
Boulder Arts Commission Meeting Agenda 
February 15, 2017 

Boulder Creek Room, Main Library 

CALL TO ORDER 
Approval of Agenda 

REVIEW OF MINUTES 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

GRANT ACTION ITEMS 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SCHOLARSHIPS 
1. Ana Maria Hernando; Women and the Ñusta; in the Andes Mountains of Peru; $1000
2. Amy Lynn Herman; IMERSA Summit 2017; Denver, CO; $500
3. Colleen McCarthy; 2017 National Council on the Education for Ceramic Arts Conference; Portland, OR; $1000
4. Cynthia Spitko; Acting Internship with the Colorado Shakespeare Festival; Boulder CO; $500
5. Felice Fenwick-Smith; The Catamounts Developmental Workshop, Dairy Arts Center; Boulder, Colorado; $450
6. Hannah Hanssens-Reed; National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts - Conference; Portland OR, $1000
7. Kate Weiner; Woodland Keep Residency; San Juan Islands, WA; $800
8. Laura Melling; The Festival of Delphic Games; Delphi, Greece; $1000
9. Margaret Josey-Parker; National Council on the Education for Ceramic Arts Conference; Portland, OR, $1000
10. Merlyn Holmes; Creative Industries Summit; Breckenridge, CO; $495
11. Nicole Dial-Kay, Impakt Festival 2017: Haunted Machines, Wicked Problems; Utrecht, Netherlands; $1000
12. Sarah Longpre; NonfictioNOW 2017 Conference, Reykjavíck, Iceland; $1000

COMMUNITY PROJECTS GRANT 

A. Process Review
B. Applicant Presentations
C. Discussion and Rescore
D. Final Approval

GRANT REPORTS 

Boulder Philharmonic Orchestra, FY 16 Community Project Grant, Music for Everyone 
Amy Buckler, FY16 Professional Development, Statera Conference 

Note: Reports for the FY16 General Operating Support Grants have been postponed to the March meeting. 

MATTERS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS 

MATTERS FROM STAFF 
Manager’s Update – Matt  
Public Art Implementation Virtual Town Hall Survey – Mandy 

ADJOURNMENT 

Boulder Arts Commission - 1 February 15, 2017



Boulder Arts Commission Minutes 
January 18, 2017 

Page 1 of 4 

 CITY OF BOULDER 

BOULDER, COLORADO 

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS MEETING 

MINUTES 

Name of Board/ Commission:  Boulder Arts Commission 

Date of Meeting: Jan. 18, 2017 at the Main Boulder Public Library, 1001 Arapahoe Ave. 

Contact information preparing summary: Maureen Malone, 303-441-3106 

Commission members present: Ann Moss, Felicia Furman, Kathleen McCormick, Mark Villarreal 

Commission members absent: Tamil Maldonado 

Jury panel members present: Alan O’Hashi, Cindy Sepucha, Heather Beasley 

Commission members absent: Alice Renouf 

Library staff present:    

David Farnan, Director of Library & Arts  

Matt Chasansky, Office of Arts & Culture Manager 

Mary Fowler, Creative Sector Initiatives Coordinator 

Mary Haan, Creative Sector Initiatives Coordinator 

Maureen Malone, Administrative Specialist II 

Members of the public present: 

Gwen Burak 

Janet Mylott, Band of Toughs 

Type of Meeting:  Regular 

Agenda Item 1:  Call to order and approval of agenda  [6:02 p.m., 0:00:00 Audio min.] 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. 

Furman moved to accept the agenda, and Villarreal seconded. All in favor. 

Agenda Item 2:  Review of Minutes  [6:02 p.m., 0:01:38 Audio min.] 

Item 3A, Approval of Dec. 21, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

McCormick moved to approve the minutes, and Villarreal seconded. Vote 4-0, unanimous. 

Agenda Item 3: Public comment       [6:06 p.m., 0:03:41 Audio min.] 

None 
Agenda Item 4: Grant Program Action Items   [6:06 p.m., 0:04:03 Audio min.] 

a. Grant Final Reports

1. Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, FY15 R2 Arts in Education Grant, Art Stop on the Go 2016

2. Dairy Center for the Arts, FY15 R2 Arts in Education Grant, Saturday Children’s Art Workshops

Moss was interested in how differently the Dairy’s project came out compared to what was proposed. O’Hashi 

commented that part of the jury’s role is determining whether a proposal is realistic. Chasansky stated that another 

perspective would be to consider how one defines whether a project is successful or not; in addition to measuring 

the report up against what was proposed, it’s helpful to hear what the grantee learned in the process. 

Furman moved to accept both reports, and McCormick seconded. All in favor. 

Agenda Item 5: Matters from Commission Members  [6:10 p.m., 0:07:51 Audio min.] 

a. Grants Scoring System – Chasansky and Moss

Chasansky explained that after the rescoring, any applicants with scores above the threshold line – set at 75% of a

perfect score – will be considered to receive a grant.

Moss explained that every juror’s score will be projected, and there will be a chance for each juror to change their

score on a particular question if they so choose.
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Sepucha asked whether there is a possibility of granting someone less than the amount requested. Chasansky 

replied that the commission decided a few years back not to do that anymore because it diminishes those projects 

that are underfunded; if there is money left over, the funds will be deferred to another purpose as opposed to 

underfunding a project.  

Beasley commented that when she does the math, it seems like a few applicants’ requests must include items that 

the commission explicitly does not fund. Chasansky suggested that she bring this up as a question for the 

applicant to address. 

Furman asked whether commission is still including comments when scoring applications. Chasansky replied that 

no low score should be empty of either a comment or a question, and any comments or questions need to be 

something that the applicant can directly address. 

Moss commented that there should be extremely few questions from the jurors at the meeting; jurors should ask 

their questions during their review of the applications and then applicants will have their 3 minutes at the meeting 

to address those questions. 

Beasley asked whether commission assumes that a presenter has chosen not to answer a question from the initial 

scoring if they do not address it in their 3-minute presentation. Chasansky stated that the assumption is that the 

presentation is the applicant’s answer to any questions. Moss asked staff to please instruct applicants to 

concentrate their 3 minutes on answering any questions from the initial scoring process. 

Sepucha asked how to address concerns that aren’t necessarily linked to a particular question in the application. 

Chasansky responded that in addition to answering the questions, applicants are asked to provide a description of 

their project and background information on the organization, and these should be taken into consideration. While 

these documents don’t necessarily correlate to the scores, jurors should look for a good place to put any questions 

concerning this information. 

Sepucha asked whether jurors can reach out after the grants cycle to applicants that weren’t awarded funds to 

provide guidance moving forward. Chasansky cautioned against partnering with previous applicants, and Farnan 

stated that Chasansky does follow-up with applicants after the fact. 

Farnan stated that jurors need to be prepared to explain any changes they make to an applicant’s score during the 

rescoring process. Additionally, if a presenter brings documentation to the meeting and there is not time to review 

and assess it, jurors are not required to change their score. 

Chasansky explained that for the Community Projects Grant, first time applicants or people who have not 

received a grant in the last 5 years will be eligible for consideration for the opportunity grant. Moss commented 

that the recipient of the opportunity grant could end up jumping applicants with higher scores, and recommended 

that this be explained to the audience at the start of the meeting. Farnan agreed that this should be explained, and 

stated that the scoring system and process are meant to inform the decision, but by charter, commission has the 

final decision on who receives a grant. 

Villarreal asked what happens in the case of a tie for the 6th spot for the Community Projects Grant. Chasansky 

replied that there is a tiebreaker scenario in which the applicants are re-ranked according to their scores on the 

individual jury questions. Commission agreed that the order of the questions to consider for the tiebreaker will be: 

1. Community priorities

2. Cultural offerings

3. Artistic excellence

4. Evaluation

Beasley asked what happens if there are two applicants tied for 6th place, and one of the top 7 qualifies for the 

opportunity grant. Farnan proposed two scenarios: 

1. Give grants to the top 7 and the applicant that qualifies for the opportunity grant gets it, or

2. Break the tie between 6 and 7 and find another opportunity grant from the rest of the applicants that

scored above the threshold

Commission discussed the options and agreed that for the Community Projects Grant, there will be 7 grants 

awarded, one of which will be the opportunity grant. If an applicant ranked in the top 6 is eligible for the 
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opportunity grant, then the top 7 applicants will receive grants. If there is nobody eligible for the opportunity 

grant in the top 6, then the jury will award the opportunity grant to the eligible applicant with the next highest 

score above the threshold. If no applicants qualify for the opportunity grant, the top 7 applicants will receive 

grants. 

b. Conflict of Interest Recusals – Villarreal or Moss

O’Hashi asked for clarification on the process for recusing oneself from the scoring process in the case of a

conflict of interest. Moss explained that a jury member should ideally not present on behalf of the organization

that applied and should leave the room when the project is being discussed and scored.

Villarreal commented that jury members should go with their personal comfort level when deciding whether or

not to recuse themselves from scoring a particular applicant in the case that city code would not require them to

do so. Villarreal also suggested that commissioners each provide a list of arts organizations or projects that they

have ties with in order to increase transparency.

Beasley asked whether jury members that recuse themselves from scoring an application that they were involved

in should be allowed to score the other applicants in that category since they would have a mathematical stake in

underscoring their competitors. Farnan explained that the scores are all public, and if something like that were to

happen, there would need to be some kind of intervention from the commission chair. Villarreal commented the

scoring process will be transparent; each juror will have a consistent scoring pattern because everyone has a value

system for what they prioritize when scoring.

c. Americans for the Arts Petition – Moss

Commission agreed that Moss can sign the petition on behalf of the Boulder Arts Commission.

Furman moved to allow Moss to send an email on behalf of the commission to the individual city council

members, asking them to sign the petition. McCormick seconded. All in favor.

Agenda Item 6: Matters from Staff  [7:40 p.m., 1:28:23 Audio min.] 

a. Manager’s Update – Chasansky

i. Sponsorships

McCormick asked what the total budget is for sponsorships. Chasansky responded that the budget for the

year is $78,000; Boulder Arts Week has not yet been approved for 2017, but has historically received

$25,000, split between two allocations – money at the beginning of the year to fund the current year, and

money at the end of the year to help mobilize for the next year.

Villarreal asked for the dollar amount given to the first three sponsorships. Chasansky replied that Rocky

Ridge Music School received $7,600, The Boulder Philharmonic received $12,500 and Boulder Writers

Warehouse received $8,000.

McCormick asked for clarification on who determines which groups receive sponsorships. Chasansky

explained that the sponsorships are not grant funds, so the Arts & Culture staff vets proposals and submits

their recommendations to the director of Library & Arts for final approval. The sponsorship funds are for

projects that fulfill a priority identified in the Cultural Plan, but don’t fit in to the grant categories or align

with the grants cycle.

Moss commented that there needs to be very clear justification for why organizations receive sponsorships,

particularly since some of the same organizations will also be applying for grant funds. Chasansky stated

that if an organization applies for a sponsorship for the same project they propose for a grant, staff will not

consider it for sponsorship. Staff will provide commission with a sentence or two detailing the decision

making for sponsorships in addition to the amount being given so that they feel confident explaining the

justification.

McCormick asked whether the sponsorships are competitive. Chasansky replied staff has not received so

many that they have been turning away qualified proposals; staff receives proposals, vets them on merit and

conceivably does that until the money runs out.
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Farnan explained that two years ago, commission recommended that instead of grant funding Boulder Arts 

Week, staff get it folded in to the regular budget, so the money they receive is now sponsorship funds. 

b. Draft Annual Report – Chasansky

Moss recommended that the report include conclusions, in addition to analysis, to provide a direction in which to

move forward.

Furman asked whether the grant final reports will be compiled somehow. Chasansky responded that the Arts

Commission meetings serve that function to some degree because discussion of whether to recertify organizations

is part of the public record. Staff will produce a report including more detailed data they have requested in

addition to the final reports; this will not be part of the annual report, but will be brought to commission and made

public.

Moss asked when the final annual report will be ready, and Farnan replied that staff hopes to have it completed by

April so that the new commissioner will have access to it.

Beasley asked whether the annual report will include a ratio of how many grant applications were submitted in

each category to how many were funded. Chasansky replied that he is unsure how to incorporate that information

in the report, but agreed that it will be important to be able to show the progress of how the percent of grants

unfunded decreases over the years.

c. Council Retreat – Farnan

Farnan stated that the library is going through its Master Plan process, and proposed having a joint meeting between the 

Library Commission and the Arts Commission to give the Arts Commission an opportunity to give their input on the needs 

and uses for the Main Library north building. 

Farnan explained that the Daily Camera ran an inaccurate story following the Public Art Implementation Plan Town Hall 

Meeting about a $50k study for art in parking garages, and city council has since received numerous emails rejecting the 

idea of spending money on art in parking garages. Farnan asked commissioners to assume a role of leadership in this 

matter and consider writing a letter to the Daily Camera in support of the implementation of the Public Art Policy. Farnan 

clarified that the $50k is the budget for the entire program, from testing feasibility to having art on the walls; the funding 

was provided by the Central Area General Improvement District (CAGID) and approved through the budget process as 

funding for public art. McCormick suggested that there might be less resistance from people to the idea of public art if we 

keep in mind the goals and values of the city during the implementation process. Farnan commented that the city 

transportation department has historically spent close to three times more than any other department on public art, so 

public art has mostly been incorporated into transportation structures, underpasses, bike paths, etc.; until more funding 

comes in from other sources, the places we see art will be a representation of the city’s values, which have been 

transportation and parking. 

Agenda Item 7:  Adjournment   [8:40 p.m., 2:28:52 Audio min.] 

There being no further business to come before the commission at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

Date, time, and location of next meeting: 

The next Boulder Arts Commission meeting will be at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2017, in the Boulder Creek Room at 

the Main Library, 1001 Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80302. 

Boulder Arts Commission - 5 February 15, 2017



 

 
 

TO: Members of the Boulder Arts Commission and Jury Panel  
FROM: Matt Chasansky, City of Boulder Office of Arts + Culture 
DATE: February 10, 2017 
SUBJECT: Manager’s Update for the Boulder Arts Commission Meeting  
 on February 15, 2017 
 

 
 
1. Notes on the February 15 agenda 

 
> Community Projects Grant – Attached please find a flow-chart for the jury decision process on the 

Community Projects applications.  At the meeting, we will have this printed for you, as well as copies 
of the score/comments documents and a score sheet.  Please note that there has been a slight 
change to the process for selecting an Opportunity Grant recipient.  At the jury training, we decided 
to conduct a separate discussion about this step after the rest of the grants had been scored and 
ranked.  And, that there would be a discussion about several options on how the grant might best be 
delivered.  However, in running through the process, we have found that the best way to accomplish 
a fair review of these applications will be to move that discussion up a step to be before the 
discussion of the rest of the top applications.  Please review the flow-chart and let me know if you 
have any questions. 
 

> Reports for FY16 General Operating Support (GOS) Grants – Commission members will have received 
notice that they can now review the end-of-year reports from our GOS grant recipients.  The very full 
agenda for our next meeting will not allow enough time for discussion and re-certification.  So, please 
plan for this discussion and decision at the March meeting. 
 

> Public Art Implementation Plan Virtual Town Hall Survey – As we approach the final weeks of public 
inquiry on the 2017/18 Draft Public Art Implementation Plan, staff plans to distribute a survey that 
will serve as a “virtual town hall”.  The goal is to gather final thoughts and advice from the community 
about the proposed projects and close the loop on the great results we have had through the town 
hall on January 10, 2016 and the email response to the draft plan.  Attached is a copy of the virtual 
town hall survey.  We would like to send this out as an inquiry from the Arts Commission, rather than 
staff.  At the meeting, we will ask for any input about the survey and get the endorsement of the 
Commission to proceed. 
 

 
2. Public Art Implementation Plan Update 

 
Staff continues to work on drafting of the 2017/18 Public Art Implementation Plan.  Previous drafts can be 
found in the January 2017 and December 2016 Arts Commission packets.  The newest draft includes 
several developments, and refinements continue as public outreach and vetting among city departments 
continues.   
 
One important note is with regards to the proposed project within the draft Implementation Plan for a 
series of installations in the city’s parking garages.  There has been a conversation ongoing contained in 
emails to City Council and in the opinion section of the Daily Camera.  As the representatives of the 
community and of council in cultural affairs, it is important that the members of the Arts Commission feel 
free to speak with members of the public about this proposal.  Below, we have included the content of 
some of the emails that have been distributed in response to specific objections to the parking garage art 
project.  I hope you find them useful in articulating the position of staff about this proposal: 
 

> The total 2017 budget for the project is $50,000.  This includes a small amount to conduct a 
study and develop a work plan, as well as funding for site preparation, artist fees and materials, 
and other costs.  The report in the Daily Camera that this full amount would be spent only on a 
study was incorrect. 
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> The funding for this particular project is derived from the Central Area General Improvement 

District (CAGID).  This fund is restricted by City of Boulder Ordinance No. 3644 and can be used 
only for parking and parking related improvements.  This means that the budget that has been 
proposed for the series of public artworks cannot be reassigned to other projects except for 
those that are directly related to the parking garages themselves. 
 

> The idea that the garages can be a good place for public art comes from recommendations the 
community gave us in the Community Cultural Plan.  In that vision document, residents asked the 
city and cultural leaders to use public art to enhance the urban environment. This includes the 
overlooked, unadorned public places as well as those that are already vibrant.  Further, among 
the priorities for culture, the community would like us to promote Boulder's strong cultural 
identity.  One way this project may do that is to create "gateway" artworks; employing artists to 
make compelling experiences in what is for millions the first moment they will spend in our city.   
 
            http://boulderarts.org/about-us/community-cultural-plan/    
 

> Including art in the garages can also respond to, and even support, the uses and functionality of 
the facilities.  For instance, wayfinding elements or artworks that add lighting can fill gaps in what 
can be a dark and uninviting space. 
 

> The project is just one in the series of proposals that are now under consideration in the Public 
Art Implementation Plan which will guide new commissions over the next few years. We 
welcome suggestions and advice.  I encourage everyone to take a look at the draft 
Implementation Plan to learn more about the other projects we have in mind: 
 

http://boulderarts.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/DRAFT-2017-Public-Art-
Implementation-Plan_1.9.16.pdf  

 
> Finally, I encourage you to watch the recording of the City Council meeting from January 17, at 

which we gave a presentation that sums up our approach to this series.  Included in the 
presentation are several benchmarks of how public art has been successfully integrated into 
parking garages in other cities. 
 

https://bouldercolorado.gov/boulder8/city-council-video-player-and-archive 
 
Once you have selected the 1/17 Council Meeting, click on the public art agenda item at 
the bottom of the screen. 

  
 

3. Commission Correspondence 
 
Attached, please find copies of email correspondence received by the Boulder Arts Commission during the 
period between the publication of the January and February 2017 packets. 
 
 

4. Staff Updates 
 

Staff continues to work with the Civic Area team on construction and planning.  
 
The NoBo Art District organization and the Community Vitality Department continue to work with staff on the 
preparation for review by City Council of a resolution to officially recognize the district at their meeting on 
March 21.  Staff will be preparing a presentation for the Arts Commission at the March 15 meeting. 
 
Staff continues to participate in the Boulder Valley Comprehensive Plan update team.  
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Staff continues to work in collaboration with Arts & Venues Denver and the Bonfils Stanton Foundation on the 
feasibility study for a regional cultural alliance.  
 
In partnership with other city departments, staff continues to work on the lease agreements with the Boulder 
Museum of Contemporary Art and The Dairy Arts Center.  The next step in this process involves an evaluation 
of the city’s overall practices around leasing space to nonprofits.  The results will be presented to council as an 
information packet in the near future. 
 
Work continues on research projects including a study of venues, Arts & Prosperity 5, and others. 
 
Work continues on the 2016 Annual Report.  
 
 
> Grants and Programs for Organizations 

 

Coordination of the current grants cycle continues. 

 

Planning is ongoing for the next Cultural Organizations Summit. 

 

Work continues preparing for the replacement of the online grant review system. 

 

The following rental assistance grants were awarded in February: 

 $947.50 to Boulder Opera for Zarzuela and Goyescas by Enrique Granados, Venue: Dairy 

Arts Center 

 $1,000 to Chamber Music Society of Boulder for Ode to Joy- Beethoven 9, Venue: Macky 

Auditorium (1 free rental) 

 $1,000 to Open Studios for Boulder Plein Air Festival, Venue: Boulder Creative Collective 

Warehouse 

 $1,000 to Colorado MahlerFest for Colorado MahlerFest 30, Venue: Macky Auditorium 

(2 free rentals) 

 $1,000 to Boulder Philharmonic Orchestra for Boulder Phil - March 25 & April 22, 2017 

events, Venue: Macky Auditorium (2 free rentals) 

 

 

> Public Art and Neighborhood Programs 

 

Jon Geiger’s ROAM will move to its next location in Lafayette, CO on March 9. Be sure to check 

out the sculpture, sited across the street from the Dushanbe Tea House and brought to Boulder 

through Black Cube Nomadic Museum.  

 

The DRAFT 2017 Public Art Implementation Plan is seeking final feedback: 

 Community Feedback: “Virtual Town Hall” Feb. 16 – March 6 

 Staff Feedback: Feb. 1 – 20 

 City Manager Feedback: Feb. 27 – March 7 

 Arts Commission Approval: March 15 

 

Staff has partnered with a consultant to review sustainable funding options for the public art 

program. Preliminary findings will be presented to the Arts Commission on March 15, and to the 

Executive Budget Team on March 16. 
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Staff applied for additional funding from the Community, Culture and Safety Tax contingency, 

and received response that the projects and funds would be reexamined in late 2017.  

 

Staff participated in the jury panel for the remaining 2016 Neighborhood Enhancement Grants 

(funds and recipients). Additionally, staff is joining a committee to review City of Boulder grant 

opportunities, rules and regulations for clarity and effectiveness.  

 

Along with Denver’s Public Art Program Manager, staff is co-leading a Colorado Public Art 

Administrators group which includes leading convenings, communication and group logistics. 

 

 

> Programs for Artists and Creative Professionals 

 

Staff continues working with Boulder County Arts Alliance (BCAA) for an online calendar and 

special e-newsletter for the April Celebrate Dance Month. 

 

Staff met with Boulder Arts Week advisory board on the 2017 celebration: March 31 – April 8.  

Reports and recommendations from the study that was completed through a CU LEEDS program 

were shared for future consideration. 

 

Staff began to gather information on artist fellowships and residencies.  They spoke with local 

artist Ellen Orleans about her experiences with a variety of offerings across the country.  

Research on programs across the country and follow-up discussions with additional community 

artists are planned to help inform us as we look to possible implementation of a Boulder program 

in 2018. 

 

Staff continues to work with Boulder Arts Matrix and the BCAA on an initiative to improve the 

visibility, access, and optimization of the BCAA events calendar. 

 

Planning continues for the next Professional Artists Forum. 

 

 

> Upcoming Events 

 

Cultural Organizations Summit, Feb. 21 at 9am. Topics will include working capital in nonprofit 

budgets and Boulder’s arts calendar. 

 

Professional Artists Forum, March 9 at 4pm. Topics will include artist live/work space and 

Boulder’s arts calendar. 

 

Boulder Office of Arts + Culture Public Art Program hosts Jon Geiger and Dmitri Obergfell at 

BMoCA, March 8th at 6pm 

 

Stargazing with Poets and Public Art: A community response to Rebecca DiDomenico’s 

“Constellatory” at the sculpture (15th and Pearl) on Sunday, March 12th at 6pm 
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Attachment One 
Community Project Grant Process Flow Chart 
 

Applicants deliver 3 minute presentations. 
Jury Members may ask very brief questions of each applicant. 

  

Jury Panel discusses each application in turn.   
Chair calls for rescore for each application. 

  

Staff displays applications in order of highest scores.   
Staff displays a threshold line for all applications which score a 36 or higher. 

  

Staff displays applications eligible for the Opportunity Grant. 
Jury Panel discusses Opportunity Grant. 

  

Jury Panel discusses the top applications for funding. 

    

If no tie-breaker is needed.  If a tie-breaker is needed. 

    

  

Staff sorts tied applications by score in: 
a.  Community Priorities 
b.  Cultural Offerings 
c.   Artistic Excellence 
d.  Evaluation 

   

Jury Panel discusses final list for funding. 

  

Arts Commission certifies final list to award. 
Proposed Motion Language: “I move that we award Community 
Project Grants to the following applicants …” 
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Attachment Two 
Public Art Implementation Plan Virtual Town Hall Survey 
 

Public Art Implementation Plan Virtual Town Hall Survey DRAFT 
 

The members of the Boulder Arts Commission are interested in your thoughts and advice about the public art 

projects that are recommended for the next two years.   

 

Section I:  

Tell us a bit about yourself, and we’ll do the same 

The city’s plans for new public art projects in 2017 and 2018 are drafted in the new Public Art Implementation 

Plan.  Before the Boulder Arts Commission considers approving the Plan, it wants to hear your feedback. This 

“virtual town hall” is organized as a survey about each proposed project, followed by a chance for you to ask 

any questions. Each project has a quick staff introduction that summarizes the project.  

 

All of these public art projects are opportunities to respond to the community goals identified in the Community 

Cultural Plan, including: 

 Focus on culture and creativity in the public through serendipitous encounters with the arts 

 Develop Boulder’s creative identity 

 Create a supportive environment for artists and creative professionals 

 Amplify the vibrancy of Boulder’s cultural destinations 

A bit about you: 

1. What is your zip code?    

2. In what zip code do you work?  

3. What is your age?   

4. In what industry do you work?   

 Food 

 Entrepreneurial  

 Education  

 Research 

 Tech 

 Creative 

 Health Care 

 Non-profit 

 Other (write-in)  

5. In your free time, what activities do you enjoy participating in? (select all that apply) 

 Recreation 

 Cultural Events 

 Religious  

 Food 

 Social Awareness/Social & Political Topics 

6. What are your primary modes for daily travel? (select all that apply)  

 Car 

 Public Transit 

 Bike  

 Walk 

 Other (write-in) 

7. Anything else you would like us to know about you? (write in)  
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Section II:  

Here’s a sneak peek at the upcoming public art projects. Please tell us a bit about your thoughts on each: 

 

Civic Area 

Civic Area: The Civic Area is a centerpiece of Boulder: the natural context of this civic and cultural hub invites 

its community to play, engage, learn, contemplate and converse.  In addition to its park space and urban 

environments, the Civic Area serves as a host site to the creative and innovative spirit of our community.  The 

public artwork will be a destination artwork that compliments these aspirations of Civic Area as a civic and 

cultural hub. 

Share your thoughts on this project:  [Textbox:  150 word max] 

Please rate your interest in this project: 

 

University Hill 

University Hill Temporary Series:  To complement the dynamic environment of University Hill’s commercial area, 

a series of temporary projects which are interactive, fun, and fleeting will be introduced to these public spaces. 

The public art will compliment city-led initiatives already underway: encouraging University Hill as a summertime 

destination for the University Hill neighborhood and Boulder community, and to enhance the visual experience 

for multi-modal traffic.   

Share your thoughts on this project:  [Textbox:  150 word max] 

Please rate your interest in this project: 

 

North Boulder 

North Boulder: an arts destination. This public art project will help visually identify your arrival to North Boulder.  

Serving as a gateway to the art district along Broadway, the artwork will be a visual place-making tool, 

representing the concentration of artists who do business in this part of town.  

Share your thoughts on this project:  [Textbox:  150 word max] 

Please rate your interest in this project: 

 

Experiments in Public Art 

Experiments in Public Art: an ongoing series of public interventions that serve as a city-wide laboratory 

expanding the potential of public art. At many sites across the city, this program is an opportunity to interact 

with the public in developing new approaches to interventions in civic space, and for the community to hold a 

conversation about all the possibilities of public art.  

Share your thoughts on this project:  [Textbox:  150 word max] 

Please rate your interest in this project: 

 

City-operated Parking Garages 

Public Art in Parking Garages: art that addresses the moment of entry through compelling temporary and 

permanent commissions in Boulder’s parking garages. Projects will be temporary and permanent, encompass 

a variety of art types and media, and include innovative approaches in the ways artists can address these 

overlooked places in the urban environment of Boulder. 

Share your thoughts on this project:  [Textbox:  150 word max] 

Please rate your interest in this project: 
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Underpasses and Multi-modal  

Underpasses: The City of Boulder has initiated planning and design for new underpasses at: 1. Boulder Creek & 

Arapahoe Underpass (Arapahoe & 13th), 2. 30th Street Underpass at Colorado Avenue, 3. Foothills Underpass 

just south of Colorado Avenue. These projects will provide safer, more accessible and uninterrupted traffic flow. 

The public art opportunities will be temporary and permanent, encompass a variety of art types and media, 

and include innovative approaches in the ways artists can address these overlooked places in the urban 

environment of Boulder. 

 

S Share your thoughts on this project:  [Textbox:  150 word max] 

Please rate your interest in this project: 

 

Other [write in] 

Share your thoughts on this project:  [Textbox:  150 word max] 

Please rate your interest in this project: 

 

 

Section IV: Conclusion 

After taking this survey, do you have any outstanding questions about any of these projects in particular or 

about the public art process? [Textbox:  150 word max] 

 

Response: 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts to help inform Boulder's Public Arts projects in 2017.  

Want to learn more? 

 Please visit www.boulderarts.org/public-art to review the entire DRAFT 2017 Public Art Implementation 

Plan.  

 Join us for the 2017 Public Art Implementation Plan presentation at the Boulder Arts Commission, March 

15th from 6-9pm in the Boulder Creek Room 

 Would you like to stay informed? Please provide your email address to receive our newsletter:  

Additional: Extra questions to consider (review to see if necessary to include)  

Do you have any questions, comments or concerns? (box) 

 

Overall, how satisfied are you with the public artworks in Boulder? 

 

Overall, how satisfied are you with the public art opportunities in Boulder? 

 

Where would you like to see public art projects in Boulder? 

 

What types of public art projects would you like to see? 
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Attachment Three 
Correspondence 
 
Below are copies of emails received by the Commission during the period of time between the 
distribution of the previous meeting packet and the date on this packet.  All emails that were received 
by more than 3 commissioners are considered public record, and are included here. To the degree 
possible, the content has been consolidated by the category of each email chains and conversations. 
 
 

Begin forwarded message: 

 

From: Ann Moss <annmoss50@gmail.com> 

Subject: Fort Collins and Public Art 

Date: January 19, 2017 at 9:31:17 AM MST 

To: Matthew Chasansky <ChasanskyM@boulderlibrary.org>, "Vink, Mandy" 

<VinkM@boulderlibrary.org> 

Cc: David Farnan <FarnanD@boulderlibrary.org>, F Furman <ffurman@ecentral.com>, 

"Fowler, Mary" <FowlerM@boulderlibrary.org>, Kathleen McCormick 

<fonthead1@gmail.com>, Mark Villareal <flynvartranch@comcast.net>, Tamil 

<tamilbac@gmail.com> 
 

Matt and Mandy: 

I just happened to hear a story related to Fort Collin’s public art this morning on KUNC.  They 

were talking about the city’s street piano project and I believe they said one was inside a parking 

garage.  I also remember seeing an attractive, big, bright and cheerful mural in one of their 

downtown parking garages.  The end statement of the radio piece was “All the world truly is a 

stage.”  I thought that was a wonderful statement related to public art.  I’m sure you’ve been to 

see Fort Collin’s public art and talked with them about their program but I think it might be 

especially important to stay in touch with them now. 

 

Thank you both for all you do related to the arts and culture in Boulder. 

Ann 

 
Ann Moss 
Landscape Architect/Urban and Regional Planner 

annmoss50@gmail.com 
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From: Ann Moss [mailto:annmoss50@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 20, 2017 10:19 AM 
To: Chasansky, Matthew <ChasanskyM@boulderlibrary.org> 
Cc: F Furman <ffurman@ecentral.com>; Mark Villareal <flynvartranch@comcast.net>; Kathleen 
McCormick (fonthead1@gmail.com) <fonthead1@gmail.com>; Tamil <tamilbac@gmail.com>; Farnan, 
David <FarnanD@boulderlibrary.org>; Malone, Maureen <MaloneM@boulderlibrary.org> 
Subject: Re: Matt- Make your voice count. Help rally national support to save the NEA. 

 

Matt: 

This is sad news!  

 

I just signed the America For The Arts petition under the name of the Boulder Arts 

Commission.  I’d encourage each commissioner to also sign it as an individual as we discussed 

at the last Boulder Arts Commission meeting. 

 

Thank you. 

Ann 

 
Ann Moss 
Landscape Architect/Urban and Regional Planner 

annmoss50@gmail.com 

 

 

 

On Jan 20, 2017, at 10:10 AM, Chasansky, Matthew <ChasanskyM@boulderlibrary.org> wrote: 

 
  
Commissioners— 
  
An update: there was a bit of news yesterday that informs your discussion of national policy 
issues.  See the email below from AFTA. 
  
Thanks. 
  
—Matt 
From: Nina Ozlu Tunceli, Arts Action Fund [mailto:artsactionfund@artsusa.org]  
Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2017 1:19 PM 
To: Chasansky, Matthew <ChasanskyM@boulderlibrary.org> 
Subject: Matt- Make your voice count. Help rally national support to save the NEA. 

  

 

mailto:annmoss50@gmail.com
mailto:ChasanskyM@boulderlibrary.org
mailto:artsactionfund@artsusa.org
mailto:ChasanskyM@boulderlibrary.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Y1EABefVe1SR?domain=artsactionfund.org


              

Dear Matt, 

On the eve of Donald Trump’s Inauguration, The Hill newspaper reported that Trump 

Transition Team staff intend to recommend that the President-elect eliminate the National 

Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities as well as 

privatize the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 

This decades-old proposal from the politically conservative Heritage Foundation and House 

Republican Study Committee is expected to be included in this year’s Congressional House 
Budget Resolution, as it has in previous years. However, it would be much more serious if it 

were also proposed by the Trump Administration. 

Legislative and executive branch action will start moving very quickly now.  We need everyone 

to be prepared, organized, and educated about what’s at stake. Please help us recruit more 
free Arts Action Fund members, spread the word, and raise some money to support our 

grassroots activities. The Arts Action Fund will continue sending important updates to you. 

1. Share this page with your personal network. Ask at least five of your friends to join the Arts 

Action Fund for FREE.  

2. Post on Facebook and Twitter to help rally national support to save the NEA. There is 

strength in numbers and your social media friends can help.  

                                      

3. Contribute to the Arts Action Fund to help fund our grassroots advocacy campaign to 

keep the arts alive.  

                                     

4. Register for the Arts Advocacy Day conference on Capitol Hill on March 20-21, 2017. 
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Thank you, 

 

Nina Ozlu Tunceli 

Executive Director 

  

      

privacy policy | unsubscribe 
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From: Ann Moss [mailto:annmoss50@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, January 22, 2017 9:55 AM 
To: Council <council@bouldercolorado.gov> 
Cc: Chasansky, Matthew <ChasanskyM@boulderlibrary.org> 
Subject: Please Help Support The Arts (Art Action Fund Petition) 

 

Dear City Council and Staff: 

 

Funding for the arts is in jeopardy at the federal level.  The Boulder Arts Commission agreed 

unanimously to sign the petition at  www.ArtsActionFund.org/TrumpPetition to Support The 

Arts In America.  Boulder Art Commissioners are signing the petition individually and I signed 

one for the entire BAC as the Chair.  We hope each of you will sign this petition so we can send 

a message to our new leaders asking them to show strong support for the National Endowment 

For The Arts, National Endowment For The Humanities and public radio. 

 

  

 

Anticipatin
g Trump's 
First 100 
Days in 
Office 

  

  

President-elect Donald Trump has promised time and again to "Make America 
Great Again." But will the Trump Administration be great for the arts?  
        

 
For example, Trump suggests "a hiring freeze on all federal employees to reduce 
the federal workforce through attrition (exempting military, public safety, and 
public health)." If enacted, this policy would inhibit federal cultural agencies such 
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as the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, the Institute of Museum and Library Services, and the Smithsonian 
Institution. 
 
In an interview with The Washington Post in March, Trump said he would defer to 
Congress with respect to NEA funding. This could bode ill for arts advocates since 
House leaders previously passed nonbinding resolutions that have called for the 
elimination of all cultural agencies, including the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
The new Administration and Congress will pass their biggest legislative changes 
in the first 7 to 9 months of the New Year. That's why the Arts Action Fund has 
developed a petition to President-elect Trump to support pro-arts policies within 
his Administration. Show your support by going 
to www.ArtsActionFund.org/TrumpPetition and signing your name. It is more 
important than ever for grassroots advocates to stand together to fight for the arts 
at all levels of government. 
 

UPDATE: 

On the eve of Donald Trump’s Inauguration, The Hill newspaper reported that 

Trump Transition Team staff intend to recommend that the President-

elect eliminate the National Endowment for the Arts and the National 

Endowment for the Humanities as well as privatize the Corporation for 

Public Broadcasting. 

This decades-old proposal from the politically conservative Heritage Foundation 

and House Republican Study Committee is expected to be included in this year’s 
Congressional House Budget Resolution, as it has in previous years. However, it 

would be much more serious if it were also proposed by the Trump Administration. 

Legislative and executive branch action will start moving very quickly now.  We 

need everyone to be prepared, organized, and educated about what’s at stake.  
 

Thank you! 

Ann 

 
Ann Moss 
Chair Person, Boulder Arts Commission 

Landscape Architect/Urban and Regional Planner 

annmoss50@gmail.com 
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From: CINDY SEPUCHA [mailto:cindy@openstudios.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2017 6:24 PM 
To: Malone, Maureen <MaloneM@boulderlibrary.org> 
Cc: Ann Moss <annmoss50@gmail.com>; Chasansky, Matthew <ChasanskyM@boulderlibrary.org>; 
Farnan, David <FarnanD@boulderlibrary.org>; F Furman <ffurman@ecentral.com>; Fowler, Mary 
<FowlerM@boulderlibrary.org>; Kathleen McCormick <fonthead1@gmail.com>; Mark Villarreal 
<flynvartranch@comcast.net>; Tamil Maldonado <tamilbac@gmail.com>; O'Hashi, Alan 
<adoecos@yahoo.com>; Alice Renouf <a.renouf1@gmail.com>; Heather Beasley 
<protobeasley@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: January Arts Commission packet/Food order 

 

Here is the spreadsheet I created for my personal scoring purposes. If you find it useful, too, 

yay!!   

I included it in Numbers and Excel formats.  

 

Cindy Sepucha 

Executive Director 

Open Studios, Inc. 

www.openstudios.org 

303-444-1862 

https://www.facebook.com/OpenStudiosBoulder 

https://www.instagram.com/openstudiosboulder/ 
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Cultural 

Offerings

Full 

Access   

Outcomes/

Evaluation   

Artistic 

Excellence

Boulder 

Focus
Equity notes

Andrew  Neely 
El Ritmo de la 

Relación

Christopher

 
Hatton 

Bandshell Boogie - 

Dancing into the 

Public Realm

David  Takahashi 
Boulder Tiny Bus 

Shelter

Edica  Pacha  Orenda Project

Judith  Landsman  Big Heart Project

Julie  Maren  Vagina China

Lisa 
Mark-

Fasullo 

BoCoYo - An 

Online Boulder 

Arts Community

BAC Project Grants
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Maren  Waldman 

Global Water 

Dances: The 

Future In Our 

Bodies

Nicholas  Whitaker 
FIGMENT 

Boulder 2017

Peggy  Turchette 

The Pavlova 

Project: A Visual 

Biography: Phase 

One

Sarai  Snyder 

BoCoYo - An 

Online Boulder 

Arts Community

Barrio E'  Tamil 
Maldonado

 
World Drum Jam

Boulder 

Dance 

Coalition 

Larry  Utter 

Boulder 

International 

Festival

Boulder 

Museum of 

Contemporar

y Art 

David  Dadone  MediaLive

Boulder 

Philharmonic 

Orchestra 

Kevin  Shuck 

Fly to DC 

Community 

Matinee with the 

Boulder Phil
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Boulder 

Samba 

School 

Greg  LaLiberte 
Colorado Brazil 

Fest 2017

Boulder Taiko 

Hibiki 
Julia  Misawa 

Taiko Summit 

Colorado 2017 

(TSC2017)

Colorado 

Music 

Festival & 

Center for 

Musical Arts 

Amanda  Myers 

From the Stage to 

the Streets: CMF 

Pop-up Concerts

Colorado 

School of 

Myth and 

Movement 

Arts 

Laura  Melling 

Art and Soul: 

Rewarding BVSD 

Teachers

EcoArts 

Connections 
Marda  Kirn  Arts On a Sphere

JLF Boulder  Jessie   Friedman 
JLF@Boulder 

Festival 2017

Lemon 

Sponge Cake 

Contemporar

y Ballet 

Jenifer  Sher 
Alex' (working 

title)

LOCAL 

Theater 

Company  

Pesha  Rudnick 
Local Lab New 

Play Festival 2017 
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Motus 

Theater 
kirsten  wilson 

Let's All Be 

Americans Now 

Part 1

Museum of 

Boulder 
Nancy  Geyer 

Boulder 

Community 

Voices Video 

Project

Parlando 

School for the 

Arts 

Travis  LaBerge 
Theater for Social 

Justice Festival

Rocky Ridge 

Music Center 
John  Dilts 

Community Music 

Event Series

University of 

Colorado 

Mathematics 

Department 

Beth  Stade 

DaVinci Mash-Up: 

Art/Making/Math 

Pop-Ups for All
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