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NEW FACES IN THE DEAN’S OFFICE

Nancy Clark started as the new Com-
munity Relations Manager at Anderson 
Academic Commons in October 2017.  
She has been at the University of Denver 
for ten years in University Advancement, 
working on teams such as annual giving 
and fundraising, planning events, recruit-
ing and training volunteers, managing 
programs and producing reports.  Her 
work has always been centered on cus-
tomer service while working as a team 
to achieve goals and build relationships.  
Nancy has established many contacts 

across the DU campus and will use her experience to work with 
volunteers, donors and alumni.  She has a Master degree in 
organizational leadership.  Nancy lives in Denver with her hus-
band and two young children, enjoys spending weekends in the 
mountains, trying new recipes and reading.  We welcome her to 
our dance team.

Merisa Bissinger started as the Director 
of Business & Operations in August 2017. 
She has worked at the University Libraries 
for 19 years in various roles, most recently 
as the Library Collections Procurement 
and Processing Manager. Please contact 
Merisa if you have questions regarding 
the CBGDL budget. Merisa lives in Denver 
with her partner and has a dog and a cat. 
She enjoys playing music, reading and 
gardening.

ANNUAL MEETING -- Thursday, June 15th 
Anderson Academic Commons

Election of Board Officers
New Exhibit:  Square Dancing in the American West
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Ann Hunt is a native of 
Salt Lake City, UT and 
earned a BFA in Modern 
Dance from the Univer-
sity of Utah in 2000 – her 
passion is dance educa-
tion.  After graduation 
she became the Director 
of Dance at Juan Diego 
Catholic HS, a position 
she held until 2005 when 
her family moved to Den-
ver where her husband 

Jim is pursuing his medical career.  In Denver, 
Ann has been teaching at Leap Dance Studio 
for the past 5 years and is currently a guest 
artist in dance at DSA.  “I feel my contribution 
to the Dance Library Board is outreach, espe-
cially in education.”  She is looking forward to 
assisting the Board in growing our recognition 
in the dance community and seeking out new 
and upcoming teachers, choreographers and 
artists.  Ann is the mother of 4 children and 
has taken her oldest children to view the “Fes-
tival Caravan” exhibit as well as the numerous 
books in special collections.  We welcome her 
to the Board.

Julia Wilkinson Manley has resigned as 
President of the dance library Board.  She was 
prepared to be “super woman” -- raise new 
baby Marlow, be Artistic Director and CEO of 
Colorado Conservatory of Dance and Board 
president of Carson Brierly Giffin Dance Li-
brary -- but she is only human and while still 
remaining as a Board member she will no 
longer serve as president.  We appreciate her 
energy and talent and look forward to having 
her continue as a Board member.

Vice President Michelle O’Bryan Hamel will 
assume the duties of President of the Board.  
The Board elected Joanna Lamb to serve as 
Vice President.  Both will serve until new 
officers are elected in June.  

Legends of Dance 
in Colorado Celebration

Sunday, October 21st from 4-6 pm, 
Anderson Academic Commons

Wine & hors d’ouevers 

In Memorium

Gloria Kubel, honored 
as a Legend in Dance 
in 2007, passed away 
unexpectedly but peace-
fully on Sunday, Novem-
ber 19, 2017 at the age 
of 84.  She was known 
and loved for her end-
less energy and joyous, 
indomitable spirit.  For 
over 40 years as a can-
cer survivor she taught 
movement, exercise and nutrition, inspiring 
three generations of women and their families.
     Gloria grew up in the Bronx, attending 
the Bronx High School of Science and Sarah 
Lawrence College.  She studied with New York 
artistic and academic luminaries of the time -- 
writer Joseph Campbell, modern dancers Mar-
tha Graham, Alwin Nikolais and Murray Louis 
among others -- cultivating her lifelong love of 
the arts, literature and philosophy.
     Moving to Denver as a young mother, she 
continued to study and teach dance, creating 
and performing in her own dance company as 
well as being a founding member of Colorado 
Contemporary Dance which brought national 
dance companies to Denver.  She was a vora-
cious reader and cultural devotee, attending 
symphony concerts, dance performances, 
opera and museum exhibitions.  If it was on the 
cultural radar, she was there.
     Gloria loved domestic and foreign travel, 
touring extensively with her family in Europe, 
the Middle East and Asia.  Her enthusiasm 
and sweet inquisitiveness was magnetic to the 
people she met.
     Gloria was stricken with breast cancer in 
mid-1970. Facing brutal courses of treatment, 
she took an active role in her own recovery, 
supplementing surgery, radiation and chemo 
with nutrition and exercise, not the standard 
approach to treatment back then.  Even while 
recovering, she shared her experience with 
other women with cancer by creating the 
“Back on the Move” program that used dance-
inspired movement to build flexibility and 
strength in addition to being a group offering 
loving emotional support. Until recently she 
taught Tai Chi and facilitated courses in dance 
history for the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
(OLLI) and the Academy.  For such a petite 
person she made a giant impact.  She will be 
missed.
Submitted by her daughter, Holly Winber 
Powell  



From the Curator and Archivist
     The Dance Library staff have been busy 
gearing up for the upcoming annual meet-
ing square dance exhibit and documentary. In 
December, we hired a part-time student worker 
who is helping Nathalie process our Lloyd 
Shaw Foundation Collection. This collection ar-
rived in 2002 and equated to roughly 11 tons of 
material. Through continuous work at our off-
site storage facility, we have so far processed 
and described 6 new square dance-related 
collections and separated the remaining un-
cataloged material into bibliographic (books 
and journals/magazines) and non-bibliographic 
(personal and organizational correspondence, 
films, costumes, reel to reel audio) categories. 
We will soon begin re-housing and properly 
storing roughly 300 boxes of 78 RPM and 45 
RPM records, many of which were still packed 
in the boxes they’d been mailed to us in. These 
photos show our off-site storage facility, the 
Hampden Center, and give a glimpse of the 
types of materials we have processed so far. 
     All of this physical processing is help-
ing us prepare for our upcoming exhibit and 
documentary, “Square Dance in the American 
West.” These materials cover a broad range of 
square dancing, round dancing, contra danc-
ing, and folk dancing, and will help us create 
an immersive and engaging experience for 
everyone attending the annual meeting, as well 
as future researchers.

In Memorium, cont.

Professor Emeri-
tus James (Jimmy) 
LaVita, honored as a 
Legend in Dance with 
3rd Law Dance Theatre 
in 2016, passed away 
on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 25. His teaching 
and scholarship at DU 
spanned both the arts 
and sciences. Jimmy 
served as professor 

and long-time chair of mathematics and com-
puter science, then as professor of computer 
science, and most recently, as a professor of 
social sciences in the divisions of Arts, 
Humanities & Social Sciences with the anthro-
pology department and emergent digital prac-
tices program. Jimmy retired last spring after 
serving the University for over 45 years, mak-
ing him one of the longest serving employees 
of the University at that time.

     With PhDs in anthropology and mathemat-
ics and an MA in folklore, Jimmy’s education 
was incredibly interdisciplinary, much like his 
work at DU. He was a mentor to faculty in 
mathematics, computer science, and emergent 
digital practices. He also taught a variety of 
innovative courses in anthropology, emergent 
digital practices, theatre, and in the common 
curriculum. Jimmy’s folklore courses were es-
pecially well-loved by anthropology students.
     Beyond his work at DU, Jimmy, with his wife 
Katie Elliott, founded and co-directed the 3rd 
Law Dance Theater in Boulder. Together, they 
created original, multi-media, evening-length 
performances drawing on theatrical, classical, 
modern, historical, and traditional dance.
As a community, our deepest sympathy goes 
out to Jimmy’s family and friends. To those 
who knew him, Jimmy was a true Renaissance 
Man; he was brilliant, creative, fun, and gener-
ous. He was an esteemed collaborator and 
colleague. Jimmy will be fondly remembered, 
and sorely missed as a colleague and, most-
importantly, as a dear friend.

You can look through the dance library’s 
archival collections here: 

https://duarchives.coalliance.org/collections.

Questions? E-mail or call Dance Archivist Nathalie Proulx (Nathalie.Proulx@du.edu/303-871-4065)


