CMA)
On August 17, 2018, I met with Elizabeth McGuire, executive director of CMF/CMA, and Amanda Myers, development
manager for the organization. The summer music festival at Chautauqua had just concluded, and the organization had
received many kudos from the community for increasing patronage and for its selection of internationally recognized
artistic director Peter Oundjian, who will be artistic director again for the next season. Oundjian was applauded for his
programming, guest artists, and conducting of several concerts.
The Colorado Music Festival celebrates its 40th anniversary this year and is one of the city’s oldest arts organizations. With
a $2.2 million budget, it is also one of the city’s largest arts organizations, though it is not among those organizations
advocating for consistent annual BAC funding outside of the grants process. The organization increased musicians’ pay by
20 percent in the past couple years. The group is now facing the financial challenge of a large rent increase for their
performance space in the music barn at Chautauqua, where it has performed for decades. The Chautauqua management
has proposed doubling rental rates next year for rehearsals and performances.
The BAC grant of $20,000 over the past three years has allowed the organization to focus on festival planning and
marketing and has seeded support from other grants. CMF/CMA received an additional $50,000 in new grant funding from
other organizations. This past season, CMF hired a marketing director and new marketing team from FIG (Fresh Ideas
Group) that resulted in well-received marketing campaign focused on fresh ideas, new audiences, and the “Boulder vibe.”
Report by Kathleen McCormick, liaison to the NoBo Art District
On August 21, 2018, I met with Lisa Nesmith, president of NoBo Art Association, which has received a $10,000 GOS grant
for the past three years. The organization has used the funding to support NoBo Art District events and to hire staff,
including a part-time administrator and a bookkeeper. NoBo Art District plans to apply for more BAC grant funding.
The organization’s current $48,000 budget reflects $20,000 provided by the city for a business improvement district
consultant who will be concluding a report and recommendations soon. The organization and various BID stakeholders are
discussing the footprint of the district and whether the BID boundaries have to be the same as the NoBo Art District. If the
BID district extends to a larger area including non-annexed county land, that would affect the City’s ability to support
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further BID development efforts. The NoBo Art Board is transitioning, having lost three of its nine members. New board
members are being sought.
6.

Staff Updates
Please mark your calendars for the community engagement event facilitated by the NoBo Art District and their consultants,
Centro: October 10, 2018. In coordination with the committee of community stakeholders and city staff, the Art District
seeks advice on a proposal to establish a Business Improvement District. More information will be distributed by the NoBo
Art District and in the Office of Arts and Culture newsletter. Staff will also forward the invitation directly to members of the
Commission.
Staff continues to work with the Development Services Division and other city departments on review of the effect of
regulations on art in public places.
A study session was held by City Council to review the staff recommendations for the 2019 budget. An update and
discussion of the implications for the Office of Arts and Culture will be on the agenda for the September meeting of the Arts
Commission.
Staff continues to support the team coordinating the Community, Culture, and Safety Tax.
Work continues on the cultural asset map project.
Please continue to help us spread the word about the Community Cultural Plan refresh survey: boulderarts.org/culturalplan.
Staff continues to support the Parks and Recreation Department regarding the future uses of the Harbeck House, recently
vacated by the Museum of Boulder.
A significant update to the boulderarts.org website is underway.
Staff has begun coordinating with Denver Arts and Venues to plan a gathering of chief executives at Front Range local arts
agencies.

>

Grants and Programs for Organizations
The 2018 grant applications are available at boulderarts.org.
The following Rental Assistance fee waiver request was approved prior to the meeting:
- Glider, Inc., TedXBoulder: Rise & Fall, September 16, 2018, Venue - Macky Auditorium
The following Rental Assistance Grant reports were approved prior to the meeting:
- The Catamounts, Rausch, an outdoor immersive theatre experience from May 25 to June 17, 2018, Venue –
departing from Wild Woods Brewery, $1,000
- Colorado MahlerFest, MahlerFest XXXI on May 19 and May 20, 2018, Venue – Macky Auditorium, $1,000
The following Cultural Field Trip Fund grants were awarded prior to the meeting:
- Maria Comparini, Escuela Bilingüe Pioneer to the Macky Auditorium Concert Hall for the Boulder Philharmonic
Orchestra Discovery Concert, $1,080
- Sara Nelson, University Hill Elementary School to the Frequent Flyers Aerial Dance: Kids Who Fly program, $1,628
- Marisol Payet, Columbine Elementary School to Nomad Playhouse to see Little Red Riding Hood performed by
Boulder Opera, $1,640
In Attachment Six please find an updated cultural grants program 2018 budget.
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Work continues on planning for the 2019 grants cycle.
In Attachment Seven, please find information received from reports of completed Cultural Field Trip grants.

>

Public Art Program
Help staff spread the word and mark your own calendars for the performance of Helanius Wilkins’ public art project:
laissez les bon temps rouler, a Louisiana-style processional experience. Sept 23, 2018 in the Civic Area from 4-6:30.
https://boulderarts.org/public-art/temporary/helanius-wilkins/.
Public Art Commissioning Updates:
- Elks Park (Erick Johnson/Wheelhouse): Complete. This was a project initiated prior to the new Public Art Policy.
- Diagonal Highway (Christian Muller/Totems): Fabrication. This project was initiated prior to the new Public Art
Policy and received contingency funds from Community, Culture, and Safety Tax for completion.
- Diagonal Highway (Ken Bernsteint/ Lighthouse): Complete. This project was initiated through Transportation
prior to the new Public Art Policy. https://www.kenbernstein.com/lighthouse
- Civic Area Temporary Commission (Parisa Tashakori/Hello Boulder): Project Development. Anticipated for
Spring 2019.
- Civic Area Temporary Commission (Helanius Wilkins/ laissez les bon temps rouler): Project Development.
- Civic Area Temporary Commission (Collin Parson/ Stele and Ostium): Installation scheduled for October 15 at
the sw corner of 13th and Canyon near the bandshell. This work will remain on display through Spring 2019
and received unanimous approval for loan via the Standing Selection Panel
http://www.collinparson.com/new-gallery-5/2017/9/25/currently-on-view-at-westlands-park-greenwoodvillage-co
- Civic Area: 11th St. Spine Signature Artwork: Final Design. Adam Kuby: http://www.adamkuby.com
- University Hill: Pre-Selection.
- North Broadway: Preliminary Design. Sharon Dowell: http://sharondowell.com
- Arapahoe Underpass: Final Design. Michelle Sparks http://michellemsparks.com.
- 30th and Colorado Underpass: Contracting. Rosie Fivian and Ransom Beegles.
- Foothills Underpass: Contracting. Carolyn Braaksma.
- CAGID Garage Art Public Art Program: On Hold
Community-Initiated Projects Updates:
- Nobel Circle Monument: Pre-Approval Process
- Indigenous People’s Day: Staff continues to work with the Indigenize Your Eyes for approval on the city-wide
wheat paste portrait project.
- NoBo Murals: (Broadway west) Selection; (Broadway east – Mercury Frame shop) Complete
Maintenance and Conservation:
- Explorations for relocating John King’s Dragonfly Giraffe to Growing Gardens are underway
- Civic Area Temporary Commission (Dispersion): On display. Scheduling removal for October 2018.
- Elk and Mountain Lion J. Midyette works on loan, Pearl St Mall: Removal complete
- Constellatory by Rebecca DiDomenico, Pearl St Mall: Removal scheduled for Nov. 8, 2018
Staff will be presenting at the 6th Biennial Grant Wood Symposium: Art in Public at the University of Iowa Sept 28-30.
Staff continues to participate in the City of Boulder leadership program
In Attachment Eight, please find the current budget for the Public Art Program.

>

Programs for Artists
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Applications to the 2018 “Dance is for Every Body!” Showcases, Nov. 3 and 4 in the Canyon Theater have closed. In its
16th year, the Showcase will be featured in the next City of Boulder Community Newsletter and Channel 8, social
media and in the library’s programs guide.
Five focus groups were held in August for the Artists Census with 33 artists from the community participating. Initial
findings will be shared at September meeting with more complete report in November.
Murals are now being installed throughout Boulder as part of the Creative Neighborhoods mural program.
Staff is working to schedule the next Professional Artist Forum for mid-late October.
The Fellowship Program is on hold awaiting decisions on the 2019 budget that may cancel the pilot program.
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Attachment One
Copy of the July Presentation on the Artist Census
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Draft Public Art Implementation Plan Update
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Attachment Three
Preview of the Presentation for Agenda Item 6C
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Attachment Four
Draft of the Information Packet Memo to Council
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Attachment Six
Commission Correspondence
From: Click, Lauren
Sent: Monday, August 20, 2018 1:27 PM
Subject: Reminder and important notes for the Cultural Organizations Summit on 8/23
Hello colleagues,
Thank you for your RSVP to the Cultural Organizations Summit this Thursday, August 23 from 4 to
5:30pm in the Boulder Creek Room at the Boulder Main Public Library.
A few important points:
- At this meeting a group of Boulder’s largest cultural organizations will facilitate a
conversation about their proposal of a new grant category. The proposal will be considered
by the Boulder Arts Commission and could affect the 2019 grant cycle. This discussion is
being facilitated by your colleagues, and is not part of the official process to make decisions
about the 2019 grants. Your input at the summit is important to the Commission and staff.
- There will be many opportunities to engage with the Arts Commission about the 2019
grants cycle through October including by email, phone, contacting your General Operating
Support liaison, or attending an upcoming meeting of the Commission. Contact information
for the Commissioners is on our website here and meeting schedule here.
- We regret the scheduling overlap with Not in Our House: Boulder Theatre Community in
Conversation. You’re more than welcome to come and go to the summit as you please and
contact the Commissioners later with your thoughts should you need to leave for the event.
Best, Lauren
Lauren Click
Cultural Grants Program
Office of Arts + Culture
720-564-2355
clickl@boulderlibrary.org
she/her/hers
www.boulderarts.org
Library & Arts Department
1001 Arapahoe Avenue | Boulder, CO | 80302
www.bouldercolorado.gov
From: Seaton, Celia
To: Chasansky, Matthew; Click, Lauren; Devin Hughes; Erica Joos; Felicia Furman; Haan, Mary Wohl; Kathleen
McCormick; Mark Villarreal; Vink, Mandy
Subject: RE: QUESTION: November Art Commission meeting date
Date: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 10:08:00 AM

Hello,
As we still have a quorum, the commission’s currently on for 11/21.
Mark and Kathleen, please let us know if you do get solid plans to be out of town, and we can
revisit.
Thanks,
Celia
From: mark villarreal <flynvartranch@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 9:43 AM
To: Seaton, Celia <SeatonC@boulderlibrary.org>
Subject: RE: QUESTION: November Art Commission meeting date
I will probably be in Boulder. There are some plans out in left field, but I think they will

68

stay in left field.
Mark
On August 21, 2018 at 9:03 AM "Seaton, Celia" <SeatonC@boulderlibrary.org> wrote:
OK – so far, here are the replies:
Devin – can make it 11/21, can’t make any other Wednesday
Erica – can’t make it 11/21, out of town
Felicia – can make it 11/21
Kathleen – maybe can make it, maybe can’t
Mark - ?
If Mark is able to attend on 11/21, we will have at least a quorum. It looks like if we
change the date for Erica’s definite plans, Devin will not be able to make it. Mark, do
you think you’ll be in town that day and able to attend?
Thanks,
Celia
From: Felicia Furman <ffurman@ecentral.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2018 8:38 AM
To: Seaton, Celia <SeatonC@boulderlibrary.org>
Cc: Devin Hughes <devin@devinpatrickhughes.com>; Erica Joos <ekrjoos@gmail.com>;
Kathleen McCormick <fonthead1@gmail.com>; Mark Villarreal
<flynvartranch@comcast.net>; Chasansky, Matthew
<ChasanskyM@boulderlibrary.org>; Click, Lauren <ClickL@boulderlibrary.org>
Subject: Re: QUESTION: November Art Commission meeting date
Maybe I replied already but I plan to be here.
Felicia
Sent from my iPad
On Aug 20, 2018, at 9:19 AM, Seaton, Celia <SeatonC@boulderlibrary.org> wrote:
Hello Commission,
Our currently scheduled November meeting will be falling on 11/21, the
day before Thanksgiving.
Unsure how many will have plans outside of Boulder on that date, we
wanted to check if it will be necessary shift this to an alternative date for
November – or, the date can stand as is.
Please respond back to me to let me know if you will be out of
town/unable to make the 21st of November.
Thanks!
Celia
Celia Seaton
Administrative Specialist II
<image001.png>
O: 303.441.3106
seatonc@boulderlibrary.org
Boulder Public Library – Administration Office
1001 Arapahoe Ave. | Boulder, CO 80302
www.boulderlibrary.org
www.bouldercolorado.gov
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Attachment Seven
Current Cultural Grants Program Budget as of September 14, 2018
GRANT
CATEGORY

ASSIGNED
BUDGET

GRANTS
AWARDED

FUNDS
DISTRIBUTED

BALANCE
(TO BE AWARDED)

Operational Grants Large FY2016

$

280,000.00

$

280,000.00

$

280,000.00

$

-

Operational Grants Large FY2017

$

60,000.00

$

60,000.00

$

60,000.00

$

-

Operational Grants Sm FY2016

$

100,000.00

$

100,000.00

$

100,000.00

$

-

Operational Grants Sm FY2017

$

60,000.00

$

60,000.00

$

60,000.00

$

-

Community Projects

$

80,000.00

$

71,815.00

$

57,452.00

$

8,185.00

Arts Education

$

30,000.00

$

29,400.00

$

23,520.00

$

600.00

Rental Assistance

$

18,000.00

$

19,803.00

$

19,803.00

$

(1,803.00)

Professional Dev. Scholarships

$

17,000.00

$

23,465.00

$

18,772.00

$

(6,465.00)

Arts Admin. Certificate
Scholarships

$

10,000.00

$

2,000.00

$

2,000.00

$

8,000.00

Cultural Field Trips

$

10,000.00

$

-

$

-

$

10,000.00

Equity Grant

$

10,000.00

$

10,000.00

$

-

$

-

Admin / Admission Fund

$

7,235.00

$

25.75

$

25.75

$

7,209.25

TOTAL

$

682,235.00

$

656,508.75

$

621,572.75

$

25,726.25

There are 5 free rentals still available for the Macky Auditorium.
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Attachment Eight
Reporting from Completed Cultural Field Trip Grants
Cultural Field Trip Fund report highlights from the 2017 grants cycle are below. We received 9 of 10 reports. 570
individual students and 68 adults were served in 2017 from the $8,561 of funding.
-

Elizabeth McCord, Creekside Elementary to the Macky Auditorium Concert Hall for the Boulder Philharmonic
Orchestra Discovery, $475.
Kent McClannan, Whittier International Elementary School to Macky Auditorium for the Boulder Philharmonic
Orchestra Discovery Concert Reach for the Stars, $350
Kim Hohensee, Birch Elementary to Macky Auditorium for the Boulder Philharmonic Orchestra’s Discovery
Concert Reach for the Stars, $785 1
Maria Comparini, Escuela Bilingüe Pioneer to Macky Auditorium for the Boulder Philharmonic Orchestra
Discovery Concert Reach for the Stars, $975
Queta Martinez, University Hill Elementary School to a performance by Boulder Dinner Theatre Academy Kids
Kabaret, $1,130
Rachelle Weigold, Alicia Sanchez International School to the Macky Auditorium for the Boulder Philharmonic
Orchestra Discovery Concert Reach for the Stars, $490
Sara Nelson, University Hill Elementary School to the Frequent Flyers Aerial Dance Workshop, $1,450
Sarah Bryan, Angevine Middle School to the CU Museum of Natural History, $1961
Sarah Kowalchuk, University Hill Elementary School to Frequent Flyers Aerial Dance, $2,000
Stephanie Fida, Columbine Elementary School to Macky Auditorium for the Boulder Philharmonic Orchestra
Discovery Concert Reach for the Stars, $710

HIGHLIGHTS
From Kent McClannan at Whittier International Elementary School:
This was the first exposure to a symphony for most of our students and they were blown away by the beauty of the
musical experience. It was clearly successful and memorable! The funds were essential to us as we are a title 1 school and
this event provided many of our students (who normally would not be able to afford this adventure) this unforgettable
opportunity.
From Kim Hohensee at Birch Elementary:
My students loved the concert and were engaged during the entire performance. Afterwards, they were talking and
discussing which music pieces they liked or didn’t like. The biggest highlight and the one thing my students were the most
excited about was seeing their friends’ work chosen to be shown on the screen during the performance and before the
concert began.
These funds were important as Birch Elementary is a Title I school; we have a high percentage of students who receive
free and reduced lunch. So I knew paying the fee for these particular students was going to be a hardship. I also knew the
cost of transportation was also going to “eat up” a chunk of my classroom budget. Therefore receiving this grant allowed
me to not have to “eat up” a chunk of my classroom budget; and I am able to use my classroom budget to purchase a
variety of resources that would benefit all of my students (K-5).
I would have taken this field trip without the funds. However, I would have had to ask the parents to cover their child’s
admission fee; and for several of our parents, covering the admission fee would have been a financial hardship; and
covering the free and reduced lunch students’ admission fee, would have “eaten up” a good chunk of my classroom
Birch Elementary and Angevine Middle School are not deemed Title 1 schools by BVSD though have large populations of students
that receive free and reduced lunch.

1
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budget to cover the transportation cost, which tends to run around $150-$200 per bus driver. Financially to go on this
field trip would have been a struggle, but I would have made it work, as the Birch students do not get the opportunity to
hear a live, high quality orchestra in a beautiful performance venue like CU - Boulder’s Macky Auditorium.
From Maria Comparini at Escuela Bilingüe Pioneer:
Students were exposed to the art of the Boulder Philharmonic and the mix of music and NASA voice recording, which
planted a seed of curiosity on many of our students that wanted to learn more about specific NASA explorations.
From Queta Martinez at the University Hill Elementary School:
Our school is a Title 1 school, where 60% of our students live in poverty. There is no way we would be able to afford this
trip without the grant funding. In fact, when we picked parents to volunteer for this trip, we gave priority to parents who
we knew are not able to afford a theater experience. It was great for them too! The cost of the bus and theater tickets is
out of reach for us without support from the Boulder Cultural Field Trips Fund, thank you for your support!
From Rachelle Weigold at Alicia Sanchez International School:
The funds were important and helpful for executing this cultural field trip because it allowed two fifth grade classes plus
an additional 15 students from grades 2, 3, and 4 to experience a unique live musical performance. The majority of our
students receive free or reduced lunch and the cost of field trips, like this one, can often be financially prohibitive for
families. The funds provided through this grant not only afforded our students with an incredible life experience, but
excused our families from the stress of another requested field trip fee. We likely would not have taken this field trip
without funds from the Boulder Arts Commission. THANK YOU!
From Stephanie Fida at Columbine Elementary School:
We watched the orchestra play 6 pieces that were connected to NASA's 60th anniversary. My students loved listening &
learning about the music in my classroom, and then seeing is performed live by musicians. We were able to send all
students, free of charge, to the concert. Since about 75% of our students are on free & reduced lunch, many would have
not been able to pay for their tickets and bus fare out of pocket. Furthermore, we have a very limited budget in our music
department, and it would have exhausted most of the year's funds to send our 86 students. I was able to attend as well,
as I received money for a sub coverage (in the past I was unable to attend since it would mean taking personal leave
time). I feel that it is essential to expose children from underprivileged backgrounds to more expensive cultural events
such as orchestra performances (and especially since it's so close to our school). We would have fundraised and found a
way for them to attend otherwise, used much of our budget, and I probably would not have been able to attend. Having
a single grant to cover all expenses simplified things so much! Thank you.
From Sara Nelson at University Hill Elementary School:
The trip was a huge success! Nearly all of our students had no prior
experience with aerial dance, and the instructors were really skilled at
getting all kids and adults involved and fully participating. Please see
pictures attached. We learned a few basic aerial dance moves. It was really
empowering to challenge ourselves to move in ways we never had, and to
succeed with it. This trip was an experience way above and beyond what is
required of us to teach according to the state standards. It was completely
enriching and empowering for our students. Our title 1 school would have
never afforded this trip without the grant funding, this trip simply never
would have happened. Thank you for providing the funding for this
experience for us! We hope to apply again next year.
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Attachment Nine
Current Public Art Program 5 Year Budget as of September 14, 2018
FUNDING
SOURCE

PROJECT/ARTIST

TOTAL
APPROPRIATED

AMOUNT PAID
TO DATE

Gen. Fund

Experiments in P.A. / Jackson

$ 20,000

$20,000.00

---

$19,000.00

Gen. Fund

Experiments in P.A. / Hardy

$ 10,000

$10,000

---

$1,000

Gen. Fund

Civic Area Temp. / Dispersion

$ 36,200

$34,390

$1,810

$16,290

Gen. Fund

Civic Area Temp. / Wilkins

$ 15,000

$12,000

$3,000

$15,000

Gen. Fund

Civic Area Temp. / Shlon

$ 9,995

$9,995

---

$9,995

Gen. Fund

Civic Area Temp. / Tashakori

$ 10,000

$1,500

$8,500

$10,000

Gen. Fund

Civic Area Permanent / Kuby*

$ 45,000

$16,250

$28,750

$28,750

Gen. Fund

Civic Area Temp. / Corridor Mural

$ 26,000

---

$26,000

$26,000

Gen. Fund

NoBo Mural / in selection

$ 3,000

---

$3,000

$3,000

CCS v1

Civic Area Permanent / Kuby*

$325,000

$19,500

$305,500

$48,750

CCS v1

Creative Neighborhoods / various*

$ 25,000

$10,000

$10,000

$25,000

CCS v1

North Broadway / Dowell

$165,000

---

$165,000

$16,500

CCS v1

Univ. Hill / in selection

$ 75,000

---

$75,000

$9,500

CCS v1

Diagonal Gateway / Muller*

$ 81,500

$40,750

$81,500

CCS v2

NoBo Library / pre-selection*

~$260,000

---

~$260,000

---

CCS v2

Creative Neighborhoods / various*

~$ 25,000

---

~$ 25,000

---

CCS v2

Scott Carpenter Pool / pre-selection

~$100,000

---

~$100,000

---

CCS v2

Fire Station #3 / pre-selection

~$ 75,000

---

~$ 75,000

---

% for Art

Arapahoe Underpass / Sparks

$ 42,000

$6,300

$35,700

$ 16,800

% for Art

Foothills Underpass / Braaksma

$ 35,000

---

$35,000

$4,500

% for Art

30 & Colo Underpass / Fivian &
Beegles

$ 75,000

---

$75,000

$7,500

% for Art

East Arapahoe Mural / & Art Space

$ 9,000

$9,000

% for Art

CAGID / on hold

$ 50,000

$25,000

$25,000

$1,517,695

$214,685

$1,303,010

TOTAL

th

$40,750

BALANCE
REMAINING

---

2018 PROJECTED
SPENDING

$9,000
---

$348,085

CCS: Community Culture and Safety Tax. *Multiple funding sources. Additional maintenance projects are not
represented.
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